The dropout rate across the country for high school students remains at an alarmingly high level. Although there are many reasons for the high dropout rate, one major reason is truancy. Students who are repeatedly absent from school are more likely to read and write below grade level, engage in anti-social activities, and experience some form of mental health issue. In the state of Vermont, efforts are being made to address the truancy problem. Unfortunately, the efforts are insufficient and under-resourced. The purpose of this research is to study the truancy project in Vermont and identify ways in which the project might reflect efforts in those states with fairly successful truancy programs. A second purpose will be to work with the United Way, which has taken the lead on truancy for Vermont, Judge Jim Cichetti (the Family Court Judge in Vermont for truancy), and a consortium of others (e.g. law enforcement, school administrators, community organizers) who have joined together to address truancy in Vermont to develop truancy-oriented policy that would have state-wide implications. 
