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iy Mi‘a started at the end of an _era; the‘,beginning of a now onos
electrivity, the telephones, gas replacing 011, coal and wood burning
stoves, statlonary tin bathtubs in tenements (Amariu), water in sinke
instead of one pump on sach floor for tha tenants, and&f course toilets
1n3taad of the "backhouses” in the yu-d, ons locker® to each floor. '

"'ho tirst five years of my life were spent in zglobnia, Galicia-~ -
Austria (now Polamd), It was a qu.iot pastoral sors of’ village; whita-
washed cottages with thatched roofs, flowers in little gardens in i‘ront
sending forth thelr fraprance into the alew, Fences were really pretty,
made of willow withes woven lils baskat work, Very few houses had
wooden floors, just packed dowm earth; oasy to sweep never got rmuddy.

3eyond the one long maln roadﬂ were {lelds of grai.n; vegetables;
orchards and rneadows for grazing cows a.nd horses. The peasants wvere
i‘riendly, helped each other harvest time, ;.ncluding the Jewlsh i‘armers.
There were perhaps {iftoen Jewish families; dealing in farm produce,
dairy and poultry which were sold in the biz clty market some distance

way, There vas & cmzreh; catholic; with here and there on the road
gacred images in framed nooks' which the Jewlsh children passed with
averted eyes, The ona big industiry was a diatillar'y, which gave employ-
rent to maury peaaanta, and of course the Inn, or "Ergtchu" which diad
good business with the peasants and the Jews too. Drunkenness was not
too frequent or troublescms.

My'gra.rxiparonts' home was on the main road; on l._;mr with a rough
road leading down to a brook where wading was very pleasant, In the
spring that brook would overflow until the water toucshed the main road,
The eptrance of the cottage was a hall about 15t I.Qng; dirt-packed
floor; on the ri,,nt a "kormer” or pantry which was a cooling room for
milk; butter; o3, ctoeg on tha loft the customary stable for the cow;

(I'm not sure '@ had a horse, though we used horses for plouving), and
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& millstone grinder for the family flour. A door at the hesad of the hall
opensd into the combination kitchen-dining room-living roan; dirt-packed
floor; on the left an arch with a step leading down to the bodroom, with
an slcove; the floor of broad white pine boards that gleamsd from scrubbing;
bemitiful tapestry covers on the three or four 'beds; and one windoﬁ. In
the main room there was a long wooden table with backless benches on either
aido; a window looking out on the garden In bask, There was a large plaste:
covered oven near the ontrsnoc; set deep into the wnll, with an iron grate
under which wood was burrnd, where all the cooking and baking was dons.
On the right side of ths entrmo; inside this main rocm, there was another
wood-burning plaster coversd oven used for hsating, There was & nook at
the top where we used to vie with the caf, climbing up for warmth,

There always seemed ta be & maid sof;vmt; who milked the cow and helped
generally, The rilk was strained and poured into large metal (sink?) ttbs,
(maybe wooden ones?) and when the cream becams i'i.m; it was sidmmed off
and put in wooden e?nr.rns to make buttor, delicious buttermilk, The resat
of the milk was elabber, "sour milk", which went deliciously with new po-
tatoes covered with butter (m). Most of it was powrsd into cheess cloth
baga and hmng up to drip-dry, to mlkn cottage ocheese. A portion was dried
more, made into pats that wer./ahtpod in the hollow of the hand, and dried
hard, %With plenty of pepper and salt in thnn, they were fine tidbits,

Zven the whey was made !.nto a mmd soup. The gardsn in baek yielded
vegetables for the table, and flowel‘., always floweds.

Asross the road was & large pord, bordered by willow treel, which
served as a skating rink in the winter:b Tante ?oig., two years my sonior,
tplayed at the odgo of the :pond; mhingAmn- dolls' clothes {wooden dolls)
on 1little boards, boating them with a small "kienla", a smooth little board
shaped 1iks a bread board, with a handle, using the narrow edge, Ths same
mathod was used by the peasants, Our folks had a larps metal tub in which
they bolled the clothes outdoors over & wood fire., 3pliming wheels were
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in general \uo; and the beautiful sheets that were prodused in hand looms
wore spread c!zt; wat; on the grass to bleach, It was fasecinating to
watch tham spin the rla::; wetting thelr fingers ®nstantly to thin the
thre&d-, the wheel turning by foot power on some contraption.

It was & happy childhood; in my memorys playing hmue, clizbing trees
for chsrries and peara; with Feige. ‘e liked besat to accompany the men
to the flelds harvest time., Ve sat on the floor planks of a large horse
drawn hay wlgon; our Tegs hanging out from between thes upright poles,
We were given the easy job of digring up new potatoes; while the men cut
the grain with a aoytho; tieing it up in bundles which were plled onto
the wagon, On the way homs we were hoistsd up on top of ths heap and held
on for dear 1ife. mmr;mn into the barn across ths little
road alongside the house, laid. on the ﬂoor axxi beaten with e £lailsy the
straw removed and the grain ﬂ‘tad tzhrough a large strainar, 1i1ke those
I have seen used by gold minsrs, in pletures, Tools were primitive and
hand powered, except the horse drawn plows.

At the end of the harveat there was a }ulidny; willd bluoborrioa; such
a8 we kmow not of in modern tmn; were plcked and Orandma would bake a
huge pis in a deep dllh; with a cake topping, and all hands shared, family
and peasant helpers aliks,
. Passover uu, a mamorable time, We shared the big oven with a few
families who brought their dough, Long tablas were set up on "horses";
pats of dough were rollsd out and plased on a large woodsn spatula and
eased into the cm, about six at a time, It was « gty; chattering group;
both men and women working, I had the delightful job of running the
stippler over the finished o&lcea; eriss-orossing to leep them from bulging.

Of course we were all m'thodox, and holidays wers joyous ococasions,
Zvery home had a susscah, I remember ours was alongside the main room;
a board arffair with an open roof covered with br&nchu", r:'uit; flovers,

The entrance was from ths outside, but there was an opening into the
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main room window, through which food was passed by the women who stayed
indoors to serve. The New Year holy days ended with a gay 5imchas Torah,
the oldaz_'a danoing in a ring with the little ones in the middlo; ainging,
cshanting, elapping h’ands; and of course feasting., 'Je had mut only on
the Sabbath and holidays, Charuksah was the usual hol mm, with lights
and special dishes. Pwrim had a background of giving to the poorer familie:
without orrem.; the children carrying “shelachmonos” and usually bringing
back a return gift,

The village had one "Zhandalmr" (as near as I can spell the aound),
who was &1l the law roclled into one person. He wore clty clothes, was a
kindly gentlem, and a frsquent visitor at our house. 7raxipa seemed to
be the umrﬁcul hoa.d of tho Jewish cormmunity; people wers always dropping
in to seak adﬂ.ca, complain, gosaip. There was very little m&-smtism;
only & vague r™Mmor oomionally of some drunlen peasant cursing the "zhit"
(Jew as the pessant expressed it), The Priest seemed to be liked and
respectad by all the population,

I particularly remember the poua:;t mddings; to which we were inva-
Tiably invited. The prospective br:!.da; as was the custon; would come in
with her mother; nsel in front of grandm, patiing her arms around her
knees and ssy "proshe p-.ni"; which meant please mdm, irplying an invita-
tion, Oranxima ll;nys had a bolt of cotton material to give the bride,
Oncs I was allowed to attend a weddling marby, but was warned not to eat
anything except a "shiahh"; A round fancy edged sort of cookle without
shortening and slightly sweatened, with egg polish on top, Piddlers made
the gayest msie, the danscing was fast and rurious, the groom chuing the
bridg up the ladder leading to the loi‘t, his hands, I mat ad:uit ma.ching
up her skirts to tiekle her, As of todty, I see 1t as mturnl, clean sax,
regarded as open fu.n, nothing dirty about it.

