	collection/date
	To
	From
	Location
	

	hubbard-1850-12-09
	Father and Mother
	E Moulton Jr
	Pavilion
	- Henry and girls gone to class meeting
- mentions Father and Mother (in-laws?) Maria, Henry, Rebecca, Oscar, Rollin, Ephraim, John, Horace

- all speak of grandfather and Whiting folks

- say if he came one season he would “never be content to dig in VT”

- say they should move to Pavilion

- land cheap and productive

- $8 to $12 acre near railraod line

- neighbor who has 400 acres grew 4,000 bushels corn, 1,000 wheat, 1,000 oats, 70 cattle, 100 hogs

- unimproved land $2.50-$3.00 acre

- sell prices: wheat 50-65 cents; corn 40; oats 32, potatoes 37.5, pork 3-4 per 100

- excellent grazing. 

- has raised 500 bushels grain and “bought and sold” enough to support family until spring

- will lumber in the winter

- annual Methodist conference held, many denominations attended camp meetings
- Rebecca has converted, Alantha has not, nancy Hoyt has joined Baptist which has united with Methodist

- ? married the widow Lawrence formerly of Middlebury. They move to Wisconsin and open store with her brother

- speaks of other people in neighborhood—former VTs?

- Maria says hello and they should come visit. Once they do they will want to stay.

- a farm that costs 1,000 there produces as much with the same effort as one costing 4,000 in Whiting

- can get enough hay in six weeks to winter over 200-300 sheep

- glad to hear of revival in Sudbury. They truly needed it.

- Whiting folks would be surprised to hear he has gone Methodist

	hubbard-1854-03-26
	Aunt Jerusha Hubbard
	Louise Denison
	Kalamazoo
	- Mr. Denison sits by the table reading a newspaper. 

- Willie has taken a walk

- Spencer is on the carpet with an open map before him some of the time tracing the way to VT 
- I'll take you to one of the meetings of our sewing societies which are held every other Tuesday afternoon and evening

- fifty of the most intelligent of our society & some of the Ladies of other denominations are members - president reads from some Book or paper that is interesting

- last two meetings she read Horace Mann “Sphere & Duties of Woman”

- secretary collects sixpence from each member which goes to some benevolent object which the society shall direct.

- ladies sew the afternoon for the lady with whom they meet & so she gives them a tea

- gentlemen & students come in the evening put in a sixpence or a shilling

- pledging to raise $150 for new church, have raised $100

- Methodists holding protracted conventions. 18-20 conversions

- Presbyterian minister went to Detroit, got sick, died, body returned for burial. Presbyterians largest church in town

- supposes they are making sugar

- asks if they are coming to visit

- tell Uncle Asahel farming is good there

- variety of people: tall 15 year old and short girl going to work for Barnum

- Stowe’s “Sunbeams in the Forest” installments concluded in last paper. She will send to Aunt. (west to east transmission!)

- asks after Uncle E Moulton

	hubbard-1854-08-07
	Jerusha Hubbard
	Charlotte T…(sp?)
	
	- Calvin very ill, lungs, will not be able to teach
- William’s baby girl sick with dysentery—a frail little thing

- having a drought

- Eliza has walked/visited several times and Charlotte expresses guilt at not having returned a similar number of visits—pleads ill health
- reading “The Life of Dr. Johnson” in 2 vols—very interesting

	savage-1851-08-23
	Elizabeth
	Mother-in-law
	Woodstock
	- escaped horse interupts visit
- men have just finished hayng and harvesting

- “wish the friends would come when I am here”

- Ellen Parker, 2 boys and Irish woman have been at Mr. Drews. she went to visit them. baby was sick, he is weaned

- Edward D delicate health gont to Saratoga with Mr. and Mrs. Fiske

- brother Ormond took cars, then horse and wagon (travelled several hours) for a one hour visit

