
 
UVM students get wet at the Rosales family  
farm in Tacuba (2007 course) 

 

 

 
UVM student going down the Apaneca shade 
coffee canopy tour (optional, 2007 course) 

 

 

 
UVM students relax at Los Cobanos beach at the 
end of the journey (2007 course) 

Coffee Ec ologies & Livelihoods at UVM, 

El Salvador & Beyond !  
A 6-credit, integrated classroom & field -based 

learning experience  
 

December 28, 2008 to January 8, 2009   
(12 Full days, including travel)  

 
Course Overview  �² The sequence starts with the PSS 
095 Coffee Ecologies and Livelihoods (3 credits), offered in 
the UVM campus. Here we do an in-depth overview of coffee 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���� �I�U�R�P�� �¶�E�H�D�Q�� �W�R�� �F�X�S�·���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�W�K��
emphasis on the social and environment dimensions related 
to coffee roasting and consumption .  We then transport 
ourselves to the coffee landscape of Tacuba, El Salvador, 
and learn how coffee is produced by different types of 
growers, help the Association of Organic Coffee Producers of 
Western El Salvador (ACOES) harvest their red, ripe beans, 
and engage in field agroecological and social research 
related to conservation and rural livelihoods.  This sequence 
is designed to expose students to the complexity of global 
coffee networks, the actors that play a role in them, and the 
challenges and opportunities facing more ecologically sound 
and socially just coffee production and consumption.    
 

Café  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Structure and Expectations  �² The on 
campus course provide students with a variety of lectures, 
invited speakers, fieldtrips and hands -on projects.  We do a 
broad overview of the journey of the coffee bean from 
production to your morning coffee cup.  In El Salvador, 
students will collaborate with the Community Agroecology 
Network (CAN), and its partner organizations, the 
Association of Organic Coffee Producers of Western El 
Salvador (ACOES), and Advising & Interdisciplinary research 
for Development and Conservation (ASINDEC).  The CAN 
network is committed to sustaining rural livelihoods and 
environments by integrating Participatory Action Rese arch, 
Action-education and Trade innovations.    
 
 
 

Courses Sequence 
1. PSS/ENVS 095 Coffee Ecologies & Livelihoods, Fall 

Semester (3 credits, on campus) 
2. PSS/ENVS 295: Café (en) Tacuba: Ecologies and Livelihoods 

in a Coffee Landscape of El Salvador, Winter Break (3 
credits, Study Abroad in El Salvador for 12 days) 


