Invasive Species

Taxonomic Name: Celastrus orbiculatus

Common Name: Oriental bittersweet

Physical Description:

Growth Type: Celastrus orbiculatus grows as a rapid and

aggressive, thicket forming vine and at maturity can reach up to two feet
in height.

Leaves: The green leaves of the Celastrus orbiculatus are round with
finely toothed and serrated edges which are arranged alternately.

Flowers: The inconspicuous white flowers, borne in the axils of the
leaves of this plant emerge in the spring. This distinguishes this
invasive species from the native, Celastrus scandens whose flowers
and fruit are more terminally located on the stem.



Fruit: A showy yellow capsule containing bright orange-red seeds
matures in early fall.

UGA2105095

Invasive Nature: Celastrus orbiculatus is regularly eaten by
different species of birds, including blue jays, starlings and
mockingbirds, and the birds serve as a carrier of seeds that spread the
plant. Besides this means of dissemination, the plant also spreads itself
through root suckering.
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Sources:
http://www.hort.uconn.edu/Plants/c/celorb/celorbl.html
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CEOR7Y



http://www.hort.uconn.edu/Plants/c/celorb/celorb1.html
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CEOR7

