
PSS 10 - Home and Garden Horticulture 
Fall Semester, 2007 

 

Prerequisites:  None 
Instructor:  Dr. Mark C. Starrett 
Office:   Hills Science Bldg., Room 5 
Phone:   656-0467 
E-mail:  Mark.Starrett@uvm.edu 
Office hours:  Fridays, 10 - 11 AM (by appointment) 
TA:   Cole Downing, Rm. 136 Hills Science (e-mail: cole.downing@uvm.edu) 
 
Course Objectives:  To provide students with basic horticultural knowledge to enable them to 
have a better understanding of the care and use of plants in and around the home, including turf, 
ornamentals, vegetables and home garden fruit plants. 
  
Course format:  Lectures with supplementary demonstration materials, slides and videos.    
Class meets from 12:20 - 1:10 PM on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
  
Texts:  The American Horticultural Society:  Encyclopedia of Gardening (2003) 
 (Dorling Kindersley, New York,  ISBN 0-7894-9653-4) 

 
 Botany for Gardeners by  Brian Capon (2005) 
 (Timber Press, Inc., ISBN 0-88192-655-8) 
  
Grades:  Your grade for the course will be determined by 3 hour exams and 13 weekly quizzes. 
The hour exams will be worth 30% each for a total of 90% of your grade and the quizzes will 
total 10% of your final grade.  The lowest 3 quiz scores will be dropped. There will be NO 
make-up exams given in this class unless you contact me before the exam.  I am readily 
available in my office by telephone or e-mail!  
  

Policies: 
Classroom conduct: 
1.) Students are expected to attend and be prepared for all classes 
2.) Students are expected to arrive on time and stay in class until the period ends.  If a student 
knows in advance that he or she will need to leave early, the instructor should be notified before 
the class period begins.  The student should sit in an area where he/she will least disrupt the class 
on exit. 
3.)  All cell phones MUST be turned off before class starts.  Failure to do so will result in 
disciplinary action. 
   
Academic integrity:   
Please familiarize yourself with the UVM Academic Integrity Code and UVM Code of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities.  Plan to adhere to these codes in this course as with all your other 
courses, activities and actions at UVM.  Policies are available as PDF downloads at: 
http://www.uvm.edu/~uvmppg/ppg/?Page=alphalist.php  
 
Grading:  A+  =  97 - 100%    C+  =  77 - 79% 
   A    =  93 - 96%    C    =  73 - 76% 
   A-   =  90 - 92%    C-  =  70 - 72% 
   B+  =  87 - 89%    D+  =  67 - 69% 
   B    =  83 - 86%    D    =  63 - 66% 
   B-   =  80 - 82%    D-   =  60 - 62% 
         F    =  below 60% 


