Name __________________________________________

Date: _________________
ENVS 151

Take Home Exercise on Research Skills

Due Tues., Feb. 22nd – With/As your Career Paper Topics
Exercise your Mind!      Put Your Knowledge to Work!  
This is an open book / browser exercise.
Part I.  Start Building your Annotated Source List!

A. On a separate sheet of paper, with your name on it,type up your Career Paper topic.  
B. Then select one example of a good source for your paper from each of the following types of written sources (for a total of 3 sources):  1) a web site, 2) a peer-reviewed journal article; 3) a popular or substantive article or book.  

C. For each of the 3 sources type up:

(1) Complete citation in correct APA format

(2) Why you think it is a high quality source


Hint:  look at characteristics of a scholarly vs non-scholarly journal and ways to evaluate a website (e.g. http://bailey.uvm.edu/ref/webeval.html)  There are links to these on the ENVS 151 Class Guide website prepared by Laurie Kutner for ENVS 151.
(3) How this source might contribute to your career paper?  (Hint: consider what it contains vs the Career Paper assignment.)
Part II.  Demonstrate your Strong Research Skills!
1)  By now you are familiar with both basic and advanced keyword searching rules used to construct precise and comprehensive searches on your topic (uses of truncation, etc.).  Write out three different keyword searches for this topic: how environmental justice movements are addressing the needs of indigenous people in Latin America.

2)  You are in the database, Expanded Academic ASAP, looking for journal articles for your career paper.  You find a reference to the perfect article, but all that is included in the database in as abstract that summarizes the article’s contents.  What steps would you take to locate the entire article?  (list each step)

3)  Conducting research involves a number of intellectual steps from selecting a topic to completing a written product.  Briefly, what are some of the steps involved in the process of researching and writing an academic paper such as your Career Paper?

4)  What are the implications of barriers to access to electronic information for people of limited resources in developing or developed countries?  Name two possible impacts.

Part III.  Show off your Knowledge of Library Databases! (5 pts)   

(Hint: ENVS 151 Class Guide website has a great list & description of environmentally related websites – much broader than the subject list on the library website!)
Place the matching letter for each data base next to it.
_________  1)  LexisNexis





_________  2)  Expanded Academic




_________  3)  Alternative Press Index
_________  4)  Web of Science




_________  5)  Environment Abstracts



a) a multidisciplinary index to journal and magazine articles which includes abstracts and some full text articles

b) abstracts of environmentally-related research & journal articles, conference papers, government reports, book chapters and some other materials

c) searchable database that provides citations for published material on labor, media, the environment, women's studies, and multiculturalism; no full text papers

d) a large multidisciplinary index with abstracts that allows searching by topic; contains science, social science and arts & humanities citation indices

e) a database providing full-text access to a wide range of news, business, legal, and reference sources, including foreign language newspapers

