&

students, grandparents, the occasional alumni magazme writer
all want to know. .
isk lhen that Bowden’s answer is well thought out, m&b_
itic, While he’s greatly interested in the working of pol- !
itics and govérnme l

, he's not necessarily interested in being a poliﬁ-- 1\_
cian. “Peopl,e look &t the figurehead, public functions of aohtlcﬁbs A\

and confuse that with the work of being able to gtal set, lem
solve, brainstorm,"and advocate,” he says. “That's-what interests me
the most.” TS .
For political heroes, Bowden doesn't look to career politiéi’ b
to leaders such as Nelson Mandela, “who have used thF political syst |
tem to fight for leSt causes.” Perhaps even more so, he admires those
whose names we might never know. “There “are| -countless, X
unnamed people ‘who do the nitty-gritty work of diplomacy 4,
don't gét the seven-second soundbite on CNN. People who are
behind the scenes are the driving force in American pol|t|cs" ai l
The political science major’s interests lean toward mterna\i“.
tional relations, perhaps rooqed in the fact that his cI'(lld- '
hood and adolescent years were spent in both 8 o
NewHampshire and New Zealand. (No
detectable Kiwi accent, but he’s given to an_
occasional phrase—"when | started uni-
versity"—that has a whiff of elsewhere
| about it ";.t 1 has been home
when Seth's parents
‘the states after his
rec \bas ap ointed as
- the ﬁtnck hair in Yvatershed
‘ ng and Science in_UVM's
Schoo[ of Enﬂron- :
e Natu al Resources, ‘{“
- ~ During'S 5A meetings this yearin
lings’s Marsh/Lounge or wherever
st-graduation life'takes him after
May, Bowden feels his academic
focus has prepared him well. “Poli-
E. tical science is an interesting way to

engage the world,” the senior says. “I
feel like having a political science and
economics background provides a
broad framework to understand the real
reasons events take place.”

—Thomas Weaver
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