I do not remember rmuch of my father in those early years, He was &
rostleas; mpatient; independent mnn, as I grew to hlrn; giving up the
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customary Yoty "lmst" which mwlywodn were entitlad to (free board)
and toolk himelf off to london, as l-bther told us, BHs dldntt find his
fortune thera, m bask to the villsge, and eventually emigrated to
America, I-'nawhilo, a baby brother was born when I was about two, who
did not survive, It must have been two years after that; when Mother
was carrying Amn, that Papa went to Amerlcea., A few ménths latar; when
Amna wu about s month old' he sant us tickets for our passage by 'boat;
steorago, taldng siemmk not lsss than tiree weeks to cross over,

Our home was & tiny apartment back of Papa's sho'p, where he mumra.c-
tured clothing as a contrastor ro:- men's stores. Nother worked hard, even

I pulled bastings out of gamnt:, the thrend. often outidng my fingers,

A yoar or so later Irving was born, and Hothar'l health broks down. She
not only helped in the sho'p, but always had boarders, "landslsit" who

cams to Amenica and mads our home their first stop until they found a
place of their own, Papa deeided to send us back hore to our grandpsrents
where Mother could gst rest and fresh air, Irving was six months old thnn;
and not very atrong either, 3Defore long Mother rented a cottngo; with
Hnrinka., ar Varishla as we affesctionately called her; asting ad our house-
keeper, 3he had been Mother's w.tnn-so. Grnndmu. having been unable to
mirse har--no bottles those days; was a sweet, cheerful, motherly person
who adored Mothar and us, 3She was like another Srandmother to us,

- Mother's education sonsisted of Yiddish reeding and writing; Fabrew
enough to enable her to dovven; but her greatest imowledge earms from her
heart, from the ethics as taught in the Sible and by the folks themselves.
She was & besutiful wm, a3 you may see by photos still In existence.
Yover will I forget the lessom in behavior she tmught us: 1!.' a porson
falls in an awkward positicm, don't laughj they may be hurt, she said.
There was & fmnghback in the village at whm the "ahkotsiu" asan’i: kids,
used to throw stonss. When they saw xiother, they'd stop and run, and
she taught mo the meaning of compassion, lWarinka had hsr own pot and
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dishes to prepars her special dish; "spirka" (park), I atood and watched
her eat one tm; and made a slmddsring motion, Mother slapped mn, saying
"Marinia oan eat that; though we cam:ot; and you rust nsver spoll her
plwasure.” Itve always bean grateful for that slap; a rare one rfo lother,
She scolded u, "hollered" at \u, but did not aln.p or xigx spanlk,

I remember a fire in my grandfathar's barn, whioh I think affected
the houss toojy the bucket brigads of fire fighters, working deaperately
to keep the fire from smreading te the thatshed roof houses slose by,

The pond in front of the house ocertainly servwed a good purposs, It was
also the soene of a mmorous incident when Irving was about a year old,

It was a windy dn:y, and we shildren spread the alarm when we saw his straw
hat floating in the water, but no Irving around, Out came nothsr; Grb.nchnn;
the Polish mn.id, even the cobbler mxt door who was vory fond of tha baby,
they jurmped- 1n one after t’m othar, grappling in the mddy bottam
screaming in fright, Sudduxly a loud volce exclaimed: "You orasy pooplo
hare he i3, The baby had been with Grandpu in basck all the time,

I liked getting off at times by mysell, walking in the fislds on
tha other side of the pon:l' up & slope. Footpaths divided the flelds at
mtervala and Itd srread my shawl in one of them and lie down, The
ripening grain stalh full eared and swaying gently in the sof't wind
touching eash otlpr, making small silvery sounds as thmgh whispering
11ttle secrets to each ather. Poppies and wmﬂomra, 8o very red and
blua, were sprinklad all through tha stalks, birds were flying across
the s}:y, Bobln-l.ndclclr thogoodoarthmllmnkingm slespy. I grew
up & little th.n, I think, for I sald to myself, out loud, "What a
beaupiful woerld it is,”

I had an insatiable drive for listening to grown folks talk lemirg
what was going on, shooed off by my mother and rasenting 1ty mischievous,
fun loving as all children are, but dreading scanss, then and alwaya in
later lifa; corpromising i1f a principls waantt Involbed. If it was; I
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fought back without compromise, My earlisat "compromisze" was when I
had to take little Ama along when I went ocut to play with children my
own age, " She inzisted on coming a.long; stamped her feet in a tantrum if
I refused, until she lost her breath and got blue in the facs, Illother
had to slap her back until she got her breath again, and 1little Anna
tagzed along. I mention this only becsuse Anna herself analyzaed 1-‘1: an
loss of her babyhood when Irving was born fourteen months after her. 3ut
it could not have been so: she was & goldan hair&d; blue e‘rod, rourd faged
little doll‘ sdored Just as muich as the dark haired and brown eyed Irving,

'l’!mromamturalpoolhollmdoutinthebrookmt far from our
house, and we would go there to bathe, as is. Onee, returning from our
private bathing resort, a big Dalmatian, fosmming at the mouth, came mmning
towards us, ‘e ran for dear _11:.; ut I stumbled and fell prone, The
dor ran right over m, and b;t the last little pirl in the rumning group--
a fatal accident, UWhsther true or ralso; I hoard in later yeara that a
mad dog will not blte a fallen mman ‘bo:!.ng (?)e

Amthar "onse" when again angels were watehing over me, I always
‘believod, was when I was about thres or four years ¢id. lother and I
vers visiting a neighbor and three or four children a.nd I wvere leaning
ovex- the open well in front of ths houss, making racu, tln-owing pebbles
1n, yallim to get an sgho. I leamed over too far and fell in, but ry
dress, made of good strong percale, caught on a naill, and the yelling
soon rought mescus, Inoidents like that immress themselves indelibly,

School (shikolla) was oanpxlaoryf-in the 1880'3; ir you pleaso; by
order of the good Raiger “ransg Jonf, and we were taught in Polish and
Terman; soane domestic arts too; all of which was & delight and absorbing
activity for me, In the afternoon I attended Cheder to learn :‘fsbrew; and
this leads me to another "onow," The 3ebbe was & young married man with
a wife and threc or four "once a ysax" ehﬂdren; living in a tiny onre

room house, the roam serving as the school. It ymust have dbeen a nerve-
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racking job, I don't remember the omo; whether mischief or backtallk,
but T got a caning whick lert ms black and blue, souldn't silt down for
dxys and slept on my stomach, Mother showed my condition to C‘—randpt;
andhowa.aru.rimm, determined to do scmething about it. In Shmle on the
Sabbath, servicss condusted In a home, Grandpa amnounced a "Din Torah"
(court of law ascording to the Bible) and much to my embmusmant, dis-
played me to the congregation, There was 1ndignltion; rocrim:lmtion;
tireat of dissharge....Ah well, the Rebbe is a poor mn, wherse will be go;
how will he makte & living?...and so0 he stayed. But he never punished meaga.

