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What am I talking about?
The NSF CAREER Program
…The (CAREER) Program is a

Foundation-wide activity that
offers … awards in support of
junior faculty who exemplify the
role of teacher-scholars
through outstanding research,
excellent education and the
integration of education and
research….

The Grant we got…
Holocene Geologic Records of

Episodic Sedimentation --
Characterizing the Timing and
Distribution of Hillslope Erosion
and Extreme Hydrologic Events



A bit of history…
• Evolved out of work with my

first graduate students.
• New approach, process

orientation.
• Understanding erosion - time

and place in New England



Alluvial Fans….

We are geologists…we
like to get dirty



Pond Muck…

Remember, we are
geologists…we like to

get dirty, really.



Third try was the charm..
Try 1 (1994)  FAILED
New England Debris and

Alluvial Fans: Recorders of
Holocene Hillslope Activity
too regional, too narrow, senior co-PI had
no NSF record.

Gather more data….

Try 2 (1995)  FAILED
Landscape and biotic response

to deglaciation
too broad, won’t work in New England.

Gather more data….



Deeply integrated Research
and Teaching Plan
• MS students
• Undergraduate classes
• Field and lab based - hands on

From the project summary: This Career proposal integrates
my own field and laboratory research with the research and
training of both my undergraduate and graduate students; it
furthers my educational philosophy of active student
involvement at all levels and is designed to provide discreet,
achievable research projects for every student involved.



http://www.uvm.edu/cosmolab/?Page=projects/paleostorms/paleostorms.html



http://www.uvm.edu/cosmolab/?Page=projects/vermontalluvialfans/vermontalluvialfans.html







Take home messages….
1. Do something new and different

2. Have evidence project will work

3. Don’t give up (resubmit and keep gathering data)

4. Truly synthesize research and teaching

5. Be passionate about the project and have fun

November stream crossing to
survey fan trench

Graduate Seminar - ice cream
cake erosion


