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August 14, 2008 
 
When will the rain stop ??   Hopefully,   the sun will shine a bit more during the coming week. 
 
We are getting ready for harvest at which time we will be conducting an extensive fruit 
evaluation.  We are a bit concerned about the Ginger Gold fruit in Orchard 2 since the crows 
have found them (see below left).  We are also seeing what appears to be black rot coming in 
at lenticels (see below right) -- we need to investigate this further.   At this point, the incidence 
of rot does not appear extensive but it is disturbing. 
 

    
Bird Damage on Ginger Gold    Rot on Ginger Gold 
 
 
Luckily, the other cultivars are looking nice…. 
 

  
                       Macoun                                             Honeycrisp 
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                         Liberty                                                           Zestar! 
 
 
Research News:  Morgan Cromwell,  a graduate student who is evaluating alternative organic 
options to lime sulfur and sulfur in disease management,  presented her 2007 results at a UVM 
research day this spring  and at national scientific meeting in July.  Her first year results can be 
viewed at:  http://www.uvm.edu/~organica/OrganicAProject/Cromwell2007Results.pdf
 
Morgan and Sarah Kingsley-Richards have started the final 2008 foliar assessment of disease 
incidence and severity associated with various alternatives -- a very time-consuming, but 
important task.   
 
 

     
                  Morgan Cromwell                                         Sarah Kingsley-Richards 
 
 
 
A Correction:   In the August 1, 2008 issue of Orchard Observations,  I mentioned we had 
applied BT and spinosad that week --  we only had applied spinosad.   
 

 
IMPORTANT: It is the grower’s responsibility to ensure that any crop production practice or material used in 
the orchard is acceptable in their particular state’s organic certification program. Some materials deemed 
organically acceptable on the National List may not be acceptable in some states. Contact your federally accredited 
certifying agency to know what is acceptable and to ensure compliance with regulations in your state.  
 
Where trade names or commercial products are used for identification, no discrimination is intended and no 
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 3

endorsement is implied. Always read the label before using any pesticide. The label is the legal document for 
the product use. Disregard any information in this newsletter if it is in conflict with the label or 
organic certification.  

We Value Your Input and Want to Address Your Needs 
Please send your comments and suggestions to lorraine.berkett@uvm.edu

For more information on the OrganicA Project please see:  
http://www.uvm.edu/organica/

The OrganicA Project is being funded by a grant from the  
USDA Integrated Organic Program 
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