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Course Description: This course explores the causes of conflicts involving environmental concerns, without presuming that environmental disputes are necessarily a cause of conflict -- indeed they may be a part of the solution to wider regional conflicts. The emerging field of environmental conflict resolution has its roots in various disciplines such as political science, economic game theory, systems analysis, sociology and anthropology. The study of conflict versus cooperation also has an important basis in natural science, particularly in evolutionary biology and ethology.  Our aim in the first part of the class is to explore theories of conflict and cooperation from various disciplinary perspectives  to glean common lessons that may be applied to "real-world" cases. The second part of the course will focus on the practice of conflict resolution and various approaches to resolving conflicts and their relative applicability in different parts of the world. 

Class Requirements: The class will be evenly divided between lectures and seminar discussions. Participation in class discussions is an essential part of the learning experience, and in order to have an informed discussion all participants must complete the assigned readings before coming to class. Performance will be assessed through two short written assignments (20% each), a class presentation (15%) and one final research paper (45%) -- due on April 30.

List of Class topics and readings 

Week 1 (January 14): Introduction, Contending views of environmental conflicts 

Kaplan, Robert (2000). The Coming Anarchy: Shattering the Dreams of the Post Cold War. New York NY: Random House. You only need to read the article which led to this book, web accessible: http://dieoff.org/page67.htm
LeBlanc, Stephen (2005). “Warfare and Ecology” in Constant Battles  (in reader)
Chapters 1-2 of “Beyond War and Peace” (2007).
Some readings from U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution: http://www.ecr.gov/what.htm 

Related Resources: 

Interview of Kaplan by CDI: http://www.cdi.org/adm/1311/Kaplan.html 

Susskind, Lawrence et al eds. (1999). The Consensus-building Handbook. Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications. 

Week 2 – class will meet on Wednesday Jan 23, 4-6:   Exploring political theories of conflict versus cooperation 
De Soysa, Indra (2002). “Ecoviolence: Shrinking Pie or Honeypot.” Global Environmental Politics, November 2002.

Haas, Peter (2002). “Constructing Environmental Conflicts from Resource Scarcity.”

Khagram and Ali (2006) “Environmental security.” Annual Review of Environment and Resources
Contrast the preceding reading with:

Contrast:

http://www.homerdixon.com/download/the_myth_of_global.pdf
and

http://www.homerdixon.com/download/is_anarchy_coming.pdf
Related Resources: 

Woodrow Wilson Center, Environmental Change and Security Project: 
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/ecsp
Professor Homer-Dixon's web page: http://www.homerdixon.com/ 

Hyden, Goran (1997) "Livelihoods and Security in Africa: Contending Perspectives in the New Global Order." Web accessible: http://web.africa.ufl.edu/asq/v1/1/1.htm
Week 3 (January 28): The Biological and Behavioral Roots of Conflict

Ridley, Matt (1995). The Origins of Virtue: Human Instincts and the Evolution of Cooperation. New York NY: Viking. 

Bowles, Samuel and Herbert Gintis (2003). “Origins of Human Cooperation.” In Peter Hammerstein ed. Genetic and Cultural Evolution of Cooperation. MIT Press.
Chapters 3 and 4 of “Beyond War and Peace.”, 2007
Related Resources 

Detailed review of Ridley's book: http://www.goldmark.org/jeff/papers/ridley/ridley-onefile.html 

Week 4 (February 4): Game Theory and Conflict Resolution

Schered Donald ed. (1990). Upstream/Downstream: Issues in Environmental Ethics. Philadelphia PA: Temple University Press:

Ch: Scherer, Donald “The Game of Games.”

Ch: Schelling, Thomas. “Thermostats, Lemons and Other Family of Models.”

Ray, Indrajit (2000). Game Theory and the Environment: Old solutions and New Solution Concepts. Available online: http://www.core.ucl.ac.be/climneg/pdf/CLIMNEG-CLIMBEL_WP27.pdf  (DON’T Worry about the equations, just focus on the text)
Related resources: 

Binmore, Ken (1998). Game Theory and the Social Contract. Vol. 2 Cambridge MIT Press.

Ward, Hugh (1993). Game Theory and the Politics of the Global Commons. The Journal of Conflict Resolution.   June 1993
Week 5 (February 11): Negotiation analysis: quantitative and qualitative approaches to environmental contracts

Watkins, Michael (2000). Negotiation Analysis: A Synthesis. Harvard Business School teaching note. 

Readings from Zeckhauser et al eds. (1996). Wise Choices: Decisions, Games and Negotiations. Boston MA: Harvard Business School Press. 

Ralph Keene. “Valuing Billions of Dollars.”

Young, H. Peyton. “Dividing the Indivisible.”

Clyman, Dana. “Measuring Cooperation in Negotiation.”
Thomas Schelling. “Global divisions for the very long term.”
Related Resources 

Buchanan, J. and G. Tullock (1962). The Calculus of Consent. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 

Assignment 1 (Due in class on February 11): Describe a conflict from your own personal or professional life in which some of the strategies discussed in the readings for this week could have helped you. The assignment should have three parts:

· Description of your conflict

· What you did to try and resolve it

· What you could have done better

Week 6 (February 20):  Tradiational approaches to conflict resolution and external interventions
Reyntjens, Filip and Stef Vandeginste (2005). Tradiational approaches to Negotiation and mediation in Africa.” 

