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Introduction

This adaptive reuse thesis was prepared as part of coursework for Development Economics, a curricular component of the University of Vermont’s graduate program in Historic Preservation. We would like to acknowledge the following for their assistance:

Nancy Boone, Vermont Division of Historic Preservation

Lance Bowen, Orleans County Sheriff, Newport, VT

Constance Daigle, County Clerk (retired) Newport, VT

Bob Kelley, Zoning Administrator, Assessor, City of Newport, VT

Ken Magoon, Assistant Judge, Orleans County, VT

J.T. Pierson, Heritage Environmental  Projects, Burlington, VT

Brian Roberge, A & R Painting, Somersworth, NH

Kate Rouelle, Dept. of Buildings and General Services, Montpelier, VT

Greg Sandford, Vermont State Archivist, Montpelier, VT

Julian Stanwood, Orleans County Jail Administrator (retired)

Tom Whitney, Vermont Mechanical, S. Burlington, VT
Executive Summary
The Orleans County Jail is located behind the Orleans County Courthouse in the center of Newport, Vermont. As part of the Orleans County Courthouse Complex, the jail has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places since 1984. Although the courthouse remains fully functional, the jail and abutting jailhouse were vacated in 1995, when all corrections functionality was transferred to the newly built Northern State Correctional Facility several
miles away. The Sheriff’s Office, which had been using the attached jailhouse, was relocated to a large neighboring Victorian structure, which had formerly served as a residence to one of the county judges.

Many historic jails around the country have successfully been adapted to a variety of uses, ranging from restaurants and museums, to bed & breakfasts libraries. During the course of this study, many uses were considered for the Orleans County Jail, but due to its physical location, the local economy, and other factors the majority were rejected. This study assumes that the county will retain ownership of the property, and hence asserts that the most feasible option for reuse consists of three components: an interpretive museum representing two periods of the jail’s history (the early 1900s and the 1990s); archival space for county offices; and leasable retail or office space.

This study was conducted by Tracy Martin, Susanna Prull and Liisa Reimann, graduate students in the University of Vermont’s Historic Preservation Program.  The conditions assessment and recommendations are based upon visible evidence and our limited knowledge - and may differ from full structural exploration by professionals. Similarly, budget projections may also differ from current industry standards.
Description

The Orleans County Jail and Jailhouse are located on the south side of Main Street in Newport, Vermont, and sit directly behind the two-story 3 x 9 bay, brick veneer courthouse built in 1886.
 (Figure: 1) From Main Street, the edge of the jail can be seen protruding from the rear of the courthouse - which fronts Main Street.   
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General orientation of jail complex
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Figure: 1

Showing courthouse looking northwest with jail on left.
Main Street is between the courthouse and the white, rectangular building.

Jail

The jail is a simple two-story, 4 x 3 bay, brick square with a low-pitched, hip roof.  The barred 1/1 sash windows on the north, east, and south facades are arranged symmetrically and decorated with rusticated granite sills and lintels.  There are no windows on the western elevation where the jail is connected to the jailhouse.  The jail sits on a foundation of rusticated, random-coursed granite and is capped with an ornamental, corbelled cornice.  A circular ventilator sits at the peak of the asphalt roof.
 (Figure: 2) Attached to the south side is a second-story wood frame addition supported by posts.  This addition was constructed as a recreation room shortly before the jail was closed in 1995, and was reportedly never used.  A fire exit and metal fire escape are located on the addition’s western side. (Figure: 3)
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Figure: 4

South façade circa 1984

Jailhouse

The jailhouse is a two-story, 3 x 2 bay wood frame gabled building.  The clapboard wall surfaces are plainly decorated with a returning boxed cornice, frieze and corner boards.
  The 2/2 sash windows are symmetrically arranged. Three concrete steps lead to the entrance on the north façade which is centrally located and covered by a gable hood supported by metal posts.  On the southern façade two rear entrances are placed on either side of a central window.  (Note: These are not original to the house, but installed some time after 1985. See Fig. 6.) Again, three concrete steps ascend to the entrances which are covered with gable hoods supported by metal posts.  The jail can be accessed through the entrance on the right side of the south façade or by a door on the north façade of the connecting wing.
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Figure: 5
Showing jailhouse (left) and jail with addition
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Figure: 6

Showing same façade, circa 1984

Connecting Wing

The connecting wing is a single-story wood clad structure.  A large single pane window is located on the south side while two barred windows and an entrance are on the north side.