Our stay mist have lasted about two yam; whan Papa sent for us,

Ve went bask to Annrica; steerage again, HMy English was about gom; wat

I scon caught up with the kids on the streetﬂ, and they didntt dare oall me
"greenhorn,” It was near the end of the school tem, 80 I was put in t}u
lowest grldé, the 6th (gi'ado: weps classifled down, 6th to lst) primary,
and of course I was laft back, After my high marks m:\mpo, this was
the blackesat day of my shildhoodt m, HE, left ba.ek; unthinksbls! However
the foumdation I got in rry native village stood me in good stead later,

Papa was doing well at that time; bought a lovely little house in
Ste Marka Pl, Brooklyn, callad East Rew York, on the edga of 3rownsville.
Thare was plen’by of pround around it, some fruit trees, and Mama's green
thumb soon made us & vegotabls garden, Papa had the vision to make a
closed poreh ocutside the houso, with glass above the wooden lower paxt,

B built a big barnlike structure in the rear which he used for his mami-
facturing Wa; md turned 1t into a Synagogus on the 3abbath,

Hy firat dxy 1nlchoolwu a memorable one. It was a faw bloclks
awvay inside Broumvﬂle vhich was then a village with moatly unpaved
streets and dirt roads, but pretty amall housea in many of tha streets,
By that time T Imav;rbanough nglish to be put in the 5th grade, 3till a

C o~

baby olass for an ejgﬁt vear old, The teacher had examined me, and in
slass she asked me stand in front and tell a story, Yothing loathe,
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I gave them "ILittle Red Ridinghood". 3oms of the children laugled, but
I folt they laughed with; not at me-~I lmew I still had an accent--and
I was in, Trom that time on I had a piece to recite every Friday in assemt
My Znglish had caught up with what I had learnd in "-Jurope; and at
end of term I was put in the 3Ard gra.de; from there to the lst; and then
Srarmmer School in Br,aokl'yn; not too far off, In three weeks I was skipped
from the 8th to the 7th; at the end of the term; into the Sth; and from
there into the 3rd; which I almost finished 1n Few York, That was equi-
valent to 7B as grades are figured today. That was the snd of my school-
ing, except part of a term later on when we moved to 3Buffalo; some night
school classea; but rmainly rsading, reading; reading, I haunted the
Grace Aguilar % ree L&brary in the waiah Sducational Institute on “ast
Broadway., Somewhat ot a perreet*onist I took rride in shecking my
grammar and spelling, using ﬁhe dictionary for new words I cams across,
In the interim Fapa sold the house, the moat beautiful home we sver
hads; probably a slump In business, Nettlie was bo?n there, a most welcome
‘oaby; four years after Irving, She was my charpe, "minding" her in the
carriage outdoora; getting in what play T ecould with other children.
There was one Friday morning when I waa still attending prlmary school
in .Brm-msville; vwhen Mama was out shopning for Shnbbosl, and was late
coming backe I had my "pleee”’ to racite; it was raining hard, the streets
vere muddy; and I almost missed getiing into school, The Janitor was
closing tne doors, but he let me ig when I told him about my plece, =mt
e me~in, T sdged into ry group, muddy high rubber boots, +nite
diress bedraggled; supprossing acbs, holding a tired dahlia in my Land,
Tt was something about 3pring, with the punch 1ine ”ann IV¢1ve thia rose
to you"--the teachsr, 3lore kids tittered, of ccurse, but I suess ny
teaclier was aatisfled,
ur sscond hams was in Srownsaville, vihich Mapa housht 2in cxchanze

for the otiare. Tt was a pretty cottage in a n:ighvorhocd of othe:r nlce
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cottggos; and there, too; Papa bullt a shop-3ynagogue in the rear, 3efore
too long; probably lsass than two mm; that house was sxchanged for
anothsr further ap in Brmavﬂlo; at11l sparsely settled, 1I{ was a three
story loft btuilding with a store on the ground rloor; which Papa fitted
ou} as a saloo?. There were fastorles non-; workmen who bought beer on
their way hcufao, but business was naver good. Papa had his shop on the
second floor, and ths third floor was rented for some kind of mamifacturing
Mama was the barmid in the dq‘tim; I helped after school (I was in the
gremmer grades than), and Papa tended 1n the evening, Our rooms were in
the rear of the store; Mae and her twin, which didn'¢ smive, were born
there, and a year or more later Celia was born. lMama was a pretty worksd
out woman, Papa had no "sitzﬂ.eish"‘ the grass was always groener some-
where alsa, and if things didntt proapor as soon &8 he expected, on he
went to samething else, 1n the hops of making good for his family, 3o
lixe Jack and the Boe.nstalk, only he didn't have even & bean in the end,

I recall a noteworthy ineident in connection with the tenant in the
top floor. The man also owned & groecery 3‘501"8; usually tended by his
wife. De becams delinquent in payment of rent for the shop; refused to
pu'y; denied he even owed 11‘.” and Papa sued him, Our lawyer was a young
man by the ~name of Riagor, and I was a witnoss at the trial, I was Papa's
booklceeper, smtar:r, did all his banking and imew all the circumstances.
I was sworn in, the Judge asked me 1f I lnew the meaning of the oath, and
I replied that I knew it was a sin to tell a 1lis, The dsfendant denied
flatly thgt he knsw me, or that he owed any rent (I always made cut the
reoeipts); and {ndignantly I spoke up without being uked; that it wasm't
true: "Waan't I in your store amd hought sugar and flour to help you pay
your rent?" That did it, s won the mo; but whether Papa sver collected
or not I do not remamber, 3ut Mr, Riecer was ny idol for a long time,

Srammar school was my Shangrilt; my Dreamland; where I escapsd into a
world of wonders, I made two closze friorzds; Josls Vandervers and Daisy
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7 "wo were like the proverbial Three Hu‘skateers., always at the
') clus; siipping together from ths S5th to the 3rd grade. e

. acher named Miss Marion, and once she invited the thres of us to
her hma for tas ltbor school, “hat a thrilling oxp.rionco for me! There
was & small table, set with dainty little cups and saucers, & dish of
sandwiches and cales, Ons little Jewish girl, one aristoeratic child of
Dutch or Danish pmntago (I found the name still in the Brooklyn phone
book), one fat, fun~loving littlo girl, probably of Irish pmntage.
We used to meet in Daia‘y's gn-den, not far from the 3%, Marks house, whan-
ever I could get awvay, for run and play in their shady grape arbor,

Papa lost the last house, and we mvod back to the Zast 3ide in ’Eew
'Y.‘ork. I attended school on Brm 31:., and there met .Tenn.‘..o Jhoobouif.:,
(yas, your lmnt) and Fanny Semh We hecame a threesoms too sharing our

reading matter, exchanging sonfidences. Besidea books and ml.guinaa;m
shared "The Family 3tory le"; with 1ts lurid serial love storios;
especially by Laura Jean Libby (whom we niclmeu?d Jaura Lean Jibb'y};lih
- the modern True 3tories., In one of the storiespy thare was an {llustration
of a young man in a treo; and the beautecus girl on the sboro; bu-afoot;
agying: "I want to go hask and be a child again", THAT oured me! We three
were close rrioul; for mRYY years.

