ENVS 151
Spring 2004 





  Due in class Mon., Feb 9

Cecilia Danks, instructor



                It will be peer edited & graded!

Biography  Assignment:
Environmental Heroes:  The Early Years

Many of us have been influenced by the lives and actions of environmental leaders.  The epic tales of heroes have inspired and instructed people of diverse cultures for millennia.  I’d like you to start your 151 journey of self-discovery and skill development by researching and reflecting on the early life of an environmental hero.  
Think of a few people whom you do not know personally, but whom you respect, admire, or find personally influential due to their role in the environmental field.  It need not be a famous person and can be from any time period or culture.  And here is the challenge – find a short essay or brief excerpt (2-10 pp) written about the “early life” of one of them.  It can cover any portion of his/her life under the age of 30.  Choose an engaging reading – one which you would read if assigned.  It can be autobiographical as well as biographical.  It can be scholarly or popular. It can be part of a written work that covers much more than the early biography of one person.  You may have to research more than one person to find a one good write up about someone’s early life.  Reflect on the life influences and paths you may uncover. Note that this may be useful for other assignments such as the discussion of your Environmental Philosophy in your Personal Statement, your Career/Lifestyle paper, and even your FOCUS paper.
Please hand in two things:

I.  Essay – No more than 1 page singled-spaced.  It should include:
1. Full citation (including page number!) in APA style.  Look at Writers’ Brief Handbook or library link to APA citation style.  If the source is electronic, do the proper electronic citation according to APA guidelines.  (You will be graded on this!!!)
2. The person’s name and 1-3 sentences about what this person is most noted for.

3. The approximate age / age of life which the attached biography excerpt covers.

4. Your “Reflection Essay,” (no less than 0.5 pages single spaced) which includes:



a.  Something(s) which you found worth noting about this person’s early life 


b.  Your reflection – what lessons or meaning does this story have for you?

II.  Copy of the Biography

A photocopy of the best 2-10 pages that apply to the peron’s “early life”, i.e. less than 30 years old.  It will likely be an excerpt of a longer work.  Think of what would make a coherent reading for others.  Mark beginning and end of suggested reading.  If it is a chapter or complete story that runs slightly over 10 pp, you may include the complete piece.  No whole books – just choose 2-10 pages that make the most sense. 
-- OVER --