Interior
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Jail


The interior spaces of the jail are divided into squares and rectangles.  The entrance to the jail is located at the center of the west wall.  To the right are the stairs to the second floor, a storage room, and then the shower.  To the left is a single cell, a bathroom accessible from the connecting wing, and a storage room.  Directly across from the entrance is a two-story pipe chase which bisects the two cell blocks of the first floor. (Figure: 8) There are ten individual cells, five on each side of the pipe chase, each with two bunk beds, a toilet, sink, mirror, and plastic light fixture.  Each cell has a sliding, barred door controlled from outside the periphery bars.  The cell doors face the windows and open out into a small, narrow space created by the periphery bars. (Figure: 9)  Beyond the periphery bars a walkway moves around the perimeter of both cell blocks and merges with the open space west of the cell blocks, where the entrance to the jail, the shower room, holding cell, storage room, and other spaces are located. (Figure: 10) One of the storage rooms contains a fish-eye peep hole used by prison guards to monitor inmates in the cells of the south cellblock. (Figure: 11) Another peephole, used to observe the northern cellblock, also remains.
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The interior plan of each cell is shaped like a bottle with a very short neck, which extends into the pipe chase.  Above the neck, within which is a toilet/sink unit, hangs a plastic light fixture.  Each cell also contains an unbreakable locker-style mirror on the rear wall. (Figure: 12)  The dimensions of each cell are 96 inches in height, 84 ¼ feet in length, with an extended 17 inches for the “neck,” and 60 feet in width. Each bunk is 25 inches wide and 72 inches long with 31 inches of space between each bunk.  
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The cells on the second floor of the jail are arranged in a very different manner then the first floor.  Instead of two cell blocks there are four larger, contained cells.  In this arrangement the pipe chase divides the cells with two on each side. (Figure: 13)  Each cell has a solid steel door with small square portal at face level that could be opened from the outside by a guard.  Inside the portal is a small platform surrounded by a metal cage with a small opening.  It was from this portal that food trays were primarily exchanged. (Figure: 14)
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Figure: 13
Second Floor Plan
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Figure: 14
Showing cell doors with portals

The two cells at the northeast and southeast corners are large rooms with two barred windows each; bunk beds lining all three walls; a toilet/sink stall in the corner (against the pipe) chase wall; a picnic table; and shelves above each pair of bunks. (The cell in the southeast corner contains ten beds, while the northeast cell has five (Figures 15 & 16).) Baseboard heating vents line the outer walls. 
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Two smaller, cells located near the stairs also have multiple bunks with toilet/sink stall, but no windows.  These cells run along the pipe chase, but are pushed back a couple feet from the windows with bars functioning as walls on the western, northern, and southern sides.  The bars of the cell in the northwestern corner were covered over at some point with sheets of metal to create an enclosed cell that is completely dark inside.  This room is empty and may have been used for some type of solitary confinement. Across from the two smaller cells are a shower and storage rooms.
Connecting Wing

The first floor entrance of the jail provides access into the connecting ell and the large rectangular booking/visiting room. This room is contained by a wall of bars on the left (south), the glass wall of the control room (which is a part of the jailhouse) directly ahead (west), and a solid wall with two barred windows and the entrance to the right (north).  On the other side of the wall of bars is a hallway and door to a kitchen (Figure: 17) containing cabinets and counter to the left, large stainless steel sink with rectangular single-pane window, large commercial stove to the right, and other cooking equipment.  Almost all the drop-down ceilings have fallen to the ground revealing a sheet metal ceiling. (Figure: 18 & 19)
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Jailhouse