Times were hsmrd; hams meant hand to mouth living; with occasional
breaks of prolmit:r. when Papa found nothim too good for us, Yother
worked hard, in the shop as well as home, with frequent invagions of
landgleit, O(me ltendy boarder was Uncle Mu: Mother's youngest bx-other,
warking in the shop, learning the trade, Children worksd in sweatshops
as well as at hm:e, "homgwork" their mothers brought in, e shelter our
children nowadays in & way we oouldn't do when I was a child, ‘orking
papers could be obtained at age fourtseni they worked at home without them,

As I have 1ndicatad; I was Papa's secretary and errand girl from the
timo T could read and writa., Tn ths 3rooklyn era he sant ma to “Tew "ork
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with his bank deposits in tlw Bowery Bank, which 18 imrreased on my mind
beomise I was terrified of the Brooklyn ?az'idgo; expooting 1t to come
crashing down any mimte. From the Dank was just a short dutim. to
Baxter st., to piek up trimmings for his trade from his mtmrl. It
was & notorious street evem then; no:!.sr, chaap, the clothing ahopper's
mecoa, Store after gtore of men's clothing, with a man outaide ™arking"
and pulling in customers with guilas.

Another one of my business trips for Papa Ilmonbor very mll; be=-
csuse I had to tale a teain to Tottonvillo; 3.1.; first going to the Batter
for the Staten Island ?arry; snd buying my ticket for the train, T hed to
sse the town bi.ggh; ¥r, Totien himelr; who owned our mrtgagc; bringing
a cheok for interest on the Swmmiiym Brownsville haulo”, ard persusding him
to give Papa an extension of time on the due mortgage, I warshipped my
father, thought he was the smirtest man in the world, of high integrity,
an artist in his 1i.no, ut too texperamental ro? sustained success. Do
was a leader in the oommnity vherever we lived, though he always refused
to hold office in his Shule, preferring to be the guide bohind the chair,

“hile I was in sohoolﬁaﬂou York, (thnt ard grada), things wers
retty bad rinmoillly, and Pape got the idea I might get a small job in
ons of the big stom; uidaeat twelve yesars of ag., I becamm a cash g
girl in 3loomingdale's st $3.00 & week, The job lasted three wesks because
Papa wouldn't let me work mn the Snbbn.th; 80 I brought hm-, after carfare
and & day's 1«5; just 32,00, About this time we moved to aurruo;ero
Uncle Aaron had established himself, and since that was the begimning of
& new period for m, I'd 113 to go back to my family buekground, to sort
of round ocut the story of rmy begimnines,

It is good to know your ancestry wWere people of mome cducttien; intel.
ligence and rerinomnt; sceording to the manner of their timss and the
laws of their religion, On the patemmal aide; Zvie Chaim and RJachel

Rreinik, lived in a town largsr than my village, They wers in the garment
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business (which FPather :-otlly hatad but wesntrt trained for anything else)
and once a yssxr the sons, Nathm ZalmnandAaron wmld take a load of
finished garmonta to Kbakew, where there was a F.irma.sh a sort of Carnival
and open market, to sell thelir stook. I remember that trlp because it was
the occasion also of Uneole Asront's wedding to Tante Gittel in Erakow,
Papa wes in America, ss I have already written, and Mama, Anma,xak Trvige
and I were back in Europe for P‘other 's health,

Grandma Kreinik was a tall, slim, lively pu-son, who held herself very
straight, 3he ndccrod ul, made mich of me because I was 30 mch older than
Amna and Irving, and had Amariun tricks to show off, lile jurping double
rope and othor Ameriaanim, vwhich had the native children goggleeyed,
Uncle Hathan, the eldast was the only one wbo remained in Europe,

The trip to Mw as I have mntiomd was for business and TUnecle
Asron's wedding, Marriasges wire made by parents, and they rarsly turmed
out wrongs divoroces were almost 1ike & legend, The wedding fost ivies
lasted a whole week; as was custamary, at the end of whish the "Sheva
Broeches"--seventh day blessings, were pronounud May I point out thgt
this wvas u tradition of "Family Cloanliness”, a whole weelk's waiting,
after the mingt, with ritual bath on the Tth dty, to promotes healing,
There wers no sex diseases when this law was obeyed, There was feasating
and daneing ev‘orj’ cmnixg; the woren getting together every day for thelr
oun k’lotches; snd lltqoiher 1t was a happy time, There is an old phote
of Mother and the three of ul, which piletures me in the coatume I wore at
the wedding: & beridbomed white dra;u with a red velvet vest rimmed with
gold brnid' and soalloped edges., In that costume I danced with another
ccusin doing & dlnoo ¢alled"The Rrakowlanka", a sort of Virginia reel,
up and down the mle, everyons applanding us,

Trakow reminds me of another ineident whish occwrred when we were on
our wa-y bagk to America aftor twvo years in Zurope. The train stopred for
an hcmr, and 1ittle Ama, three ysars old, decided shs'd go for a walk
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and diaa!ppeu-od. when the train was ready to atart; no Amma. The alam
wo:rl:'mt, a1l of us went looking for her. The tralmmon) were extraordinari
kind, agreeing to hold the train for fifteen minutes; but no longer, At
last a policeman ceme alaong with har; Just in the nick of time, 3ut we
missed the 'boyl: at Rotmdm, Holland, The station was olosed; it was
late at night, l:nd we had no placs to atay. We had plenty of food along:
however, Hm with her usual Inttiative, ltn-tod our small group wallking
and we came to a large estate, a big mnai.om with outbuildings. ‘e
knoelmd, ths gatelmeper went for tho "Herr", who provad to be a kindly
gentleman, Ffe heard Mama's story, and told her he had only ons plase where
we could spend the night: the big stable where all the domestie animals
wore housedy but it was warm, and there were some crmpty stalls with elaan
straw. The one we oeonyied was next to a cllis"t; whish kept poking it's
hesd over the partition, semrimg us Xids, yama resssured u-; and finally
we slept. In the morning this kindly gentleman brought us ¢offee and rolls,

We walked back to the ststion; and eventually boarded a bost to America
steerage agnin; with i{ts horrible eonditiomg atraw pellets on doubls tiery
bourda_ sanitary eamforts striotly primztin; food handed out in tin plates
on %the u'ppordook In my group I was the onlyomwl'mcouldgouptha
first few days, seasicimess naver bothnring me on any of the tripsg, and I
collected big boiYed-in-jacksts potatoes, glassy looking aweotened rice
with big raisins in 11:: esarse black bread, and chickory eoffee in tin
cups--luxiry! Of ocourse Nmm had ho:f‘hnrdtuk and spicy "gmalhu"; the
dried cons-shaped cheese oakes I've mntionod; and other foodes I c¢limbed
up on deek svery chance Y hnd, and folim in the second olass treated me
with fruit and other dainties,

