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Sept. 7, 2006
Prof. Danks

Reading Groups

on Environmental Lives and Leadership

Purposes:  

1) To explore, and hopefully be inspired by, the broad range of roles and life paths of environmental leaders

2) To enhance critical reading, thinking and discussion skills

3) To promote practices for effective group process 

4) To review of examples of personal environmental philosophies that can assist you in writing your Personal Statement

5) To get to know other ENVS majors and promote community through interaction and shared knowledge

Description of Activity:  


You will read two collections of essays and share your insights with the same small group during in-class discussions.  Each group will give a brief presentation of highlights of their discussions to the full class.

Schedule:

Thurs., Sept.7  – You will be divided into reading groups.

Thurs., Sept. 14  – The readings on the back for your group are DUE.  We will review effective small group practices in class and you will discuss the first set of readings with your small group. 

Tues., Sept. 19  – Readings #15-23 are DUE.  Everyone reads all of 15-23.  You will discuss your insights on the second set of readings with your small group and prepare a way to share your insights with the full class on Sept. 21.

Thurs., Sept. 21 –Each group will share the insights they gleaned from all of their readings with the full class.

Group Assignment:

The reverse side of this sheet indicates the group you are in for the duration of this activity.  Given Purpose #5 above, if you find yourself in a group of one or more of your good friends, please consider moving to another group so you get to know new people!
Note:  You are responsible to your peers to have done the readings and come prepared to participate in discussions.  Attendance will be taken 9/14, 9/19 and 9/21 and count towards your class participation grade.

Readings:  


A photocopied reader is available from Sue at the Bittersweet.  Cost: $5.00.  Please pay with cash or check.  Exact change appreciated.


The first set of essays are interviews drawn from the out-of-print book:

Jensen, Derrick.  1995.  Listening to the Land: Conversations about Nature, Culture and Eros.  San Francisco:  Sierra Club Books.

The second set is a collection of articles drawn from recent popular magazines.

I am in Reading Group:

 




# 1  

#2

#3

#4

#5

My other Group Members are: 


________________________________________












________________________________________


________________________________________


________________________________________


________________________________________

For next Thurs., Sept 14, I will read the essays on:
	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group  4
	Group 5

	Dave Foreman
	Linda Hogan
	David Orr
	Jeannette Armstrong 
	Matthew Fox

	Matthew Fox


	Dave Foreman
	Jeannette Armstrong
	David Orr
	Starhawk

	Terry Tempest Williams
	Reed Noss
	John Osborn
	Peter Berg
	Linda Hogan

	Reed Noss
	John Osborn
	Terry Tempest Williams
	Starhawk
	Peter Berg


(Of course, I realize I can read the other essays as well!)
(Reading for Tues 9/19 is ALL of # 15-23)
Group Process Basics
Goal:  Clear, inclusive and productive process ( best outcome 

	Roles/Responsibilities
	Decision-making Rules

	Facilitator
	Consensus

	Timekeeper
	

	Recorder
	Voting

	Reporter(s)
	


Agenda


Topics



Action Items vs Reporting




(What is to be accomplished?)

Time allotted 

Record Keeping



What was decided


Next steps & responsibilities


Info needed for future steps
Reading Group Discussion – Thurs. 9/14


You will be asked to report back on 1-5 (or some version of that which your group thinks is worth sharing) as part of your group sharing on Thurs, Sept. 21..
HINT:  Recorders may want to make a chart or matrix for #1-3 as information that could help with #4 and ultimately go into your group sharing


1)  Which life experiences of the people you read about seemed critical to their understanding and love for the environment? 

2)  Were there particular epiphanies or turning points that shaped their life paths? 

3)  What are some of their key personal values and beliefs that influence the way they take up environmental work? 


4)  What patterns do you see, if any in #1-3?


5)  With whom did you resonate most and why?  
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In class Tues., Sept. 19
Instructor:  Danks





Reading Groups – Assignment for Tues, Sept 19
Discussion of 2nd Set of Readings and Preparation for Group Exchange

Allocate time between the following tasks:

1.  Discuss Readings for today (#15-23).

     You may wish to use similar questions as last week to guide your discussion:

1)  Which life experiences of the people you read about seemed critical to their understanding and love for the environment? 
2)  Were there particular epiphanies or turning points that shaped their life paths? 
3)  What are some of their key personal values and beliefs that influence the way they take up environmental work? 

4)  What patterns do you see, if any in #1-3?

5)  With whom did you resonate most and why?  

Note:  You might not have time for everyone to discuss each question.  And they may not all apply as well to this set of readings.

      OR – choose a couple of questions of your own to guide discussion

2.  Prepare your informal presentation or “exchange” for on Thurs., Sept. 21.  Select a few key issues that arose in your previous discussion that you would like to share with the class.  
This may require: 
a)  reviewing notes from last class, esp. patterns in Q 4




b)  brainstorming issues /ideas that arose




c)  prioritizing which ones to talk about




d)  deciding what to say about each one




e)  deciding who is going to say it




f)  deciding on a format

Note:


· Each group only has about 10 minutes each on Thurs., Sept 19.  It is brief, so pick highlights!  

· Choose if you want do a few issues /ideas / people in some depth, or if you want to give cross-cutting impressions.  

· If your conversation took off in interesting directions, consider sharing it with the class.

· Keep in mind your audience, and what they (which is you) would be most interested in hearing about.

· Consider using some kind of visual aid – perhaps the blackboard or an overhead. Let me know if you want to use the computer or overhead.  Skits & songs are OK too.
· Despite all these notes, this is an informal exchange of ideas, meant to be fun, informative and lively.

· Next Thursday, at the beginning of class, you will have a few minutes to regroup with your group before the exchange begins. 