The first floor of the jailhouse is divided into four spaces by a center hall extending north and south.  There are two large rooms accessible from the center hall on the western side. (Figure: 20) The rooms are carpeted, contain drop-down ceilings, wood paneling, painted walls, and baseboard heating.  East of the center hall in the northern corner is the control room (Figure: 21). Desks line the walls and single-pane windows look out into the booking/visiting room and hallway in the connecting wing.  The fourth space is comprised of an entrance, hallway, bathroom, and storage rooms. 

The second floor has a similar plan with four large rooms, two on each side of the central hallway.  At one end of the hallway is a bathroom and at the other an evidence room.  The rooms are carpeted, contain drop-down ceilings, wood paneling, painted walls, and baseboard heating. (Figure: 22)
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Figure: 20
Jailhouse: first floor plan
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Figure: 21
Showing control room looking into 

booking/visiting room in connecting wing
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Figure: 22
Showing second floor room

Orleans County Jail: A Brief History
In 1903 a new county jail was built behind the handsome Orleans County Courthouse in Newport, Vermont. This was the last in a remarkably long series of jails that had served the county since courts were established there in 1799. The first county jails had been located in Brownington and Craftsbury, towns which shared the status of county seat as “half-shires” until the shire was consolidated at Irasburg in 1816. The term “jail” may be somewhat misleading for those first establishments, as the good people of Brownington apparently kept miscreants in Judge Strong's cellar while those in Craftsbury were confined in Col. Scott's buttery. The first jail in Irasburg, built of logs “hewn square,” was replaced with a stone building in 1838. When that structure was subsequently determined to be both too small and unsafe, a two-story granite jail was built in its place.
 

Then in 1884, the state legislature passed an act stating that the shire for Orleans County would be located in a town on the Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers Railroad. A fierce competition among towns ensued. In the end, a committee chose Newport at the northern extreme of the county to serve as the shire.
 Their decision caused great consternation in towns to the south. 

The county hired Lambert Packard, to design a new courthouse on Newport's Main Street. Packard, a well-respected Vermont architect, had worked for many years for the Fairbanks family of St. Johnsbury. He had a strong affinity for the Richardson Romanesque style as evidenced by his designs for the Fairbanks Museum in St. Johnsbury, the Judevine Memorial Library in Hardwick, and the Spaulding School in Barre. Although Packard's Orleans County Courthouse is a brick Queen Anne structure, the building's Syrian arch entry is a decidedly Romanesque detail.
 

Lambert Packard also designed a new county jail located just behind the courthouse. A modest structure (31' x 31'), the jail was apparently sheathed in slate. A wood-framed jailhouse constructed at the same time was attached to the jail. It housed the Sheriff and had an apartment for female prisoners upstairs. Both the courthouse and the jail were completed in 1886,
 but by 1903 the jail was judged to be inadequate and was relocated. The jailhouse, however, was left in place. 

The county ordered a new jail from the Pauly Jail Company of St. Louis, Missouri. Referred to by some as a “jail-by-mail,”
 the building arrived by train, ready for assembly. Approximately 40' square, the new jail was constructed of brick and had a hipped roof. It was built on the site previously occupied by Packard's jail and was eventually attached to the surviving jailhouse with a small wood-framed extension. 

On the first floor, the jail had two cellblocks, each with five cells. Each small cell was designed to hold two prisoners. A corridor, set off by steel bars, ran completely around the cellblocks, so that no prisoner had access to the exterior walls of the building. Upstairs the two cellblocks were set up as larger rooms. 