Back to the folls nﬂin. ‘«’y matsrnal gr!nipnronts, Joel and Zmahel
Erantz, frandpe was a tall, alim blue-eyed man with a reddish brown beard,
always carrying himself dtraight and erect, (randma was short and stout,
har stormach f£1lled her lap when she sat--the effect of having borns elsven
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chilz‘iron with the aid of a midwife., Omnly four survived: }}other; Uncle
Jaks, Uncle Max =znd Tante Feige., Only liax remaim; now living in 3righton
Beach w?.th my sister Mas--of whom later., Grandma was serenely cllm;
patienr gentlo; generous and liard working, There was butter to crnn'n;
at which I was dslightsd to be allowed to halp; clabber to bYe made inte
ohoea’o; as alresady mantioned; and the weekly read baldng, This was made
of na.'!mral; honest rye rlour; ths baled loaves glving forth an aroma that
linpers in my taste memory. A thiok slice of that black bread; spread
genermzsly with frash butter; sometimes a cut slove of garlie rubbed over
the cnmt. and 1t was a feast, I was allowed to zrind the ecorn (3ibvle
name for rye or wheat) 1n the home made mill in the barn, This consisted
of two big round stonos, with a hole in the middle, a stiakt attached to
a contraption on top and rittad into the top grind.st;om through a smaller
hole,. '.'L'!m stick was grupcd and ulled round and round, the stonss ground
the graln, and the meal dropped into a sontainar underneath.

we went to the big town at Intervals by harse and wagomm to sell owr
dairy preduce--a big city called Rzeszow, wh.tch, in the way of Jewlsh
folk with all nmn; they pronounced "Rweiszshe", Once when lMother lst ms
cones a.long; w. saw the Falser whan he waa passing through, A crowd waited
at the station, and whent the train slowed, Pranx Jozef stood on the plat-
rom, bowing and milim in the moat friendly way, Mother pat me on her
shouldars so I had a perfect view of the last of the '"good" kings of lustris

Grandp?. wag definitely the bou:, grandma never talking bask, I got
the feeling, from Motherts attitude, that she wished Grandma would do
Just that ococasiomally--talk back, Heelness was mever lother's w‘o.y;
though she had long-enduring patience with my quieck tempered ?athor; kwwing
he did his beat; but she had her linits, 3he told us children of her
early romance ith ?athor; which became a true love match. It was customerm
then for a fanily %o farm out their bYoys %o famlilics In different towns
where there was no 'lsbrew School; to toach; receiving board and lodging
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and ?erh.ap. a spmll stipend, ith only two years' diffarence In tlsir
sges, Father naverthsless becsms her 'Selfer" (taacher); and used to tease
her & lot when not teaching. Once he ollmbed a cherry tree and kept throw-
ing pits down at hers She had 5 sore toe and oouldn't olmb; but he re-
fused to tcuf dowm any oherrios; untll she bYecame angry and shouted ahe
was going up, aore tae or not; and throw him dowm, 3he got the cherries,
When they grevw old enough for m'riago; neither waild look at the candi-
dates presented to them; and so they were married, It was a marriace 22
full of trials and tribulationa, mainly through econoris truublea; but
alvays coo::ération; ayrpathetic underatanding, She survived him by a
‘scant slx months,

The stable attached to the house had one cow, and milking time I'd go
in with my 1ittle cup and have it filled with n‘uh; rom:!.ng; warm milk,
Germ? who over hewrd of them? The milk was strained, hovever. (ne mem-
orsble insident 1s worth rnoo:bding; for it gave me a lesson in the cssentia
goodness of uman beings, The cow was about to drop her calr, and the
poor &nimal was in apparent gresat agonmy. The women fussed about hor,
called in & couple of men to help., One of them washed his =mm and thruss
it slowly into the animal, From the tallk I understood the calf was lying
&cross the opening. Gently; slowly, the man worked; the othsr man stood
at the cow's head and fed her salt, stroking her head with a gontle hand,
erconing to her liks a mother to her 'ba.by; and at last the ocalf was bory.
Irmadiately Mama Cow starbed to 1ick her baby elaln; and all was well,
The gentloness; the sympathy of those paopla; simple poasants.aeees

e moved to Buffalo about 1893; where Unole Aaron had established
himgelf with his family. e was affliicted with wanderlust too; for In
later years he moved to the 3outh, ‘I?he struggle for existence never let
up. Pathsr opered & tailaring shop, llothor and I helped as usual, I
attended school for half a tem; then Papa needed e to run orrmd.l; and
do some of the sewing. IIs vark was bea.uti.ml; being a per‘ectlionist,
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Running errands downtown suited me fine, because on the way there
was a publie library; and I'd slop in and read as long as T dared; oftan
too:ﬂ.ong; and I'd get punished, I read David Copperfield in installments.
A cobbler by the name of Mosely lived next door, They had three boys; and
the father bought them & set of Cooper; they had lots of books, I'd drift
in there every chance I had and read; until recalled., T d4id that‘prohably
too often; so Pgpa requested v, Mosely not to let me read there and I was
forbidden to go in.sw'sw I was in the middle of a wonderful story about a
boy named Philip; who ocame over to America in the tims of Columbus; and
nsver finished 1it, Anybody 'mow the end? I couldn't forgive my father
for that; a slap would have besen easier to takes,

After a time I go% a job in a printing shop in Buffalo at 33,50 a
weok; and they tolerated mylataying away on Saturday, I operated a press
whish eut out ploture cards, und T enjoyed it, They published books tog,
and thsy showed me how to do book bdinding--and of sourse I read the books
during lunch hour. T left that job %o go to a secretarial sehool.

Papa had a customer who operated this school; and he made a deal
with him to maks him a 350, suit in exchange for tuition. Don't get Papa
wronz, Fe was a strict disoiplinnrian; loved us davotedly; but never
showed his affection after sach child was about four years old. He did
g1l the ltissing end hugging until then, but after that he was afraid it
would "spoil™ thsm; and we were afraid of him, Papa had his dreams too,
would have liked to give us an edqution. Irving waa the apple of hia
eyn; dreased him in clothes no other child ; Little Lord “auntleroy
suits even to a specially ordered high aiik h.j;°§$§?ﬁ:: he bragged how
"smart” I was, prsdicted I would some day be a great lawyer, Toor rava,
Ha lat out all that supmresssd love on hia grandchildran; and sven the
childron; after wo were grown up and rarriled,

The school was conducted in one larpe roam; a amaller room on the

side for typewriters. I was Tascinated by the text book, the Telectia
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System of shorthand (which nobody has sver heard about), and avidly
rracticed ths symbols at home, Tha schoolroom was loosely dividsd into
four sections, The first grade dtdntt hold me long before I was listening
to dietation in the second grads, and taldng it dowm; then the third and
finsl fourth, The teacher couldn't and didn't want to hold me back,
Typing was tamght touch syutam; but (.1116? Papa?) I had no patienco; and
wanted to bs as fast as the beat of them, so typed with two fingers of
each hand, rapidly, Ths course was six monthsj I mastered shorthand in
one month; and stayed another month to polish up my shorthand and typing.
I wasn't ao smart, Just compulsively eager to learn, I was ready for a jo

