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Old Dogs, New Opinions
Contrary to stereotypes, people grow maore
liberal and tolerant as they age

A stroll through the greeting card aisle
off msary dime stores reveals Amers
cans beliefs abour aging, The cards
clearly comvey the widehy held belied
that as the years ek by, people not
by get weaker and slower, they also
gel crankize and more choge-mdnded.
In short, "TAmericans] think that old
people ger as righd as their artesies,”
aiye Micholas L. Danlgelis, a socinlo-
gt At the Universicy of Yermont,

Terin a secent soady published in
the Cetobes 2007 Ameras Soctalomionl
Revisns, Danigels shows the cpposie
b be true: As peopleage, thesr polid-
o] attinsdcs grow more liberal and
fexible. "We foand no support for the
bogeyman of perommology, which s
thar the obder you ger, the more cone
servative arsd rigid you become,” he
LRI

Using data froen the Mational
| Opinion Research Centec’s Genersal
! Sncial 5_-:|1rl.'._-}"s. the mathors examised
| the ;H'_:|jr||_"-|| arirades of 26, Y10 Amerd
can achohs from the yEars 19 b
EIH:I-I.‘Th(':.-' ar:.'..]:,-'.r:rd p-cr_.plr:'s atiitudes

rorwand women and blacks; their sap
port of civil rghus for such unpopalar
EFCAIGH 38 COTMMUALSTS, Facs0s, and
atheists; and their opansorg about such
pr‘rmn:ﬂ imsues as divorce, exirrman-
ml sex, and the :'i_g;'.ﬁt 48] rJ.iE.TJ".E'g.- WErE
particularhy interested in how the atti
mades of people age & and older come
pared 1o the aminides of people undee
the age of 40

Drangeiis and his colleagues Soumd
that although Armerbcan coloere asa
whols became e liberal ower these
33 years Dt‘:DFL' ape &l and alder
became more liberal more guickly
than did their younger counterparts
cy ot meadiees. [ndeed, od some
issned, such as protectng free speech
for unpopuilar groups, the s0-ard-
Ch]lﬂt'r L I.'IE!'.'H."'I:I.E' pinley g :.l':l\]'EI.'J.'II.‘I CIYET
time, while the 4-and-under cooad
heme les o

"W never saw that the ofdsr
cohrt became more conservanive
wihile che younger groap becarme
muoae liberal or remadned sacie,™ sem-
marizes Danigeliz “And in no case did

we find that the &0-and-clder growp
didn't change az all.”

If peopls acnzally loosen up as
r.._'1::|.' REE, wh}' g0 American sSeren.
rypes hold thar they become moss ser
i thoeir ways? Danigellz polace oo pam
forces thar nursed Amerdcans agalns:
their elders. Fost, “the Amersean Res-
chetion challenged the old sysems of [
parriarchy with nrw!ung’:ndiﬂ:.:.: af |
libery and equalicg,” he suys, “which
led to 8 systernanic dismantling of the
starure of older folls.” Second, te
indusrral revalution shifted people’s
values away from the experence and
knenwledjge that the agratian ke
demanded and temard the mobdlicy
and youth that Bactories prederred. "It
was i 1&0degree tum,” he sys. "0id
Became bad and YTILINE became
Food.”

Many other cultines view their
oder memibers as the kespers of tra-
dizsion. Yer they are more likely to see
thedr older members’ resistance (o
change as "thinkimg tam or thize |
mowes doswn the road, rarher than evi-
denece of dgid thenking ™ he says

Az baby booaners age and younger
generations casty their Brthrates,
SOTTRE SEErecTypes of the o are diss
TaRing, "But | fear thar we'ne -:.rear.ing
rew stereotypes that are just as scany”
says Danipelis, including that of "old
people &3 an ntesest group whom
o deset 't want to cross because the
AAPT and Gray Panthers are going e
come after vou” Like ctheir predeces-
sofg, these new vlews do not acknowl-
edge that old people change their ami- |
rudess and behaviors o the aame ways |
that wousy people do.

“¥et organizations should know
that oider workers ars EETIS 10 be
cherished.” "1:.1.1:;:.. "Cilde= |_'-:uplr
harve experiences; they have knoad
eoge, and they have the 2hility to |

adapr” —Alama Comner
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