Rating the Diagnostic Consistency of Specific Problems with DSM-IV Categories
Purpose
To determine whether problems listed on the CBCL/1½-5 and C-TRF are diagnostically consistent with DSM disorders that might be found at ages 18 months through 71 months.

Accompanying this instruction sheet are:

1.
DSM-IV criteria for disorders that might be found at ages 18-71 months.  In practice, you might not use some of the DSM diagnoses for children of these ages.  However, we wish to see which problem items might be diagnostically consistent with the symptom criteria for the disorders, even if other factors argue against actually using the DSM diagnoses for ages 18-71 months.


2.
A list of the problem items with spaces for rating the diagnostic consistency of each item with each DSM category.  The number beside the item is the number that it bears on the CBCL/1½-5 and/or C-TRF.  The first items are on the CBCL/1½-5 or both forms, followed by items that are only on the C-TRF.

Instructions

If you are willing, please follow these steps:

1.
Starting with the first problem on the list, consider its consistency with the first category of disorders, which includes Asperger and Autistic disorders.  Consult the accompanying DSM-IV criteria for Asperger and Autistic disorders.

2.
Decide whether you think the first problem is diagnostically consistent with either Asperger or Autistic disorder or both.



(A)
Please use the DSM-IV symptom criteria as a basis for deciding whether a problem is consistent with a category.



(B)
You may feel that some problem items are appropriate diagnostic indicators of particular disorders, but that they do not have precise counterparts among the DSM-IV symptom criteria.  Feel free to rate these problem items as being consistent with the categories, according to the scoring rules listed in #3.



(C)
The DSM-IV lists the same criteria for Asperger and Autistic disorders, except that qualitative impairments in communication are listed only for Autistic disorder.  If you feel that any problem items are diagnostically consistent with the impairments in communication listed for Autistic disorder, rate these items as diagnostically consistent with the Asperger & Autistic category.

3.
After you decide whether the first problem is consistent with Asperger or Autistic disorder, please rate how consistent the problem is with the Asperger-Autistic category, as follows:






0=Not consistent with the category.






1=Somewhat consistent with the category.






2=Very consistent with the category.


4.
After you have rated the consistency of the first problem item with the Asperger and Autistic category, rate the consistency of each other problem item with each category specified on the rating form.  You may prefer to rate the first item for all categories before proceeding to the second item, i.e., work from left to right.  Or you may prefer to rate all items for the first category before rating any items for the second category, i.e., proceed from top to bottom.


5.
Feel free to rate an item 0, 1, or 2 for any category, regardless of the ratings you give that item for the other categories.  For example, you can give an item a rating of 0 for three categories, 1 for four categories, and 2 for two categories.  In other words, do not spend time choosing a single category for your highest rating of an item.  Instead, just consider each category alone when rating each problem item.  You may decide that some problem items should be rated 0 for all categories, whereas other problem items should be rated 2 for several categories.


6.
After you have finished your ratings, please indicate whether you would like a report of the findings, and e-mail the rating form to Thomas.Achenbach@uvm.edu or fax it to 802-656-2602.  We will then mail your check for $50.

Thanks very much for your help.