Pape sent me by train to Wew York (where he always hoped to return),
to stay with Uncle Jake and Aunt Jennie {(Mother's brother) on the lower
sast Side, T was flftsen; and what did I know about pgetting &ajob?
Timidly; half acared; ’pué pu%t‘ing on An assured manner; I went on Broadmay
going into stores and shops; Inquiring whethsr a stenographer was needed,
I finally antered a lsngerie fasctary and asked to see the forelady,
There was A twinkle in her eye as she llstened %o me, told me they had
no opening for me, but she had a friend who ran a Publle Stenopraphy
offioe; and misht omploy me, I <ot a jJob tlere at H.00 a weak; and 7
was in business, Falf went to Aunt Jennie for board; supplerented by
holping with the laundey and housecleaning on Sundays. I soon got other
jobs; each a 1little bettar than the 1ast; and landed in a law office,
‘"hat was a wonderful experience. Ths head stenographer was capable and
efrioiont‘ and moat or my work was under her at first, The firm wvas
 udge) Wahls & Stom, who were closaly assoclated with ths then famous
law firm of ¥riend, cuse 8 Trossman, political biggles, I learmed
rapidly, took Jdown briefs, was a‘::le to £111 out forms ror minor vuos;
according to distrisct. ir. Stone {Jawish) was well named tougn but
olever, and he did rost of the research work. I worlmd hard, didn't

nind overtim:, and onse I aven went to Jall to take dictation from a
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olient who was in for something I do not recall, THe was preparing an
artlcle about srmm, of all th.tngs; their history from way back; but it
wes most interuting; with many illustratiqns. He had his lunch sent in
while I was thnro; and insisted on my sharing it--turkey and finr:éa;
because 1t was Thanksgiving tims,

It wasn't long before ths family moved bask toc New York; onlyrabau.t
six months after I'd left Duffalo. I had 385, saved up; carfare and lunsh
money was &ll T necded to lpond; and I proudly contributed this sum towards
new furniture, %e lived in a four romm temmnt; the "front roocm" used
a3 2 bedroom at night, The bedrooms had 1ittle windows looking out on &
dark hall or an eirshaft, e slept three in a bed; md somatimes Anna
and I pot our legs mixed and pulled at the wrong one, which nmade us giggle
half the night, |

The law job became téo mish for mry health; though I was getting the
big salary of 310. 2 week; waileh was faithfully twrned over to the folks,
I was allowed 104 & day for carfare and a nickel tc spend with my dry
luneh, I was proud of Lelng able to halp.

Iy next jJob was with The Tew Idea Pattern Co.; mamifacturers of tissue
dregs patterns, I was mrlivate socmtary to the boss and nhis son. Tha
latter's sducation was not too goad and I correoted his Dnglish until
£inally he st mide notes on lettera and I answersd them m-ysalr to his
evident sat*sraotion. I becam® bored with this after a while, because T
waantt kept buay, eocouldnt!® read with an open offiu full of other emplopea,
and when vaocation time caxe (two weeks with pay), which of éourse I turned
over to Papa, I had the urge to have some cash of my oun, a0 I spent those
two weeks f£llling & vacation vasancy for same other girl; at 15, a week;
with The Michizan Condensed Milk Go.; later becoming my future employers,
Mother; too; was 1n nssd of same extra cash, sc we made & pact: shs would
get one week's salary and I would keep the othor; without Papa's knowledgre,
What a wonderful time I had with that moneyl On Sunday I took the three
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ol:dor ohildron and & friend, Regina whom I had met at a rﬂlativo s
wedding and became mv friend per*.am*:tly, to 3len «aland a little -ratar
resort in the Bronz, I thinx, 1lie a bit of Comey Island, ''s had a ple-
nic lunch on the beach; ice eream; SOda; etc.; tre younger children wading
I folt like & millionaire,

Tha Educational Alliancs on Zast Broadway in llew Tork had a rina
library, elasses for Imnigrants, young people's art claases, etc., and &
soclal servise department with vacatlion faecllitles for underrrivilesed
or low income young reople, They maintained a non-profit vaeation home
in the mountains and in Boll.port' L.I.; on the 3ound. The following
summer I *agistered for Regina and myself for tan waeka (Bsgina worked at
paasamnnterie,-orahdod work and appllique piaees) and we pald %, a week,
The food was kosher, very zood and nourishing, and the bathing was a
delight., There was a very'caarming young lady who shared o::;?E:E: woek
named Fammy Yewman. She was a school teachnr; had lovely'mannsrs, and
unconsciously introduced us to one or two soeianl gracesi but she could
talk a blue streak; mich to ocur delighbt, e walchsd her makes her bed:
who ever heard of two sheets on a bed? Regina and T looked at each other
and later burst ocut laughing; at last we mew why we had two sheets on
oux® bodsl In 1ater years I learned }Miss Newman was ons of ths Jacobowits
family, a oonnin of also very tallkative llevmans, I taught rryself to
swim that summer, Regina watcning me, too scared to do more than dunk
thile I tried and went down, a?ain and again, until I made 1%}

Papa was doing better now, had a good many nicgﬁgsgzomers In his
store on Amsterdam Ave, I had a eraving for music, a.ways loved 1%,
and the folks agreed to let re buy a second-hand piano, & '*nterroth
with a down payment and 5, & month. I e-gaged an elderly - —erﬂan teacher
who had a heavy aecent but Pinrers that made beaut1ful music, gt 1, a
lesgon per weeks I had him for two yoars, ilearmed to play a greoat deal

of classical and gporatic musiec, I started having partizs of gy om
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at the houso; Inviting rrionds; cauiins; but the most enjoyable svenings
were with the ramily; singing in harmony with Anna; Irving; and any of
the othsrs who could join; many of ths old favorites.

Those teen Years wers on the whole happy ones, Ope of my most en~-
joyuble divarnious; was the 3aturday afternoon after business natines at
H axmerstein's Theatrs on Sroadway and }2nd St.; where I saw some wonder-
ful skows for 25 cents, iany future stars performed tharo; whose nsmms
I cannot resall, Thers was the Great lagician Thuraton; Mark Twain with
his glorious head of bushy white hair; giving hia morous talk, I read
all his book:; loved them, “her. was Will Rogers with his dalightful
patter and rops tricks, “hon, too, I'd walt until evening, neet one of
the girls; and we'd get gallery seats at the opera. I had the pleasure
of hearing ZInrico Garusoﬁ; the great 3qhnmxnn~ﬂbinsk; who could sing the
hesart oub of you, and many other groat stars of that peried,

