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OUTREACH NOTICE

Biological Science Technician (Natural Resources)
GS‑0404-04/05 

Aquatic Land Interactions Program

Pacific Northwest Research Station
Olympia Forestry Sciences Lab 
Olympia, WA

The Aquatic Land Interactions Program (http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/ALI/index.shtml) of the Pacific Northwest Research Station anticipates filling a temporary, full-time Biological Science Technician (Natural Resources) position for the 2009 field season.  The duty station for this position will be Olympia Forestry Sciences Laboratory in Olympia, Washington.  Fieldwork, however, will be conducted in eastern and western Oregon.  The position is classified at the GS-04 and GS-05 grade ($14.01-$16.72 per hour); the pay grade is dependent upon the incumbent’s education and experience.  To receive the vacancy announcement for this position, the applicant should fill out and return the attached vacancy announcement request form by March 1, 2009 and must apply by March 13, 2009 at www.usajogs.gov
Duration of Position

June to August or September 2009

Duties

The Biological Science Technician will assist USFS research scientists with field data collection (vegetation surveys) for a research project designed to integrate riparian zone mapping with dynamic models to project the response of riparian vegetation, stream channels and salmon habitat to natural disturbance and land-use activities.  During the 3-4 months of data collection, the team will be working out of field camps 80-100% of the time.  Half of the field season will be spent in the headwaters of the Middle Fork John Day River in eastern Oregon, and the second half in the headwaters of the Wilson River in the Northern Oregon Coast Range.  The incumbent’s primary duties will be to conduct vegetation surveys, identify plants (herbaceous vegetation, riparian hardwoods, & trees) and plant communities, estimate plant cover, and characterize stand structure.  Thus, the position requires knowledge and experience in plant identification and/or riparian plant ecology in the interior west forests and/or Pacific Coast rainforests.  The technician will use botanical keys to identify unfamiliar plants and will prepare speciment mounts of collected plants.  The technician will also assist in locating field sites by using satellite imagery, maps and GPS equipment, and will help with data management and quality control.  The incumbent’s secondary duties will be to assist the research scientists in collection of data on stream channel geomorphology and mapping of the stream network.  Although knowledge of fluvial geomorphology (stream surveys) and disturbance regimes in riparian zones will be a plus, it is not required for this position.  
Desirable Skills and Experience
Experience identifying plants of the Pacific Northwest, conducting vegetation surveys, measuring stand structure characteristics, and operating GPS units.  
Additional Requirements
Possess a valid state driver’s license in good standing; be able to qualify for a Government vehicle operator's license.

Employee must exercise safe work practices.  The work is performed in a forest environment where the terrain may be steep, uneven, rocky, and covered with thick and tangled vegetation.  Temperatures may range from very hot and dry to cool and extremely wet.  Rain, snow, or wind may be encountered.  Work requires the use of safety equipment such as boots, gloves, goggles, and hardhats.  
About the Pacific Northwest Research Station

The PNW Research Station (http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/) is one of seven research units in the USDA Forest Service.  The USDA Forest Service conducts the most extensive and productive program of integrated forestry research in the world.  The scientific information produced by the station has application on public, private, and tribal lands in the Pacific Northwest (Alaska, Oregon and Washington) and elsewhere in the United States and other parts of the world. Scientists in the Olympia Lab represent programs that include Aquatic and Land Interactions, Resource Management and Productivity, and Ecosystem Processes.  
About Olympia, WA and Oregon Field Sites
Olympia is located approximately 60 miles south of Seattle WA and 100 miles north of Portland OR, at the extreme south end of Puget Sound. Olympia and the adjacent communities of Lacey and Tumwater have a combined population of approximately 100,000.  Additional information is available at http://www.ci.olympia.wa.us or at http://thurstoncountywa.usachamber.com/.
Eastern Oregon:  The headwaters of the Middle Fork John Day River (MFJD) are in the Blue Mountains of northeastern Oregon.  The Middle Fork John Day River is a tributary to the John Day River, the second largerst free-flowing river in the conterminous United States.  Thus, the MFJD provides important habitat for Chinook salmon, steelhead, and bull trout.  Dry mixed coniferous forests and ponderosa pine forests dominate south-facing slopes while moist coniferous forests predominate on north-facing slopes.  
Western Oregon:  The Wilson River originates in the mountains of the Northern Oregon Coast Range west of Portland.  This coastal river drains to Tillamook Bay and is known for its runs of steelhead and Chinook salmon.  The watershed is characterized by steep mountainous terrain, narrow valleys, dense Pacific Coast rainforest, and areas allocated to timber-production.
For More Information:

If you are interested in this position and want to receive the vacancy announcement, please fill out the attached form and send via email to aprzeszlowska@fs.fed.us  For additional information contact Agnes Przeszlowska by e-mail at aprzeszlowska@fs.fed.us or call (360) 753-7651.

To be considered, applicants must be U.S. citizens.

            Thank you for your interest in this position.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9401 or call (800) 795-3273 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT REQUEST FORM

Biological Science Technician (Natural Resources)
 (GS‑0404-04/05)
Pacific Northwest Research Station

USDA Forest Service

If you are interested in this position and want to receive a copy of the vacancy announcement, please complete this form and send it by e-mail to aprzeszlowska@fs.fed.us or mail to:

Agnes Przeszlowska
Olympia Forestry Sciences Lab
Pacific Northwest Research Station

3625 93rd Avenue SW
Olympia, WA 98512
Please respond by March 1, 2009 (applications will be accepted until March 13, 2009). 
NAME:




EMAIL ADDRESS: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

MAILING ADDRESS:  

               

ARE YOU CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN A DEGREE PROGRAM (diploma, certificate, etc.)?

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS JOB OPENING? 








