Gov. Smith’s telescope still searching for a home

By KATHARINE BILODEAU
Messenger Raff Writer

University of Vermont offers more than just
a look at the stars. — it also provides a
glimpse of St. Albans’ past.

The telescope, a nine-foot long, 1,110-pound
plece of equipment, originally scanned the heav-
ens from the estate of the late Gov, Edward Curtis
Smith on Congress Street.

UVM actually has no formal documentation
about who made the donation of the telescope to
their schoal, but anecdotal evidence points to the
Smith estate.

Ralph Paguette, 83, of St. Albans worked for 40
vears as cavetaker at the Smith Estate, then called
Seven Acres. Paguette, who now lives on the
Newton Road, performed jobs like keeping up the
lawns and stoking a hand-fired coal furnace first
for Edward Curtis Smith and later his son J.
Gregory Smith.

"“They were real nice peuple to work for,” said
Paquette on a recent excursion to the sile of the
Smith Mansion that burned in 1987,

Mowing 70 acres of lawn with a hand-push
mower took weeks, and in the summer acres of
flower beds needed weeding, but Paquette never
shied.

“Oh heck, it was a wonderful job,” he said.
Paquette reinembers the building where the tele-
scope was housed when the Smiths were alive.

Then the observalory was located behind the
mansion itself. The 20 x 20 structure has since

ST‘ ALBANS — A telescope on display at the

been moved next door, behind a home that used to

be the Smith's Jaundry woman's residence.
Restored and re-painted, the observatory looks

a bit like an oversized dollhouse, but inside sits a
huge round wooden base where Paguette said a
glass dome provided a view of the night sky.

cope itself, but remembers hearing about it and
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s

The St. Albans (Vt.) Messenger, Woednesday, March 6, 1996

Foid wag

wiak e A

Wt gpst alut R (Setow +p SRIES qn
ﬂ;-t-‘r—d ertew woth 4 Lo ale X\
173

\Mc—md:f‘

saw the observatory building behind the mansion.
UVM records dated 1939 refer to a newly
acquired nine-inch equatorial telescope that came
to the attention of a Professor A.D. Butterfield,
Before the telescope could be set up, Butterfield

The scope is an unusual one -

retired, and with the onset of World War II
demanding attention, the telescope was put into
dusty storage at the University for 30 vears,

Interest in the Clark telescope — so called for
its 1905 manufacturer, Alvan Clark — revived
when the Junier Vermont Astronomical Society
in 1968 heard about a large aperture telescope les
somewhere in storage at UVM.

When the lens, tube and telescope base were
found, the Vermont Astronomical Society submi
ted a proposal to UVM's physics department cha
asking permission to mount the telescape in an
observatory they would build and maintain.

Seeing that the telescope would be too costly
for the University to house and mount, the
physics chair agreed to loan the scope to the VA!
which built ai: observatory on a site in Underhil

The telescope was installed on July 20, 1974, b
the lease expired there six years later and the
VAS was forced to build a new site in Willliston.
Shuffled again, the telescope was installed in
Williston in 1983, but permanence wasn't in the
stars for the telescope.

In the summer of 1989, the VAS was foreed to
abandon the Williston observatory and they
began an unsuccessful search for a home for the
instrument. When none was found, the telescope
equatorial mount, and the telescope tube were
crated and returned to the UVM Physics
Department.

In the meanwhile, 1980 saw the birth of an
astronomy program at UVM with a new teacher
hired and new courses offered. With the growing
interest grows the hope of establishing a student
observatory, and installing the Clark telescope
there.

B~ See GOV. SMITH'S TELESCOPE on the back pey

and the Clark's quality and his-
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