Over the course of its ninety-two years in operation, the Orleans County jail held both short-term and long-term prisoners. Federal prisoners were held in cellblocks on the second floor. During prohibition, the jail undoubtedly saw its share of rumrunners, while in more recent years it housed smugglers of other contraband. Many colorful characters spent time within the walls of the jail. In the 1930s, a fellow named Frank Burns (a.k.a. Rocky Mountain Trout) was held there for illegally spearing salmon in the Clyde River and then trying to sell them to a judge at the courthouse.
 

In 1984, the Orleans County Jail, along with the County Courthouse, was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. In 1997, two years after the jail was closed, a study committee reported to the Vermont House and Senate Institutions Committees regarding the possibility of returning the building to service as a correctional facility. Due to an estimated cost of $670,000 to meet accessibility, fire safety and other code requirements, the committee determined that it would not be feasible to reopen the jail. Today the building sits vacant. 

Note: 

Regardless of the use to which the Orleans County Jail is ultimately put, we recommend that members of the community undertake an oral history project centered on the jail. Many people who worked in the facility still live in the area and, if handled sensitively, it may be possible to interview some of those who were incarcerated in the jail as well. Newport's status as the shire for Orleans County is integral to the history of the city's growth and development and the county jail is an important part of that story. 

Building Conditions
Jail: Exterior 

Feature


Condition

Recommendation

Asphalt Roof


good



-



Brick Masonry


fair


repoint & Repaint

Window Bars/Screens
good


repaint

Granite sills & lintels

excellent


-

Foundation


excellent


-


2nd story addition

good


demolish (non-contributing)

(Figure: 23)
Jail: Interior

Features


Condition

Recommendation


Ceilings


poor


lead paint abatement








paint analysis


Walls



poor


same as above

(Figure: 24)
Doors



poor


same as above

Flooring


poor


remove sheet linoleum








restore original flooring

Pipe Chase


fair


clean, remove rust

(Figure: 25)
Windows


excellent


-

Special Features:  


The majority of prison cells retain their bed frames, mattresses and pillows, as well as a light fixture, toilet and sink. The original doors and mechanism also remain.
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Figure: 23
Showing 2nd story addition
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Figure: 24
Peeling lead paint
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Figure: 25
Pipe chase

Jailhouse: Exterior

Features


Condition

Recommendation


Asphalt Roof


poor


replace





Clapboards


fair


spot repairs; paint
remove stand-alone/plug-in ac units and patch holes
Windows


good


- 

Foundation


good


-

Jailhouse: Interior

Features


Condition

Recommendation

Attic



fair


clean bird debris; insulate

(Figure: 26)
Ceilings


good


remove drop ceilings

Walls



fair


remove paneling, paint
Doors



good


suggest eventual replacement with 







more historically appropriate doors

Flooring


poor


strip carpeting, restore/rehab floors
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Figure: 26
Jailhouse attic showing current condition of Sheriff’s department files
Connecting Wing: Exterior

Features


Condition

Recommendation
Priority

Asphalt Roof


poor


new roof

Clapboards


fair


spot repairs, paint


Connecting Wing: Interior

Features


Condition

Recommendation
Priority

Ceilings


good


repair water damage in kitchen, 








repair ceilings 




Walls



good


cosmetic repair


Flooring


fair


repair, replace tile


Special Features:  

The kitchen appliances remain, several of them commercial grade in apparently good condition. If this were to be reused as a kitchen, equipment should be serviced and cabinetry repaired/replaced.
Other Recommendations

The jail, jailhouse and connecting wing all utilize a single heating system and furnace.  We recommend that either the system be converted to a zoned system, or that the jailhouse be fitted with its own furnace and system. If the second floor of the jail is to be successfully used as document storage and archives for county offices, an air-conditioning system should be installed. A second air-conditioning system installed in the jailhouse would make it more attractive to prospective tenants.
The recreation room addition on the second story of the jail should be demolished as it does not contribute to the historic character of the jail.  (The room was constructed shortly before the jail was closed.)
Abatement Plan