- his wife sick with small pox, he nursed her, protected by Kine Pock as a boy, she is some pitted, staying in Nantucket
- she has 30 cheeses

- sending H to Meriden, have got a 15 yr old daughter of Mordecai Thomas to help her

- H leaving just after she joins the Church of Christ next Sunday

- blest with good preachers but need a miniter, a pastor of the Holy Spirit

- Harvey Spencer has buried his wife in Missouri

- Mr Carr gone to Wisconsin

- added note to Helen: be a good girl, nice to brother, pray, sew well: visited Mrs. Hings, her Ada has made a quilt, her mother paid her a penny a block to piece it, stitches so tiny and even



	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Hubbard letters

Long Grove, Illinois (address on outside says Oswego, Illinois)March 17, 1849

To Jerusha and Asahel From: G? & M Ives this one from Mr. Ives)

“We are all well and contented or as much as could be expected on being removed from those with whom we have spent the better part of our days we often have imaginery visits with our friends in old Vermont “

“My family have enjoyed better health since we came here than they ever did in Vt.. Mrs Ives weighed 136 pounds which was 20 pounds above what she ever weighed in Vt..”

“The country in which we live is fine in many respects the winds in winter is the greatest objection I have to the country wood & timber are also rather scarce water also in a dry season is not very plentyThe country is very productive and easily tilled much more so than that in which you liveone man or boy 15 yrs of age will tend 20 acres of corn and it usually yields 40 bushels to the acre without any manuring.”

“Sheep are not much thought of . . .great long legged coarse wooled fellows at that such as you Vermonters would not winter for them Sheep do well here as they do in Vt for ought I can see but woolis low at the Factories.”

“We had beautiful sleighing that long as you ever had in Vt”

“. . . my tenants of which I have two one of which has about 30 acres to till the other about 50 making 80 acres in all which would be a large plow field for you Vermonters but it is rather small here Many here have two or three hundred acres of plowland all in to crops in one year.”

Is Ephraim (Moulton) going to come out here or not?

“We have been some expecting Ephraim with his family this spring but as we hear nothing from him of late we have almost given up the idea of his coming at all. I have often written him but have of late received no answer and why I know not. You will let him see this and if he has concluded to stay in Vt or go to some other part of the land tell him to write us soon that we tarry not thus in suspense for it is truly painful.”

Then the story of “one of our best farmers” who committed suicide by shooting himself, then when that fails slashing his throat which also doesn’t work He is found by his little boy some hours later, brought to the house, and says he wants to die. Ives says he doesn’t know the reason except it might be some “domestic disturbance.” “He is a man of property was fixing build a brick house next summer.”

Garden Grove Plantation, February 18, 1844

DrMittSondierBisher (can’t make it out)

The letter of the young man who lived with the Hubbards and has since traveled to the South. He speaks of 

“the scenes of my early childhood are still vivied in my memory. How often I think of the big mjeadow, the Allen meadow, the Crick meadow, and the north meadow, and the north pasture and the west orchard, and the north orchard, the east orchard, and thousand of other things rush involuntarily into my more mature mind. These things cease to afford you pleasure and delight; but to me, they are as rich as the golden produce.”

He describes his trip south, to Boston, then by steamer to Providence, thence to the Empire City, New York (and Broadway the most wonderful street in the world will you see all people and hear all languages, then by boat (scary trip) to New Orleans.

He describes slave life – not so bad, then asks about family.

