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Why College Football Should Be Banned

The costs are high, the benefits to students are low, argues Buzz Bissinger. And academics

pay the price
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The average student gets nothing from football programs that remain sacrosanct despite tuition increases.

In more than 20 years I've spent studying the issue, | have yet to hear a convincing
argument that college football has anything do with what is presumably the primary

purpose of higher education: academics.

More

Ditching a Playoff to Save the Rose Bowl:
Why the Big Ten and Pac-12 SHould Secede
From College Football's Postseason

That's because college football has no
academic purpose. Which is why it needs
to be banned. A radical solution, yes. But
necessary in today's times.

Football only provides the thickest layer of distraction in an atmosphere in which
colleges and universities these days are all about distraction, nursing an obsession with
the social well-being of students as opposed to the obsession that they are there for the
vital and single purpose of learning as much as they can to compete in the brutal

realities of the global economy.

Photos: A Legacy of Scandal

Who truly benefits from college football?
Alumni who absurdly judge the quality of
their alma mater based on the quality of
the football team. Coaches such as Nick
Saban of the University of Alabama and
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Bob Stoops of the University of Oklahoma
who make obscene millions. The players
themselves don't benefit, exploited by a
system in which they don't receive a dime
of compensation. The average student
doesn't benefit, particularly when football
programs remain sacrosanct while tuition
costs show no signs of abating as many
governors are slashing budgets to the

View Slideshow I
Associated Press
North Carolina football coach Butch Davis

bone.

If the vast majority of major college football programs made money, the argument to
ban football might be a more precarious one. But too many of them don't—to the
detriment of academic budgets at all too many schools. According to the NCAA, 43% of
the 120 schools in the Football Bowl Subdivision lost money on their programs. This is
the tier of schools that includes such examples as that great titan of football excellence,
the University of Alabama at Birmingham Blazers, who went 3-and-9 last season. The
athletic department in 2008-2009 took in over $13 million in university funds and student
fees, largely because the football program cost so much, The Wall Street Journal
reported. New Mexico State University's athletic department needed a 70% subsidy in
2009-2010, largely because Aggie football hasn't gotten to a bowl game in 51 years.
Outside of Las Cruces, where New Mexico State is located, how many people even
know that the school has a football program? None, except maybe for some savvy
contestants on "Jeopardy." What purpose does it serve on a university campus? None.

Audio

Buzz Bissinger stopped by The Daily Wrap

The most recent example is the
University of Maryland. The president
there, Wallace D. Loh, late last year
announced that eight varsity programs
would be cut in order to produce a leaner
athletic budget, a kindly way of saying
that the school would rather save
struggling football and basketball
programs than keep varsity sports such as track and swimming, in which the vast
majority of participants graduate.

from The Wall Street Journal and discussed
his views with host Michael Castner.

00:00 |
04:18

‘ ‘ Ifyou want to establish a minor league system
that the National Football League pays for—
which they should—that is fine.

b

Part of the Maryland football problem: a $50.8 million modernization of its stadium in
which too many luxury suites remain unsold. Another problem: The school reportedly
paid $2 million to buy out head coach Ralph Friedgen at the end of the 2010 season,
even though he led his team to a 9-and-4 season and was named Atlantic Coast
Conference Coach of the Year. Then, the school reportedly spent another $2 million to
hire Randy Edsall from the University of Connecticut, who promptly produced a record of
2-and-10 last season.

In an interview with the Baltimore Sun in March, Mr. Loh said that the athletic
department was covering deficits, in large part caused by attendance drops in football
and basketball, by drawing upon reserves that eventually dwindled to zero. Hence
cutting the eight sports.

This is just the tip of the iceberg. There are the medical dangers of football in general
caused by head trauma over repetitive hits. There is the false concept of the football

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304743704577382292376194220.html

8/27/12 12:34 PM

Get your 4 week risk free trial i UBSCRIBENOW ™

1 UVVLL aialive

More in Sports Main

Roger Federer Actually Likes Tennis

Follow the Money—But Where?