Hire certified professional abatement specialist to removed suspected lead paint, which is peeling away from the walls in large sheets.  Other hazardous materials, such as pigeon guano and carcasses, as well as sewage residue, will also require professional removal. After abatement a general cleaning of the interiors is recommended.
Reuse Thesis

Many historic jails around the country have successfully been adapted to a variety of uses, ranging from restaurants and museums, to bed & breakfasts and libraries. During the course of this study, many uses were considered for the Orleans County Jail, but due to its physical location, the local economy, and other factors, the majority were rejected.  To reuse the jail as a restaurant or bed & breakfast was determined infeasible at this time, as the cells are too close together and too small to accommodate furnishings. Although the City of Newport is interested in increasing its level of tourism, a comprehensive tourism plan is yet to be implemented.  Because of this lack of tourism there is currently little demand for additional overnight accommodations or restaurants.  This study assumes that the county will retain ownership of the property, and hence asserts that the most feasible option for reuse consists of three components: an interpretive museum representing two periods of the jail’s history – the early 1900s, representing the time the jail was first used, and the mid-1990s, when it closed; archival space for county offices; and leased retail or office space.

Comparables


Bullock County Jail







Union Springs, Alabama

Built: 1897 

Manufacturer: Pauly Jail Company

Reuse: Museum

National Register of Historic Places - 1976

The Bullock County Jail Museum is a three story rectangular, brick structure built in the Victorian Gothic style.  It was restored in 2000 and serves as one of Bullock County’s tourist destinations.  The project began in 1992 when the County Commission gave the Bullock County Historical Society a fifty-year lease for the jail.  In 1994 the project was awarded an Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) Grant by the Department of Transportation.  Rehab work included window restoration and replacement, cleaning, painting, replacing rain gutters, replacing the roof, and re-pointing the exterior.  Underground drainage was also added to remove ground water from the jail foundation.  The reuse of the jail as a museum has given the Bullock County Historical Society and the Union Springs/Bullock County Tourism Council the opportunity to educate the public and encourage tourism.

St. Johns County Jail

St. Augustine, Florida

Built: 1890 – 1891







Manufacturer: Pauly Jail Company

Reuse: Museum

National Register of Historic Places 

The St. Johns County Jail, now called the Old Jail, is a two story masonry structure.  The jail was used until 1953 and is now a museum and one of the many attractions in St. Augustine.  Exhibited in the museum are weapons, photographs, and courtyard displays used as backdrops for memorable photos.
 


The Moore County Jail
Lynchburg, Tennessee

Built: 1893

Manufacturer: Pauly Jail Company

Reuse: museum


When the Moore County Jail closed in 1990 the Moore County Historical Society obtained the building and reused the old jail and attached jailhouse as a museum.  Along with a tour of the old jail and jailhouse visitors can see exhibits of artifacts, stories, and legends.
  From the description of the interior it appears that the Historical Society retained evidence of the jail’s age by leaving peeling paint on the walls.  This interpretation of the museum is different from our proposal, but this may be because the Historical Society did not have the fund to rehabilitate the jail.

The Old Jail Museum & Library

Taylorsville, North Carolina

Built: 1913

Architect: Unknown

Reuse: Museum and Library


The Old Jail of Taylorsville is a two-story brick square structure with an eastern ell.  Today it is the Old Jail Museum and is home to the Alexander County Ancestry Association, Inc. (ACAAI) Genealogical Research Library.  In the 1990’s Alexander County gave the ACAAI a twenty-five year lease and later the Old Jail Preservation Project began.  The porches have been rebuilt and the old roof has been replaced.  Other phases of the project include the replacement of old windows, the painting of the interior, and the opening of the second floor to the public to exhibit four of the original jail cells.  Tourist and the local community have the opportunity to visit the museum exhibits, learn the history of the jail, and research family history.

Lamar Old County Jail 
Barnesville, Georgia

Built: 1800’s

Architect: Unknown

Reuse: museum and archives research resources  


The Old Jail Museum is not an interpretation of the jail, but rather houses an eclectic collection of artifacts ranging from authentic buggies and carriages manufactured in Barnesville to antique toys and dolls.  Historical documents dating from the early 1800’s are also kept at the museum. 

