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sources of the “’selfishness.”

If New England is to remain the only
region in the United States with institu-
tionalized direct democracy, I would
suggest this prescription:

1. LetVexmontandotherNewEng—
land states begin to return real deci-
sion-making power to localities. Let
these powers be there for today and -
tomorrow. If they be minimal (and per-
hapstheymustbe).letthematleastbe‘

2 Let the ‘elites leave town meetings
alone — in short, people like Jimmy
Carter should keep “hands off.” You

. have your county courthouse, We have

our town meetings. Do not covet thy
neighbor’s political institutions.

3. Let the towns refuse to cater to the
whims of special interests. Let them
seek to expand their powers in areas of
natural concern, laying aside the temp-
tationtohuffa.ndpuﬂoverthcgreat
{ssues unless and until they have recap-
tured a legitimate power base of their
own. Perhaps then, when towns speak,
people will listen. Otherwise, if local,
direct democracy is indeed impossible
in the postmodern world, then let it die
alone and in peace in the hills of north-

‘ern New England. Spare us the indig-

nity of being touted around the nation as
glorified public-opinion polls. Those

who understand Vermont and Vermont-
ers will understand.

Frank M. Bryan is assistant professor
of political science at The University
of Vermont.




