-----Original Message-----
From: Scott_Miller@nps.gov [mailto:Scott_Miller@nps.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2007 12:53 PM
To: Andrew.Balser@uaf.edu; 'Aurora Bouchier'; 'Breck Bowden'; 'Jeremy Jones'; 'Andrew Balser'; 'Amanda Rineharrt'; 'Kumi Rattenbury'; 'Michael N. Gooseff'; 'Michael Flinn'; 'Tara Whitesell'
Subject: RE: Moving forward from the 2007 field campaign
Breck et al.;

This is a great way to collaborate across distances and keep everyone

organized!  I have only a few points to suggest to the group:

1.  I'd like everybody to keep in mind the ultimate destination for all

finished products will be the NPS Data Store

(http://science.nature.nps.gov/nrdata/).  Use Breck, Mike and Andrew's

sites to organize works in progress but as things get finalized please

contact me so we can get them posted quickly before memory fades.  It's

actually a painless process.  I'm happy to assist in any way.  I'm sure

there are finished products from the last couple of years that could be

posted right away.

2.  FGDC metadata will be required for both spatial and tabular data.  We

have some excellent tools for generating metadata acceptable to the NPS

data store.  The NPS Metadata Tools and Editor

(http://science.nature.nps.gov/nrdata/tools/) is a software app that can

integrate with ArcGIS or act as a stand-alone tool for working up metadata.

3.  I'm working on writing and assembling procedures for data management as

the ARCN data management plan comes together.  These are posted temporarily

at http://www1.nature.nps.gov/im/units/arcn/collaborators_guidance.cfm.
These guidance docs and SOPs are my prime concern right now as the ARCN

data management plan is due in December.

4.  The ARCN program is developing with long term monitoring in mind.  This

means that all data generated, even from pilot studies, must be able to

stand on its own for the long haul, long after we all move on, retire or

take on bigger and better things. Be meticulous, document well, and publish

your data early and often.  Annual revisions are not a problem.

5.  I have a page for each project on the ARCN website with information

about each project

(http://www1.nature.nps.gov/im/units/arcn/project_detail.cfm?projectid=1).
The plan is to give access to each collaborator to edit the content for the

projects and upload files, but Breck is ahead of me there.  Hopefully, it

is something I can polish up this winter and make available.

6.  Let's publish data is it is finalized, early and often.  I'm here to

help.

Thanks for the good work!

S

Scott D. Miller

Data Manager, Arctic Network I&M

National Park Service

4175 Geist Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709-3420

(907) 455-0664
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