Local Economy
The city of Newport, small by most standards with a population of 5000, is nevertheless the largest city in Orleans County. Located at the northern border of the county, the state and the country, Newport hugs the southern shore of Lake Memphremagog. 

Newport was a boomtown in the mid to late nineteenth century with an economy based primarily on timber, small industry and railroads. In its prime, the city boasted an opera house, an active yacht club and several large tourist hotels including the grandiose Memphremagog House which had 300 rooms! Unfortunately, the twentieth century was not as kind to Newport and the slow decline of railroad transport was mirrored in the decline of the city's economy. 

For decades, Newport has had unemployment figures well above the state average. This long “dry spell” had taken quite a toll on Newport's downtown and by the 1980s, Main Street had a decidedly shabby look. Over the past ten years or so, however, the city has experienced some modest revitalization. Several local businesses have stripped 20th century false fronts from their store blocks. Plans for a large state office building constructed several years ago included a new boardwalk and landscaping along the lakefront. Most recently, the county courthouse designed by Lambert Packard was restored. 

Main Street is looking better than it has in many years, but underlying economic problems still exist. Two large commercial spaces in the new state office building, just down the street from the jail, have remained vacant for several years. In addition Newport's economic statistics remain bleak. The annual average wage for Newport residents in 2003 was $28,599 as compared to $32,090 for the state. The city's unemployment rate in October of this year was 6%, while that for the state was 4.2%. 

Newport's marginal economy limits the feasibility of many alternative uses for the Orleans County Jail. For the purposes of this project we have taken the approach of trying to match community needs to the building. In the end, only the jailhouse seems to lend itself to a use that could produce immediate income. 

Alternative Uses Considered
Jail

First floor
· A museum documenting the history of this jail and others like it; oral histories; context of the jail's relationship to the city of Newport.  
· Restaurant. Present configuration of cells not conducive to this use. Extensive expense would also be required to meet health code and ADA compliance.

· Specialty retail space. Undesirable location (hidden behind courthouse) and expense needed to reconfigure the interior. Marketing would be costly.

· Bed & breakfast. Interior configuration not conducive to this use. 

· Youth hostel. Present tourism insufficient to support this use.
The cellblock is divided into two rows of five cells each, back to back.  Currently the cells remain as they did when they were last vacated, in 1995. To create an interpretative museum with some depth, we recommend that one cellblock be retained as is, and that the other be restored to its original appearance. This would entail, for example, the removing of the light fixtures and plumbing.
Second floor
· Archival space for the County Courthouse, which currently stores its archives in the crammed and environmentally inappropriate courthouse basement.
· Space could also be utilized by the Sheriff's office, located in another building in the jail's immediate proximity, which has indicated a need.
· The Orleans County Historical Society has also indicated an interest in space for archive use.
· Bed & breakfast. Interior configuration not conducive to this use. 

· Youth hostel. Present tourism insufficient to support this use.

Jailhouse
· Lease office space. Perhaps convert into two separate office suites which would entail the addition of a bathroom to the lower level.
· Retail space. A retail store would be difficult to market because of the jail's hidden location behind the courthouse.
· Convert back into a home and use as living space for a museum curator.  This would also be possible, but it may not be an attractive option to many, as there is no private exterior space, garden (or any space that could be used as a garden). The entire space around the jailhouse is paved over and used as parking for county employees.

