The UVM Community Service Scholars Program: Student Highlight – Nick Balfour
Student leader Nick Balfour, a native Vermonter, and member of the Community Service Scholars Program (CSSP), embodies what it means to be a civically engaged student.  As a member of the CSSP leadership team, Nick has truly shaped the program and worked tirelessly to ensure the group’s success; from his organization of fundraising events to his planning of new scholar orientation and the time he dedicates to helping other students perform more than 80 hours of service a year, Nick is a grounding force for the program. He has even helped to make huge systematic changes to CSSP, drawing on his involvement in the Dewey House for Civic Engagement and connecting all newly selected scholars to this residential program dedicated to service.  Not satisfied with simply being involved in one program, Nick also serves as a leader of TREK orientation programs, participates in Alternative Spring Breaks, and sits on the advisory committee for the office of Community-University Partnerships and Service-Learning (CUPS).  Without the Community Service Scholarship, UVM might have lost out on having a student like Nick on our campus.
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The Community Service Scholars Program exists to enrich the University of Vermont with active student leaders and scholars by providing students with annual financial awards in recognition and support of their ongoing civic engagement. Civic engagement is an essential part of higher education and, through participation, prepares UVM students to build healthy communities and contribute to society both while they are students and upon graduation. The CSSP program promotes academic achievement, service-learning, and active participation in communities. Students serve 80 hours a year in the communities in which they study and live, dedicating themselves to academic success, encouraging others to participate in the community, reaching out to organizations in need, and modeling civic responsibility.

Starting in Fall 2009, the Community Service Scholars program will be co-housed in both the Office of Community-University Partnerships and Service-Learning (CUPS) and the Residential Learning Communities.  Students will live in the Dewey House for Civic Engagement, participate in an academic service-learning seminar their first two years, and be advised through a 4-year leadership development program that will culminate in senior project of their own choosing.  This collaboration between academic and co-curricular programs means students are engaged at multiple levels, making more likely to succeed and enhancing their capacity to develop critical thinking skills that they will take with them to any setting. 
