ENVS 290: Environmental Policy
Fall, 2005: Tuesday and Thursday: 2:00 - 3:15pm, Votey 207
Saleem H. Ali, Ph.D.

Contact details:e mail  Saleem.Ali@uvm.edu  or phone 802-656-0173
Web page: http://www.uvm.edu/~shali
Office Hours Wednesday: 1 – 4 pm or by appointment (Bittersweet, 153 S. Prospect St.)
________________________________________________________________________

The aim of this course is to provide advanced undergraduate students with an in-depth review of environmental policy in the United States with some comparative measures across other countries with substantive environmental laws. As part of the course we will focus on three key areas of inquiry:

a) What are the key drivers of environmental policy?

b) How can we evaluate policy effectiveness?

c) Where are conflicts most likely to arise in environmental policy-making and how can they be addressed
Attendance is essential and class participation is an important element of the course. You are entitled to two unexcused absences in the whole semester. Any additional absences without prior approval will adversely affect your grade. We will take attendance every week.

Readings

We have a text book for the class:

Lawrence Rothenberg (2002). Environmental Choices: Policy Responses to Green Demands. Washington DC: Congressional Quarterly Press.

In addition, you will all be expected to read local, national and international media at least once per week (see class format section below). There will be a series of readings online and occasionally articles distributed in class beforehand.

You are actually expected to do the readings in their entirety and will be quizzed in class about them using “the Socratic method.” Your responses will determine your “class participation grade.”

Evaluation

There will be an in-class mid-term exam (30% of grade), and a final research paper on a contemporary environmental policy concern of around 2500 words (50% of grade) and class participation will be 20% of the grade – based on regular news report update.
Class Format:

 Since this is a seminar course, you are expected to be active learners and participate fully in the class. We will have one class per week in lecture format (Tuesday) and the second class in the week (Thursdays) will be an interactive opportunity to discuss environmental policy issues that are of relevance to the subject-matter being covered for that week.  Students will be expected to have done some reading independently of local, national and international media (within this year) debating a particular environmental policy issue and come prepared to present it in class. On Thursdays, at least four students will be asked to present these issues verbally in class and start the discussion with some key questions that they may have about this issue.
Syllabus (Readings and assignments are listed for the date on which they are due)
	August 30

September 1


	Class introduction   -- no readings
Discussion of policy determinants of each student’s “most salient environmental challenge” – come prepared with your environmental challenge and some information on what has been done to address it.


	September 6

September 8


	Economic and Ethical Determinants of Environmental Policy
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 1
Discussion topic: Oil demand: consumer choice through ethical or economic considerations


	September 13

September 15


	The Case for Government Intervention in Environmental Policy
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 2

Video viewing: TBA



	September20

September 22


	A Brief History of U.S. Environmental Policy – guest speaker
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 3

Video viewing: TBA



	September 27
September 29

	National political influences on environmental policy
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 4

Discussion topic: Air quality regulation


	October 4
October 6


	Policy implementation and enforcement
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 5

Mid-term exam in class

	October 11
October 13


	Environmental Federalism
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 6

Discussion topic: Drinking water regulation



	October 18
October 20


	The Politics of Land and Governance
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 7

Discussion topic: Conservation policy on National Parks and related territories

 

	October 25
October 27


	Organizational behavior of regulatory agencies
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 8

Discussion topic: Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (guest speaker from agency on waste management policy)



	November 1
November 3


	Regulatory Impact Analyses: Cost, Benefits and Risks
Reading: Rothenberg, Chapter 9

Discussion topic:  Climate change policy

	November 8
November 10


	The Greening of Industry: Evaluating Voluntary Compliance
Reading by Press and Mazmanian (2005) – handed out in class

Discussion topic: Superfund compliance


	November 15
November 17


	Readings from Cecilia Danks – guest speaker
Climate Change Video

	November 22
November 24 (No class)


	No Class this week


	November 29
December 1


	Guest speaker: Jason Corburn, Columbia University, Class in Stafford 101
Guest Speaker: Ruma Khori, IBM

	December 6  Last day of classes
	Paper submissions and key points on research from each student



Online Media Resource List for Discussion Segments:

Surf all the key free online newspapers, specially, New York Times, Washington Post, 

Boston Globe, Christian Science Monitor, The Guardian, Sydney Morning Herald,  Grist Magazine (www.grist.org) , E-online, Science magazine --- www.aaas.org (Policy Forum), Reuters, Foreign Policy

Some potential paper topics:

· Water quality regulations and their impact on industry versus benefits to the public

· Air quality regulations following the Clean Air Act amendments of 1990: have things improved?

· The use of science by the EPA in policy formulation

· Comparison between European and American policy on climate change

· Nuclear waste repository location: policy formulation for Yucca mountain

· Endangered species act reform: balancing economic and environmental policy

· Central American Free Trade Agreement: consequences for US environmental policy

· Comparison between the Clinton and Bush administration on specific environmental policy concerns

· Has stricter regulation led to decreased economic performance? A review of the literature

· The role of corporate lobbyists on environmental policy (choose particular industry)

· The role of environmentalists on environmental policy  (choose a few key organizations)

· Energy policy and its environmental consequence: conservation and technological change
· Vermont’s environmental policy: how is it different from other states in the region?

· Coastal zone protection and environmental policy for high risk events

· Water management with dams: formulating environmental policy beyond the age of large dams

· Fossil fuel policy: how to manage driver behavior to reduce consumption and emissions

· U.S environmental policy exchanges with Canada: what lessons can we draw from each other on Great Lakes environmental concerns

· Electronic waste management policy: where should we place emphasis – on product design or consumer behavior?

· Environmental health policy: risk perception versus actual risk in policy formulation with cancer-causing agents versus other chemicals
· Forestry policy and endangered species: lessons since the spotted owl controversy
· Formulating a balanced policy on genetically modified organisms (GMOs)

· Understanding the confluence of agricultural and environmental policies: fertilizer usage, pesticide application and feeding the country
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