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| COLCHESTER — Long
| recognized as an outstanding
natural area in Vermont,
Colchester Bog, a 200-acre land
area with unique vegetation, has
been nominated for mnational
recognition through the Natural
Landmarks Program,

According to Dr, Hubert
Yogelmann, botany professor at
UVM, Colchester Bog, five miles
north of Burlington, is one of the
few remaining wild areas along
the shore of Lake Champlain,
| Unlike other forms of wetlands,
such as tree-covered swamps and
open marshes, the Bog is a highly
acid wetland with very litile
nitrogen. Vogelmann explained,
““With such high -acidity,
everything that dies in the bog is
virtually preserved forever."

« Colchester Bog has been the site
of scientific’ research for many
years and currently is used as a
field - laboratory for biology
i classes at UVM. Vogelmann
explained that a bog forms under
very special conditions and is less
common than other forms of

. wetlands.
Through ecological studies, it
was discovered that the bog, as
deep as 18 feet in places, is

approximately 9,000 years old, Colchester Bog, and American Champlain, indicating that the

Bog, Dr. Vogelmann said, “The

bog began shortly after the

recession of the Lake Champlain !:

Sea which followed the wasting
away of the continental glacier.”
In Vogelmann's words,

“Colchester Bog is one of the very |
f;;v bogs known to be formed at §

e level,”

Two years ago, the Vermont #
Chapter of the Nature §

Conservancy raised $27,000 for the
purchase of Colchester Bog.

Later, the bog was deeded tothe &

University of Vermont for
educatibnal work.

According to the Nature
Conservancy, a wide range of
plants, uncommon to Vermont
climatic conditions are found at
Colchester Bog. Plants growing
on the open quaking mat of

sphagnum - and sedges. include =
colorful orchids such as rose, §

pogonia, grass-pink, and
occasionally arethusa.
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mund on a narrow sandy

peninsula extending from the
‘western border of the Dr.
- Vogelmann states that Cole
Bog is the only place in

ped::‘egeg% to tmﬂ?
s own to oceur, Again,
 indicating a warmer climate, he

suggests that the climate in
Vermont could have been similar
to that of New Jersey or Virginia,

As a candidate for the Natural
- Landmarks Program, Colchester
Bog will be given an opportunity
paralled with the selection of a
historic site. The objectives of the
Natural Landmarks Program are
to encourage the preservation of
sites illustrating the geological
and ecological character of the
United States. . .

Second, if selected as a Natural
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cotton-grass and tawny cotton- _ Landmark, Colchester Bog will.
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Criteria for selécting Naturai

Citing the formation of Colchester arrow grass is common in the wet lake was once higher than it is Landmarks are many, but it is

depressions between

hummocks.

Other unusual plants noted by corner of Colchester Bog support.
include several coinnies of the beach-heath, a

Vogelmann

varieties of insectivorous (insect-.
eating) plants. Although not found
in abundance, the round-leaved

sundew and pitcher plants are

found at the bog. These species,

according to Vogelmann, require
ample light inordertosurviveand
the increasing amoung of shade
provided by shrubs and small -

trees invading the bog mat will
eventually endanger their
survival.
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Along with Labrador-tea an
sheep-laurel, abundant Rhodora
may be found.
Blueberries, nlong w!th
huckleberries, mountain holly,
and black alder form the dense
thicket along the bog foxest
border.

Vogelmann explained that naar

the margin of the bog is a zone of
|swamp vegetation characterized
by such species as cattail, wild
calla, marsh -five -finger, three-
way sedge, and button bush. Due
to decomposition of plant remains
|in this zone, a black organic ooze
' has accumulated.

- Vogelmann explained that the

the now.

Another distinguishing feature 5
rof the Colchester Bog is the -

to Voxe!mann.
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" THE BLACK GUM Dr. Hubert Vogelmann scans the top nf a
black gum tree as he explains that the presence of the tree indicates
tnat Vermont once had a much warmer climate, He estimates that
it may have been as warm as northern Virginia.
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SPHAGNUM MOSS — Vogelmann explains that the sphagnum
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