Lance Armstrong's Unfinished Road

For Murray, Slam Win Won't Be Easy as 1, 2, 3
Introducing the Los Angeles Red Sox

Most Popular

Read Emailed Video Commented

=

The Secrets of Your iPhone and iPad
2. Apple Victory Shifts Power Balance

3- Health Care Shift Raises Cost

4. Opinion: Cheesecake Factory Medicine

5- He Left Big Footprints on Moon, Earth

Most Read Atrticles Feed

Latest Tweets

WSJSports: He's a trendy US Open pick, but Andy
Murray's probable path make the odds long:
http://t.co/KwM1bKEM @WSJ

26 min ago

WSJSports: In Soccer, Follow the Money-But
Where? @Marcotti on how maddeningly opaque
European teams can be w/ cash:

~ http://t.coluT42bWIX @WSJ

1 hr ago

o fed

WSJSports: RT @WSJ: Roger Federer Actually
Likes Tennis: @tomperrotta Fed at the happiest
point of his career http://t.co/mA0cGSZJ @WSJ

1 hr ago

63

ScottCacciola: RT @TomPerrotta: And here's the
long version of our Federer interview from this
weekend: Federer on Tennis and Everything Else
http://t.co/RYr4dKbgM

1 hr ago

.

WSJSports: 7: # of times since 1990 2 MLB teams
had a scheduled Sunday off during the regular
season. Rays, A's rested due to Convention prep in
Tampa

2 hrs ago

63

Follow WSJ on

Do You Need Cash Now?
Instant Approval - Up To $1500 By Tomorrow - Bad Credit OK
WePayFast.com

Page 2 of 5


http://online.wsj.com/public/page/most_popular.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444443504577603391662755170.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444358404577605233123916096.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/rss?mod=fpp_rss
http://twitter.com/wsj
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3cde/0/0/%2a/c;246228338;0-0;0;71436932;43296-377/38;49572783/49566386/1;u=V1-ZTQ3ZDFkNGYtNDA2NC00YWNkLWJmODAtNGRlNjU0MDY1NGI2**null**377x38******221,245,219,252,12592,12914,13226,12915,12916,227,220**;~okv=;u=V1-ZTQ3ZDFkNGYtNDA2NC00YWNkLWJmODAtNGRlNjU0MDY1NGI2**null**377x38******221,245,219,252,12592,12914,13226,12915,12916,227,220**;page=magicmodule;p39=221;p39=245;p39=219;p39=252;p39=12592;p39=12914;p39=13226;p39=12915;p39=12916;p39=227;p39=220;;mc=b2pfreezone_super;tile=4;sz=377x38;;~aopt=2/1/ee/1;~sscs=%3fhttps://buy.wsj.com/offers/html/offerN.html?trackCode=aap3ejik
http://1590602.r.msn.com/?ld=4vJ_k8SZlN170hc2OwNzUiSp0xL77MpY-BlF74DgnnxP9GsQd4CleLo_vRzjgrxYI2GZjSAvo-K4s1Ab7XsRCMayyb1CSbwE9_5fG0HJZ_bfSSi9b8R5kQsKHpwoPOlYOKIKRjCxWY9WE3q6nr9VewEZo5nwMl8-kxBcZA6UCMf8kfPDbPPu1tbZo1XzY1sSVfsDV6B8fX11LZwYjykV3VoDVUCUxCmphvnuXrfIaUmRDLQwofECZjcz1ttGqv3yPGfauBAwIQHv1JaQwKnsbMCYHwSAO6kbJfsQ
http://1590602.r.msn.com/?ld=4vJ_k8SZlN170hc2OwNzUiSp0xL77MpY-BlF74DgnnxP9GsQd4CleLo_vRzjgrxYI2GZjSAvo-K4s1Ab7XsRCMayyb1CSbwE9_5fG0HJZ_bfSSi9b8R5kQsKHpwoPOlYOKIKRjCxWY9WE3q6nr9VewEZo5nwMl8-kxBcZA6UCMf8kfPDbPPu1tbZo1XzY1sSVfsDV6B8fX11LZwYjykV3VoDVUCUxCmphvnuXrfIaUmRDLQwofECZjcz1ttGqv3yPGfauBAwIQHv1JaQwKnsbMCYHwSAO6kbJfsQ
http://1590602.r.msn.com/?ld=4vJ_k8SZlN170hc2OwNzUiSp0xL77MpY-BlF74DgnnxP9GsQd4CleLo_vRzjgrxYI2GZjSAvo-K4s1Ab7XsRCMayyb1CSbwE9_5fG0HJZ_bfSSi9b8R5kQsKHpwoPOlYOKIKRjCxWY9WE3q6nr9VewEZo5nwMl8-kxBcZA6UCMf8kfPDbPPu1tbZo1XzY1sSVfsDV6B8fX11LZwYjykV3VoDVUCUxCmphvnuXrfIaUmRDLQwofECZjcz1ttGqv3yPGfauBAwIQHv1JaQwKnsbMCYHwSAO6kbJfsQ
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444327204577613512763592978.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_SportsMain
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444914904577613232093853476.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_SportsMain
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444327204577613451543783914.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_SportsMain
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444358404577609481022031136.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_SportsMain
http://blogs.wsj.com/dailyfix/2012/08/27/adrian-gonzalez-carl-crawford-josh-beckett-introducing-the-los-angeles-red-sox/
http://twitter.com/WSJSports
http://t.co/KwM1bKEM
https://twitter.com/WSJ
http://twitter.com/WSJSports/statuses/240116996916797440
http://twitter.com/WSJSports
https://twitter.com/Marcotti
http://t.co/uT42bWIX
https://twitter.com/WSJ
http://twitter.com/WSJSports/statuses/240107661943783426
http://twitter.com/WSJSports
https://twitter.com/WSJ
https://twitter.com/tomperrotta
http://t.co/mA0cGSZJ
https://twitter.com/WSJ
http://twitter.com/WSJSports/statuses/240105838482685953
http://twitter.com/ScottCacciola
https://twitter.com/TomPerrotta
http://t.co/RYr4KbqM
http://twitter.com/ScottCacciola/statuses/240100644470534145
http://twitter.com/WSJSports
http://twitter.com/WSJSports/statuses/240083917661675520
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444230504577613503393663124.html?mod=WSJ_article_forsub
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304743704577382292376194220.html#mostPopular_mostRead
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304743704577382292376194220.html#mostPopular_mostEmailed
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304743704577382292376194220.html#mostPopular_mostPopularVideo
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304743704577382292376194220.html#mostPopular_mostCommented
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444230504577613503393663124.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443713704577601113671007448.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444914904577613510318836918.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304743704577382292376194220.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304743704577382292376194220.html#

