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Manav Bhatnagar of Marquette Uni-
versity High School of
Milwaukee,Wisconsin, is the recipient of the
third annual Julia Burke Award for Char-
acter and Excellence in National High
School Policy Debate. He was chosen
from a list of outstanding finalists including
Raaid Ahmad of Edgemont High School,
Dan Donoho of The College Preparatory
School and Sam Haley-Hill of Nevada Union
High School. The award was presented at
the Tournament of Champions held at the
University of Kentucky in May. Dr. David
Glass of Edgemont High School, who is a
member of the Julia Burke Award Commit-
tee, presented the award.

The Julia Burke Award was established to  recognize
the policy debater who best typifies the combination of
qualities that Julia embodied, including excellence in and
passion for debate, love and respect for the policy debate
community, and a commitment to helping others and main-
taining friendships despite the pressures of competition at
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the highest level.  Julia debated for The Col-
lege Preparatory School in Oakland, Cali-
fornia and was lost in October 1998 as a
result of a car accident.

The award is sponsored by The Julia
Burke Foundation and includes a perpetual
trophy in the shape of a flame inscribed,
“THE JULIA BURKE FLAME FOR
CHARACTER AND EXCELLENCE IN
HIGH SCHOOL POLICY DEBATE.”  A
smaller replica of the perpetual trophy is
given to the recipient along with a $1,000
college scholarship, and a $1,000 donation
to the charity of the recipient’s choice.

Nominations for next year’s award
may be submitted by any policy debater,

coach or judge from now until after the Berkeley Tourna-
ment next February to Marilyn_Burke@
JuliaBurkeFoundation.com.  More information about the
award criteria and The Julia Burke Foundation is available
at www.JuliaBurkeFoundation.com.

--- by Nora Stanton


