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[bookmark: _GoBack]Emergency department patients consistently report nasogastric tube (NGT) placement to be the most uncomfortable routine medical procedure they experience. Decreasing the amount of pain and discomfort has the potential to improve the patient’s care and also make placement of the tube easier for the healthcare provider performing the procedure. This study evaluates the effects of administering midazolam intravenously (IV) one minute prior to NGT placement. Midazolam is a benzodiazepine that induces muscle relaxation and a short period of amnesia. We hypothesize that 1-2 mg midazolam IV will decrease the patient’s pain and discomfort during NGT placement, compared to placebo control. The study design is a double-blind, randomized, controlled study using a placebo of normal saline. Preliminary evaluation of the results suggests that the outcomes measures are not normally distributed; rather there appears to be a biphasic distribution of either very low or high levels of pain and discomfort. While we are currently blinded to the random assignment of subjects, unblinding of group assignment will allow rigorous statistical testing of our hypothesis. If the administration of midazolam reduces the level of pain and discomfort associated with NGT placement, then this research may lead to a new standard of care for NGT placement. 
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