CE 281 Geotechnical Design

Fall 2005, Instructor: Mandar Dewoolkar
Service Learning Term Project (Part of Quiz 3)

Points: 30

Reflection Exercise on the Service Learning Term Project

Service learning is a collaborative teaching and learning strategy specifically designed to promote academic enhancement, personal growth, and civic engagement. Studies have shown that the learning experience is not complete unless we critically reflect and articulate the overall learning experience. 
Before you start, describe in a few sentences what your service learning project was and who was your community partner (i.e. Shelburne Farms or Preservation Trust of Vermont).

Reflect on the following three aspects of your term project related experience. Use single spacing. Each category should have a discussion of at least12 lines or so. Some pointers are provided to assist you in helping the thought process. Use these pointers only as a guideline; you do not have to address each one of the questions; you may choose to address things that are not covered by these questions; and write in an essay style, rather than simply writing a line or two addressing the questions in the order they are asked! Keep in mind that some of the thoughts may be negative, which is fine. It is alright to be honest!

Suggested format is shown on pages 3 and 4. Please do not exceed 2 pages.
Reflection on academic enhancement: 

· What specific elements of our course materials relate to this experience?

· How was I able to apply a skill, perspective, or concept related to our academic material?

· What similarities and differences did I encounter between the theory studied in class, and the situation as it in fact unfolded?
· How does this experience enhance my knowledge of a specific theory or concept? Does it challenge or reinforce my prior understanding?

· Some things probably had to be researched and were not covered by the course material. Was that a valuable learning experience?

· Although we were learning theoretical and computational details about evaluations of foundations, slopes and retaining structures, such calculations probably did not have to be performed for the project. Was it bothersome, or was the experience still relevant to the course?

Reflection on civic engagement:

· What roles did each person (I, my group, my instructor and community partner) played and why?

· What agendas did each person bring to the situation? Were they appropriate? How did they relate to larger social or cultural or economic issues?

· How did leadership emerge in this situation, on my part and/or on the part of others?

· Were there any tradeoffs or compromises made? Why?

· What changes are needed for better accomplishments, if any?

· How does this experience help me understand the community partner’s vision, mission and goals?

Reflection on personal growth:

· How did this experience make me feel (positively and/or negatively) on the personal level?

· What assumptions or expectations did I bring to the situation (including my assumptions about other persons/parties involved) and how did they affect my actions?

· What personal strengths/weaknesses of mine did the situation reveal? In what way did they affect the situation, positively and negatively? What might I do to build on strengths/overcome weaknesses?

· Why did I, or did I not, experience difficulty working/interacting with other people? What might I do differently next time to minimize such difficulties?

· What personal skills did I draw on in handling this situation? What personal skills would I like to have had in order to have handled it better and how might I develop them?
If I were to pick one thing that was most satisfying about this experience (from all three aspects: personal, civic and academic), it is: 
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