CDAE 195: Sustainable Development of Island Economics in Saint Lucia

~Reflection of Service-Learning~
 “To connect the world of observations and facts with the world of ideas…”
1. Daily Group Reflections: At the end of each work day your group should meet for about twenty minutes to discuss your days work. These reflections can be one per group, typed or handwritten, in paragraphs or as notes, and handed into the hotel front desk by 8pm. At the end of the trip these must all be typed up and handed in as a packet of reflections (don’t forget to date them).  
      Key points to include:
a. Successes of the day: interactions, project goals accomplished, places visited, etc. that went efficiently, smoothly and were enjoyable. Why do you think it went this way?  Was it because of your knowledge, past experience or strong interest you came with? Was it because of the local’s knowledge, experience, or interest? Was it due to the certain region of the island?

b. Frustrations and failures of the day: same as above but inefficiency, awkward situations, tasks that were not enjoyable. Why? 

c. Sustainable Development: Really dig deep to why your day’s work went the way it did. Did the success and/or failures stem from the island’s way of life? Employment, government, economical status, education, etc? Are there similarities/differences from one region of the island to the next?
2. Perspective Essay- Daily Reflections: This will be an essay that compiles your group’s daily reflections. By reading over each work day you will find trends to the project’s development, positive and negative interactions and be able to think about why this all occurred. 
      Key Points to include:

a. What events, interactions, observations etc. throughout the project shifted your perspective of the projects purpose or significance? How did your project change?
b. What knowledge or experience should you have had before performing this service-learning project in St. Lucia?  What would have made you more prepared?
c. What knowledge or experience are you happy to have had prior to your project? What skills were you happy to come with?
d. How did your interactions with your partner change over the course of our visit?

e. Do you think that your work this year has created a stronger partnership for the following years?

3.  Descriptive Essay- St. Lucian people: Describe on local person. 
a.  Describe one local person who impacted your perception, lifestyle choice, skill base, knowledge, or experiences. How did the interaction occur? What conversations or actions were comfortable or awkward? Is this based on a cultural or societal difference between the U.S and the Caribbean? How would this person be differently perceived if living in the U.S? Could they even be the same person, i.e. way of dress, employment, vocal in opinions, religion, etc? How do you think this person perceives you and your opportunities and choices or lack of? Really tell the story of this person and how the two of you compare. 
Academic
It will be helpful to remember that reflection is not separate from your academic product. Alongside the project steps and background information is how the project was developed, implemented and your recommendations for the future.  

· Project: Your activity in St. Lucia. The service and developed materials will be a continuous service learning project- how you help the St. Lucian people help themselves.

· Paper: The written report.  The formal report is to show how your service will be continued by both the university and your St. Lucian partner.  It is where you display how your project is sustainable (i.e. not just community service, yet not purely academic) and it is where you explain the degree of support St. Lucia will need from the university after this trip.   