Ypsilanti (?) Dec 29th 1866-or 67

To Cousin Jerusha From Fannie

“It does me a great deal of good to receive letters from Vt for I get rather lonesome here sometimes being a stranger and am so confined here with the baby. I don’t know as I shall ever get acquainted with the people.” (So, part of life is establishing community connections, VT must have meant that to people, the west meant strangers)

Pavilion, June 5 1864

To Mother and Father from E Moulton

can’t leave to visit this summer—too much work and no help to be had—al the young men have gone “to help put down the infernal rebellion”

“all the Whiting people here are all well” (people moved in families/groups)

Pavilion July 27 1862

To Frank from AE Needham – he says he signed up but has not served as he has been ill. He mentions the Moultons and what they are doing (Oscar is farming) and Charley Seymour and Leroy Needham have come west. Brother Charles has fallen on the battlefield. 12000 southern prisoners have been imprisoned in Chicago at Fort Douglas. They are hard looking. One threw a brickbat and killeda guard so they marched 3000 of them barfoot on the hot sand to make them give up the guilty one but they didn’t.

July 9, 1865

JM Walker to Hubbards

JM Walker ended up in Wisconsin with a farm and 2 kids, he didn’t go to war

July 20, 1862

To Frank from Sophie Needham

“Your old flame she that was Marion Jones called on me the other day. She is just as pretty as ever.”

“They say that you went to war on Marion’s account how is that I supposed that it was Helen that sent you off Frank how is it did [---can’t make out] realy give you the mitten I can’t hardly believe that shedid if she did you must have been a goose to have gone off to war you punished yourself more than you did her. They say that Edson Needham is going to die have you heard anything about it

Vilas letters

Eliza B. Fairbanks, Georgia, April 14, 1850 to Mr and Mrs H. M. Vilas

talks about their son? George – must be a toddler…

“Caroline Smith has a daughter some say it looks like Osman Bellows”

“It is a current report and quite indisputable that Joseph Permont (Permort?) has an heir on the other side of the lake a Miss Orton of North Fairfax her father moved last fall. Uncle Abner Permort have 11 boarders the teamsters that draw the stone for the railroad bridge at the river Camp has the job of drawing their bill against Camp in one month is 100 dolars they keep but one hired girlMartha Boyd they expect more boarders and then will have to girls”

“Henry Cooly is married to Marion Frisbee Harriet Frisbee’s youngest sister he 34 she 16 Joseph Hathaway to Augusta Kemp not either of them of age”

Harriet H. Vilas to H. M. Vilas 4 June 1851, Dear Brother and Sister

“To day we received the intelligence of your little George’s death. the news was shocking to us all. Mother seemed overcome with grief for a long time this evening she is a little more composed. It is a great trial for you to pass through and we deeply sympathize with you in your sorrow and bereavement”

Philander V. Hathaway and Elizabeth Martha M Hathaway to Mr and Mrs Vilas, June 8, 1851, Manchester, NH
from E.M:

. . . “I am prepared to anticipate the bitterness of that grief which consigns to the tomb a beloved friend—but none but those who have stood around the dying bed of a beloved child can tell a Mother’s sorrow as her darling child is removed by death—Even the consolation of smoothing the dying pillow and watching the last gleam of life that brings upon the countenance of you expiring child—in whom you had centred your earthly hopes—was not given you. “Oh not an hour like this for bitterness hath earth”—but he who invades the sanctuary of affliction—does it in wisdom—and your child is now associating with angels in the paradise of God—your family circle has been broken but may you in the future to which we all hasten form an unbroken circle around the throne of God.
May 8, 1853 Eliza B Fairbanks of Georgia to here sister Mary Jane
“I have been a learning to knit with a hook & have knit me a bonnet this week.”

Nov 15, 1853, Georgia
Eliza B. Fairbanks to Dear Brother and Sister

“Anna is well and gets along without a girl. she has got her silk dress finished the sleeves are cut larger at the top than at the bottom it sets first rate.”
“How do you get along with crochet work?”

Check out E Fairbanks in Vilas letters – she talks a lot about fashion and illness and home decor
ex: From E Fairbanks of Georgia, VT to her sister, Oct 22, 1854:

“I  have been thinking about your dress. I do not wish it for a cloak but I should think the skirt would be pretty with a baskif it was wide enough it will make Emily a pretty dress by the by if it is wide enough for a skirt I will bye it of you.”

