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What it means to be an “orphan” 
discipline  

•  An orphan is a person whose parents 
have died; and would typically be 
immature and in need of care and 
guidance.  Adoption often a remedy.   

•  A discipline is an orphan if its 
metaphysical and scientific assumptions 
have collapsed; but it still has substantial 
influence on pedagogy and practice.  



What are the orphan disciplines? 

•  The set is hard to bound; and disciplines have 
ragged edges and overlap with, and reinforce 
each other.  There is a truce/common parentage.  

•  There is a subset of disciplines which are 
explicitly normative: economics, finance,  law, 
governance, ethics and (religion.)   

•  Other implicitly normative disciplines such as 
health and animal sciences, engineering, etc  
also are in need of adoption.   Not discussed 
here.   







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring around the rosie 
A pocket full of posies 

Ashes, Ashes 
All Fall Down 