Ahmed Yusuf Farah (2005) Roots of reconciliation in Somaliland.
Luc Huyse (2005). Dealing with the past and imaging the future. 

Dynamics of Navajo Peace-building (2005).
Week 7 (March 5): Environmental conflicts in international law 
Peruse through web site of the Center for International Environmental Law

http://www.ciel.org/
Readings from Susskind, Lawrence (1994). Environmental Diplomacy. Oxford University Press (will be distributed in class)
Roger Payne (2005). “The Limits and Promise of Environmental Conflict Prevention.”
Related Resources

Tolba, Mostafa (1998). Global Environmental Diplomacy: Negotiating Environmental Agreements for the World 1973 - 1992. Cambrdige MA: MIT Press.
Environmental Treaties Database at Columbia University: http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/entri/
Week 8 (March 17):  
Simulation exercise  

Harborco: A game prepared by Larry Susskind for the Program on Negotiation at Harvard Law School. Available for pickup in Bittersweet (above fireplace) 

Related Resources: 

Crowfoot, James and Julia M. Wondolleck (1990). Environmental Disputes: Community Involvement in Conflict Resolution. Washington DC: Island Press. 
Cormick, Gerald et al. (1996). Building Consensus for a Sustainable Future. Ottawa, Canada: National Round Table on the Environment and the Economy. 
The U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution, the University of Wyoming's Institute for Environment and Natural Resources (IENR), and the Meridian Institute. Report on Elk and Bison Management Conflicts. http://www.ecr.gov/pdf/JBE_report.pdf 
Week 9 (March 24): Science as a possible arbitrator of environmental conflicts 
Ozawa, Connie (2006). “Science in Environmental Conflicts.” Downloadable from: http://web.pdx.edu/~ozawac/CRQ.pdf
Martin Brian and Evelyn Richards (1995). "Scientific Knowledge, Controversy, and Public Decision-Making" in Jasanoff et al eds. Handbook of Science and Technology Studies. Newbury Park, CA: Sage, 1995. http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/sts/bmartin/pubs/95handbook.html 

The U.S. Supreme Court’s Daubert Decision: Read all segments

Related Resources: 

Breyer, Stephen (1993). Breaking the Vicious Circle: Toward Effective Risk Regulation. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press. 
Jasanoff, Sheila (1990). The Fifth Branch: Science Advisors as Policymakers. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press. 
Week 10 (March 26) – Date change – Class 4-6pm: Environmentalism and value-based conflict resolution 
Ali, Saleem H. (2007). "Climate Conflicts”  Available online at:
http://www.uvm.edu/~shali/Climate%20Conflicts.pdf
PANEL WITH CONTENDING POLICY VIEWS ON CLIMATE CHANGE: 

Jen Jenkins
Week 11 (April 7): Environmental litigation versus negotiation 
Coglianese, Cary (1998). "Assessing Consensus: The Promise and Performance of Negotiated Rule-making." Duke Law Journal, 
http://www.law.duke.edu/journals/cite.php?46+Duke+L.+J.+1255
Langbein, Laura and Cornelius Kerwin (2000). “Regulatory Negotiation versus Conventional Rule-making: Claims, Counter-claims and Empirical Evidence.” Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory.
Tony Foley (2007). Environmental Conflict resolution: relational and environmental attentiveness as measures of success.” 
Related Resources: 

Stitt, Allan (1998). Alternative Dispute Resolution for Organizations: How to Design a System for Effective Conflict Resolution. New York NY: Wiley. 
Assignment 2 (due in class on April 7) : Prepare a group-wide qualitative conflict assessment of the Climate change policy conflict that was the subject of our panel.

Week 12 (April 14): Psychological Issues in Environmental Conflicts
Deutsch, Morton (1973): “Strategies of Inducing Cooperation.”

Rubin Jeffrey. "Psychological Traps." from Lewicki ed. Negotiation Analysis (in reader) 

Morris, Michael and Steven K. Su. (1999). “Social Psychological Obstacles in Environmental Conflict Resolution.” American Behavioral Scientist, Vol. 42, No. 8.
Ali, Saleem H. (2007) Introduction to “Peace Parks: conservation and conflict resolution.”

Available online at:  http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/chapters/0262511983intro1.pdf
Week 13 (April 21):  Mediation in environmental conflict resolution
Campbell, Marcia Caton and Donald Floyd (1996). “Thinking Critically about Environmental Mediation.” Journal of Planning Literature, Vol. 10, No. 3.

O'Leary, Rosemary 1997). Environmental Mediation and Public Managers: 

What Do We Know and How Do We Know It? Indiana University Working paper 

http://www.spea.indiana.edu/icri/env_medi.htm 

Related Resources: 

Amy, Douglas (1987). The Politics of Environmental Mediation. New York NY: 

Columbia University Press 
Week 14: (April  28): Presentation of research papers summary of class lessons
Binghmam, Fairman, Fiorino and O’leary (2003). Fulfilling the Promise of Environmental Conflict Resolution. In The Promise and Performance of Environmental Conflict Resolution. Resources for the Future Press.
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