Anna was my coxpanion and confidante; we were very olose in splte
of the difference in cur ages, took walks hogotner, drenmad oxr dreams
in perfect understanding. But there had to be a change, and I began to
pay more attention to friends my own age, There was & fine organization;
a men'ts club similar to the ana; on Iast Broadwag; calling itself the
Young len's Benevolent Ofgani:itioa. Some {ine young men came out of
that groups the late Judge fartman, liyron Irnst, doctors, lawyers,
tenchcrs; and ons young man who loved tc make speeches and partleipate
'in lectures: who else? Elias Jaccbowitz, ?anny; Jermie and I; as well
s Nettle Goodman and & number of other rrienda; used to attend these
leciures on week enda, and of sourse dances. Hsnry Goodmsan (ne relation
to Hettle) was :Zlias' shadow a8 well as his orother-in-law, Zventually
the YVMBA invited the girls to form a group ol their own; which hecame
"The Ladies! Circle of The "MBA", I served as one of iis rrealdents.
Together with the main group as well as.on our own; we arranzed uvalls

-

and othsr scelal arfalrs. 5llis gave & lecture onee, titled 'Indlvidual,
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heanoe Thy Individuality?’., It was of ocourse moan‘- to derlato the ero
in peopls, make them awmre of a1l they owed to r‘rod ":arents, and cireum-
ata.z:xces. The sé&ript should be mong 2op's napers, Il was highly respac-
ted, especlally as hs had the courege to challenge the more aducated
college rellm; in spite of his still remaining accent, T might mention
here that Pop told me he had attended the sams primery grade schoc;l in
B:-om‘:svilla that I did; but for a mich shorter time; his aducation; 11k»
nine, acquired from avid reading.

There was anether group formed by YDA mombera; called "The ~lassie
Reading ?ircla." Yo mct at different homes once a week to read the
clasaies, starting with jhakespeawe, o werse assigned parts and read
them as dra::at!.eally as we wers able, That was pight where T lived: T
loved dramatics, and did know how to read Shamapeare. Thers wers Dr,
Tarmenbam (all the girls “had & cmh on hin, but he was already engaged)
Yre ﬁrt:mn, lator Judge, head of the ?%abrew Orphans! Tome; the Martman
slsters, Dr, Gettinger, my own friends, and many others. ‘e discussed
the plams; ard had soms stimulating eveminga,

You have often heard ths story of oy maeﬁing with Tlias, Te was a
peasiniat wvho woried for opt:!nism; parhaps a little bit like the provhets
of old; who scoldad and bawdled; and thon pave hopes. Tenry Foodman ias
courting ﬂ‘amry. and the three of them often got tometler ami had 4iscus-
sions; Yut nobody could get the last word with 7Tlias, ?annv in frustra-
t2on, told them she had & friend who could beat him Iin an armument. 3he
arranged a meeting, and so we nat thmzph nelthser of us wag awvare of the
sgheme, Famny sgged Elias on, and he started to argus the world was
aoing 5o the demss look at the crﬁnas; robberies; divcrces’, axploitation
of labor; cxrooked politics“, ot'c.; ets, I reacted at onco; ard In a court-
room rmanner inquired: "Tow many srininals do you versonally kmw; how

many divorcces, “ow many robbers, ex-convicts, arooksd or other nolitician:

ds you "mow? “3vilsntly you are a newsnaper headline thinker, f course
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there are orooks and evil people, and they maks news, but degent people
don't often get 1nto the papers, or make haldli:nl; and they are all around
you” I argued. Ellas alwaxys had a wonderful senss of ln:mur, which is why
hs could nsver remain a pessimist; he was as quick at seeing a joke on
himself as on others, And so0 we became f‘rionda; of'ten mads a foursome
with ?anny and Ienry at outings; exsursions, ‘¢ met at joint mectings of
the Y1BA, whare I also met a certain redhsad to whom I was attractad; a
nice but timid young man toc shy to date me mimly; though he did in-
vite me to his sister's home where he was living; and azain to an sunt's
home in Jersey City. I learned he was rinmu:lf.lly unable to consider
marryinge. At group arffalirs we danced toget!wr; and while Ellas was always
in owr particular set, he never cared to lemrn dmcug, and 30 the redhead
was usually my partner,

I may not have these incidents in ehronologioal ordsr, nor have ruch
interest in them for ym, but af least they are part of n', and true, All
my irpressions came from my keen interest in the life around me, Here I
coave to what mey be conasidered & turning point in my life. I was employed
by the Condensed M1lk Co, thon; and had a sisge of bronschitis that left
me with & persistent eough, Ve were living uptown on Thurd AN.; in a
poorly ventilated apartment in bask of Papat's atore, I was eightaen; tall
and thin, probabl)y anaemie, and on the way to the offfce on the "I1" ome
mornixg; I fainted in the middle of the ocrowl getting off at my atation;
‘Charmbers St. They put ms on & benah on the platroru; and when I revived,
tliey called my bou; who esre for mo, made ms go home after I'd rested.
In a fow days I went back to work again,

My father was scmd; as he always was when ¢ne of the shildren
became aslck enough to need a dostor, My persistent cough warried him,
as well as mothor; and he thougkt of the posaibility of TB, Remsmbering
the famous Mospital in Donver; Colo.; ho told me to ask my dostor whether
1t wouldn't be advisable for me to so there, And that, dear childronl,
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was the break I was subconsciously waiting for; a ohmco; porb.aps', to get
away, After emimtion; the doctor aald I was very mueh 1mproved; and
as for going to Denver; a little vacation of two or three weeks in the
mountains would be fim; and I'd be all right, (Di.ck; the dostor prescribe
Peptomangin as a tonis), But 1t would be good for ma, I persistad;— to go
to Denver? and hs ropliod; oh yes; if T wanted to go away that far,
All the years of silent sonfliet with Papa, his striet wgys; his mistrust
and ridicule of my rr‘lenda; and withal my admiratiém and respect for him,hm
reduced me to confoming; to dreading scenses which made a nervous wreck of
me, And so I compromised with my conselense and told him half the tmth;
that Denver would bs good for me, I was tired of having my friends twit
me because I was afrajd of coming home a mifnte 1ato; of getting scoldod;
even slappod I realized in jime of course, years later, that he was
scared, weo und in & poor neighborhood, and I might have been in danger,

Plana were immediately started for my jourmey to Denver. One of the
bookleepers in the orﬂ.ee; Willie Slu'opnhiro; a nise young Southermr;
told me he had a sizter who was 111 with what her doctor suspected wag migh
be TB in the stomash, It would be a fine thing if we went out West toge-
ther, as she did not care to go alone, UWe met at the ofﬁ.eo, my boss took
us out to lunch and that was the beginning of a wonderful i‘riendship that
was newver brokem, Cagss Irens Shropshire (Fon) was a small, dainty, fun-
laving; college educated and most intelligent young woman of twenty-seven.
She was employed u a sesretary by The Continental Tobacco CO.; and after
we mede our plm, they trtnlferred her to the Denver office.