· A small café, thus utilizing the existing kitchen space
and appliances (although the kitchen itself would require significant
renovation and repair). Additional expense would be required to meet health code and ADA requirements.
· Gallery space for local artists. This could be incorporated into the overall reuse, however it is unclear whether  a market exists for this.
Jail Museum Budget
Costs



Exterior:

Repoint Brick Masonry




$ 7,128
Repaint Brick Masonry




$ 6,000
Repaint Windows





$ 1,100

Demolition of 2nd story addition



$ 3,200
Site Improvements: Landscaping, signage, etc

$ 2,500
ADA compliance 





extra

Total:








$ 19,928
Interior:

Lead Paint Abatement




$ 8,700
Sprinkler System





$ 4,220

Furnace






$ 12,100

Remove linoleum flooring




$ 1,400



Restoration of original flooring



$ 5,250
Cleaning 






$ 500
Cell Restoration*





$ 700
Total:








$ 32,870

Museum Exhibit






$5,800
Project Total:






$ 58,598

Funding Sources

Preservation Grants:

Vermont Division for Historic Preservation (matching)
$ 13,000
Preservation Trust of Vermont



$ 35,000
Vermont Cultural Facilities Grant Program (matching)
$ 5,000
Exhibit Grants:


National Endowment for the Humanities


$ 6,000

We the People initiative, America’s Historic Places Grant



Local Fund Raising






$ 10,000
* Modern plumbing and lighting fixtures will be removed from five cells on the first floor to recreate original interior. Alterations to one cell on the second floor will be reversed to restore original appearance.
Jailhouse Proforma
Estimated Direct Costs

Rehabilitation:

New roof






$ 10,000

Exterior paint






$ 7,000

Interior work: walls, floor, ceiling, etc



$ 13,780

Attic Insulation






$ 1,280

Electrical Upgrade





$ 2,000

Heat/AC System





$ 11,000


Subtotal Cost







$ 45,060
Contingency @ 5%






$ 2,253
Total Cost







$ 47,313
Source of Funds
County Government Funds





$ 11,828
Loan








$ 35,485
  (15 year term loan, 6.75% rate)
Total








$ 47,313
Annual Operating Expenses

Utilities








$ 4,560
Building Maintenance






$ 1,200
Loan Payments







$ 3,768
Total Annual Expenses





$ 9,528
Annual Income
Rent:

1,800 sq ft @ $10.80 per ft




$19,440

Annual Return

Total Annual Revenue






$19,440

Total Annual Expenses






$  9,528
Annual Return on Investment




$ 9,912
Conclusion
Once we evaluated the physical configuration of the jail, the local economy, and comparable examples we concluded that there is no purely economically feasible solution to this particular reuse situation.  Although the city needs economically viable businesses there is also a need in the community for a

local museum and the jail is a historically fascinating space that can be used to interpret Newport’s past.  Although it has been proposed by the city to demolish the jail and jailhouse to construct a parking lot, there are several individuals and organizations in the community who want to see these buildings reused.  Exhibits displaying photographs, written histories, oral histories, and artifacts of both the prison and the county can be incorporated creatively within the jail’s interior.  Few historic jails of this period exist today and Orleans County is fortunate to have such an excellent example of a

prefabricated Pauly Jail Company building.  The jail has enormous potential to become an exciting museum and secure archival space while the jailhouse is arranged in a manner conducive to office space.  The preservation and reuse of this historic jail and jailhouse would exist as a tourist attraction,

which Newport County certainly needs, as well provide the county with some income to support the museum.
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Figure: 3


Showing addition on south façade of jail (2004)





Figure: 2


Jail exterior: east façade (2004)





Figure: 8


Floor Plan Courtesy of Vermont Department of Buildings and General Services  


(Additional drawings and text added for reference)
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Figure: 9


Showing sliding cell doors, periphery bars, and peeling ceiling paint





Figure: 10


Showing perimeter walkway, door to pipe chase (right), and peeling paint





Figure: 11


Showing storage room and one of the jail’s fish-eye peep holes





Figure: 12


Showing interior of cell
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Showing second floor cell in southeast corner
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Showing second floor cell in southeast corner
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Showing kitchen equipment
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Showing kitchen
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Floor Plan Courtesy of Vermont Department of Buidings and General Services  








Figure: 17


Showing floor plan of connecting wing
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