Buzz Bissinger: Why College Football Should Be Banned - WSJ.com 8/27/12 12:34 PM

student-athlete that the NCAA endlessly tries to sell, when any major college player will Soccer Jerseys Sale )

tell you that the demands of the game, a year-round commitment, makes the student gﬁg;ﬁ];@tba”/ soccer jerseys sale at wholesale price. fast
half of the equation secondary and superfluous. There are the scandals that have beset www.niceorders.com

programs in the desperate pursuit of winning—the University of Southern California,

Manage your Team Online!

Ohio State University, University of Miami and Penn State University among others. Simple and powerful sports teams management. 100% Free!
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| can't help but wonder how a student at the University of Oregon will cope when in-
state tuition has recently gone up by 9% and the state legislature passed an 11%
decrease in funding to the Oregon system overall for 2011 and 2012. Yet thanks to the
largess of Nike founder Phil Knight, an academic center costing $41.7 million, twice as
expensive in square footage as the toniest condos in Portland, has been built for the
University of Oregon football team.

Always important to feed those Ducks.

| actually like football a great deal. | am not some anti-sports prude. It has a place in our
society, but not on college campuses. If you want to establish a minor league system
that the National Football League pays for—which they should, given that they are the
greatest beneficiaries of college football—that is fine.

Call me the Grinch. But | would much prefer students going to college to learn and be
prepared for the rigors of the new economic order, rather than dumping fees on them to
subsidize football programs that, far from enhancing the academic mission instead
make a mockery of it.

—NMr. Bissinger is the author of "Friday Night Lights." He will participate in a debate Tuesday
evening at New York University, sponsored by Intelligence Squared, in which he and Malcolm
Gladwell will argue that college football should be banned. (See Ideas Calendar)
Corrections & Amplifications

An earlier version of this article incorrectly referred to the University of Oklahoma as
Oklahoma University.
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