
"Why am I at college?"    CLAS 15 (TAP) Fall 2011 Writing Exercise (approx. 10 pages) 
Discussion appointment before 16 Sept.          Outline due: 7 Oct.            Final Draft due: 18 Nov. 

The University of Vermont is currently developing a new definition of its vision for 
undergraduate education, and moving to assess how general goals (the "proposed outcomes" 
below) can be implemented in conjunction with course offerings and with degree requirements in 
each of UVM's colleges and schools.  
 

Faculty members rely on their own experience as students and on the lessons they have learned as 
professional teachers, but they cannot take account of what YOU, as an individual student, may 
bring to the discussion.   
 

You may not have thought deeply about the purpose of your education in the abstract terms 
expressed in these "outcomes," and this exercise is designed to help you do so. 
 

Proposed Outcomes for Undergraduate Education 

1) Communication and Information Literacy 

2) Quantitative Reasoning 

3) Cultures, Diversity and Global Perspectives 

4) Sciences, Systems and Sustainability 

5) Art, Aesthetics, and Design 

6) Integration and Application of Knowledge 
 

 

Plainly said, it matters a great deal what individual students think about the purpose and goals of 
their own educational programs. You have already made some choices, perhaps in declaring a 
major, but certainly in selecting courses for the present semester.  How did you decide upon the 
choices you have made thus far? 
 

What a first-year student thinks will change over the course of four undergraduate years. The 
usefulness and value of a college experience will be assessed in a different light ten or twenty or 
more years in the future. Change in itself is part of learning and personal growth, but no serious 
study should be dismissed as "time wasted".  Have you considered the long-term value of what 
you are currently studying—even as your focus will be changing in the months ahead? 
 

In what ways do these "outcomes" delineated by faculty members reflect your own sense of 
purpose as an undergraduate student, in light of your own learning experiences at home, at 
school, and as a member of the community?  In particular: What imbalance, if any, do you feel 
personally as you contemplate this list? Which goal(s), if any, matter(s) to you personally more 
than the others? Which goal(s), if any, do you find personally challenging—or even irrelevant?  
Be honest with yourself! 
 

Begin by making notes or an outline. Later on, reflect carefully on how each of the courses you 
are registered for in the present semester relates to the "outcomes": in other words, what skills or 
personal values are you deriving from each of them, and to what extent does your own 
involvement in the course work help you find excitement and enjoyment in learning (or, 
conceivably, the opposite!)? 
 

For all the abstract thinking required, this exercise is not without fairly immediate practical value: 
it will help you sift the possibilities for course selection next semester (and that process begins in 
mid-October)! 
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