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Changes in the Champlain Valley

The average annual air temperature in the region increased by 
2.1° F (1.2° C) from 1976 to 2005 (Stager and Thill 2010).
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Effects to the North
Palliser triangle 
currently produces 
most of Canada’s 
highest quality number 
1 hard red spring wheat

General circulation models predict that if warming 
continues at current rates, this region will be suitable 
only for livestock grazing (D. Smith, McGill Univ.)



Climate Change: Being Prepared 
Makes Good Business Sense

• Take advantage of changing market opportunities

• Strategic decisions regarding capital investments 
such as:
a) New irrigation and drainage systems
b) Livestock facilities with adequate cooling 

capacity
a) Planting appropriate perennial fruit crop 

varieties 



Climate Change: Being Prepared 
Makes Good Business Sense

• Anticipate new weed, disease, insect pests

• Avoid unintended consequences, such as:
a) Increased chemical loads to waterways
b) Undesirable land use change and 

degradation



Climate Change: Being Prepared 
Makes Good Business Sense

•  Support sound nutrient management practices
No till
Manure injection
Biodigester – processing solid byproducts

• Opportunities for research
All levels of the Food System



Climate Change: Being Prepared 
Makes Good Business Sense

•  Promote policies that support farmer needs for 
adaptation and mitigation

•  Taking advantage of energy policy incentive 
programs or emerging carbon markets

•  Protect national interests: ageconomy, food 
prices, food security



Climate Change: Being Prepared 
Makes Good Business Sense

•  Build resilience into the Food System
Research (all levels)
Outreach
Partnerships (everyone)


