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This will be peer edited
Personal Statement
Purposes of this assignment:

1.  To develop and clarify, through reflection and writing, a better understanding of who you are and what you think regarding the environment.

2.  To examine how this understanding of who you are and what you think serves as a foundation for where you want to go from here.

3.  To write the first part of your academic plan – the personal introduction and environmental philosophy – which underlies your choice of focus or emphasis in your individualized environmental studies major.  

The Assignment:

Write a 4-6 page, doubled-spaced paper describing your personal experiences and philosophy regarding the environment which may have led you to pursue an Environmental Studies major and which continue to influence your life’s plans.  The paper should be divided into 2 sections as follows:

1.  Personal Introduction -  2-3 pages (double-spaced)


A synopsis of your personal background, experiences, family & friends, special places, opportunities, skills, personality traits, etc. that have influenced your academic and life plans.  What experiences and influences led you to be an environmental studies major?
2.  Personal Environmental Philosophy -  2-3 pages (double-spaced)


A brief discussion of the key ideas and values which are important to you in designing your environmental program of study and to how you plan to address environmental issues in your life.  Give voice to your own ideas, but show the connections that may exist with the events of the day and concepts of others.  Consider philosophers, poets, scientists, and songwriters along with the theories, findings, facts and issues associated with them that influence your beliefs.  Indicate how you intend to act on those beliefs.  The readings discussed in small groups may help you think about this piece,
Voice/ Audience:  


The written product should be a formal essay aimed at an earnest reader who does not know you well but does want to know why you chose environmental studies as your focus in college.  (Think of ENVS faculty, grad school application reviewers, or possibly some employers as potential audiences.)  While you can and should be creative and let your personality show through, you must also be coherent and clear.  A good model to think of might be a college application essay.  That said, it is your personal statement for your individualized academic plan – so it should ring true for you. 

Methods:  


This assignment requires personal reflection, and may involve some degree of struggle to find the right words for ideas that have been growing, mixing and transforming in your mind.  Challenge yourself to effectively communicate what you really think.  You may find it a really valuable essay you’ll want to keep.

The methods for arriving at this essay are up to you.  Some questions you may want to consider to get you going are:

1.  What special places and people have influenced your personal development, your values, and your motivations?  What was special about them to you?

2.  Were the cumulative impacts of several experiences most influential, or were there one or more turning point events?

3.  Try free-writing a “credo” with the format:  “I believe __________, therefore I will _________.”  Reflect on why you believe what you believe about the environment.
Format:  


As always, number the pages and staple them together.  As it will ultimately become part of your academic plan, it should be neatly typed and formatted attractively.  Double-space it for peer-review.  Save it electronically for future use.