We had a jolly trip, had aovaral hours' stopover in chieago, giving
us time to sight-see around the Lalm, and in Denver found a& boarding homee
without any trouble, After three weeks I applied at the Remington office
and Immedlately found temporary worke. The girl in charge gave me the
usual test; and while the standard rate was 32, or 12,50 a day, she asked
and got i, for me, I naver did take time to learn the touch system; but
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but I was pretty rapld with my two fingers of eash hand; could take
dictation at 125 to 150 words a mimite, Papa wanted me to rest; sent
money for my expenses, but I soon stopped that and roturnod one monsy
order for 50, of my own, §s refused to aecept any more, however,

It wasntt leng before I got a Tegular job in & 3R bisiness office
at 380, a month, In an office pigeonhole I found a thick little volume
titled "A 3tuffed Club”; which moant; I found out lator; that you had to
use a stuffed clud on peoples sometimes to knowk any sense into them, It
was a collsetion of a littls monthly magazine by I, John H, Tilden;
and I began to read it in idle mamanta; becmms absorbed In it, I liked
his common sense theory of anto-toxsmia, that we ocreate our own toxie
econdition of the stomach through wrong eatirg; bad food eoabimti.ons; thus
cauaing gas to 1nf1lmo thn mieous mambrnnn and give distress, Even wrong
mental attitude, tonsion, stdong emctiona, eonld bring on & toxic sondi-
tion. I brought the book home to Fon, and 1t appealed to her immediately,
as it had to me. At the office I was told he was a a-ukpot' s quack,
and all the medisal profession hatod him beesuse he upset thelir theories
of mediecal prlotico. We clllod him, nade an appointment and found him
to be a stoecky, middle aged, good natured but very docidod personality.
He was delighted with us becsuse of the way we found him and never sent
us a b1ll, He put Hon on a liquid diet for & week to eliminate the
toxic poisons from her digestive system, gradually increasing her diet,
Ber haalth improved by leaps and bounds; there never was any TB in her
stomach or lnngi; nor any 1n.mine.' Both of us had to eliniinate butter;
sugar and starches from o regular diet; there was enough of these ele-
ments ror the body's naeds in fresh fruit and vegetablss. '/e could est
loan meat, lamb, chiecken, fish, Hllf our meals were a cumbinntion ualad
which we put through a meat grindor, eonsisting of lettuce, colory, cu-

cumbera, tomatoes and walmitsy occasionally adding rresh fruits in

season; no bread{except breakfast toast much later on), no coffee oOr tol
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the one beverage bYeing T-kettle taa {hot water and milk half and half);
ohicken soup with riee or barhy, slowly coolsd until the chicken fell apar

I craved sweets so much that I found 1t hard to pass a candy stors.
When T told Dr, Tilden about this, he told me to buy as mich as I wanted,
eat a1l I wln'.ud; and then misg the next meal or two if I weren't comfort-
able, H e maintainad that adheroncg to a proper diet should embie ons to
indulge in rich dessert once a week; such as ice arem; caks, We went
without b:-aakrgat; only wator; for some timo; starting the day with a cold
or tepid bath and vigorous rubdown, 4YWe thrived on this regime, Dr, Tilder
"Toxemia Explained™ i1s a 1iitle book worth readim; even by today's medioal
m.n; in this era of drugs; dmgl; for every little achs or mmim discomfort,
He wasn't a creckpot or quack, After 15 years as a G.F. and mgeon; his
frustrations in trying to cure patients with eonstantly recurring colds
and other 1115; omused him td Bepin a rénmh and experiment with food
v&lues; mtrition; em:binatiom; and thelr effects on human mtoms; no
two being alikn. "v1tun1m " mn't '] I'muse'mld word then: starches,
oarbohidrntu, mimrth, rroteins, protoids, or what have you., A simple
analysis was: starches blended beat with fruit and vegetables; reats
needad green xmgwkaiwiwx ulnds; non-starchy vogetablu; frui%; no water at
meala; an hour or two after meals 1if dnirod; or before muli, because
water taken with meals diluted the food too mich and washed down minerais
bafore digestion., HNever eat when not mmgry or comfortable at meal times,
or emotionally upsot; sldp 1t and wut for the next regular meal, If a
patient cheated, ht could deteot i.t by his way of smelling a patient's
breath--dontt lm.gh, he oould telll We heard a rasket once while walying
our tm; and learnad the man was forbidden to snaoh; and cheatsd: ocut the
door he went and was told not to come back, His patients were mostly
"last hope" sufferers; even a doctor rran back Sast somewhere who had hear
of him through a patient of ur, Tilden'a, came to him in a bittar, nothing
to~l0ose mood, %Ye was helped to grood health, became his discipls, and
eventually opensd an office in California to practice medi¢ine without
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medicationg he contributad articles to the megazine, Dr, Tilden tried
to teach people how to livo, eating for good health; he no longer practioed
surgery. I have had many occasions to practice this philosophy in past
yoars; having been called on by almost all the members of the family for
help throughout the early years of my narried life.

Both don and I having good positions; we were able to go on pienie
trips week ends; exploring the beautiful country. We were in 3ilverplums
one time, and were taken down an elsvator shart to see the mine works,.
Anothor time we went to Gelden, & rough mining toun, and of course Coloradc
Springa, where for a fees we went into The Tarden of The -":odn, with ita
fascinating rook formations simulating figures, e saw real Indians t&em
doing a dnnoe; a troup of about a dosen stalwart men in native dress.

e dldn't go up Pllets Pour., beasuse Fon was afraid of the altitude: I

was willing;' but not n.lon;. :lnotl'ar tims we went as far as the Grand
Canyoni for a dollar reemrododownonlbnn-o; our hearts in owmr mouth
for fesr the little burre would miss his atep on those narrow paths, The
gorgecus coloring of the rock sides of the Canyon; the river at the bottom
looking like a silver thread, It was as though lature hated to close up
such & besutiful Valley, 4We attended rodeos several times too,

We came to Denver the last half of 1899, the time of the Spanish-
American mn-, - "n-m the Maine". At its ond, Hon and I stood on the
curb on Penverts main street anxi watched the parade of Teddy Roosevelt
and his Rough Riders; grinning and bowing; smiling toothily; waving his
big hat, TFe mads a speech on the Capitol stop.; and I'm glad I remember
one sentenset "If a man hasn't got {t in h:lm; Yo san't get 1t out of him,"

I wasn't brave about my health all the time; used to feel "green" in
the face every time I met & person who coughad; wntil I met Dr, Tildeny
he took all the fear away from me for the rest of my life. I nover went

(Y
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out to Colfax; the Denver suburb where the great Tospltal iras 1?cated.
The climate agreed with-me from the start‘ no trouble breatllins, no nose
bleed, I loved it enough to buy & F'i\!a—acre nlot in 2 new residential

s ection, dreaming of the folks coriing out to joih ™essse

The RR offlce closed when a change vas made, so T went back to free-

lancing agaln. Iy most tnterasting Job was with a group fnvestigating

political chicanery, a gcandal cbout spoiled beef ir cans fed to ‘!.nericm

soldlers in the war just ended. Cne of the accused was General Alger,

who it seemed had an Interest in the packing _compan'y one way or another,

I don'!t remember the result, but it's histor-y, and can be checkad.

Don't tell anyone: the cliairman, Ty boss, made me & "proposition”
to accompany him to the St, Louis Falr, then being mrepared; I'd get
ciothes, diamonds (a girl's ’best’ rieml)nice hotal:; etec, That was
the second time during my Denvor sojcrurn. I squelched then in the
corniest melodramitic way you could think of, which even then gave me a
secret laugh: "How would you like it if it were your siaster or daughter
to whom such a propositi.on was mado " It worked, 1 do not havae o tell
you that I had ideals, self reapect; Ty dreams of a future mate and lover
were ldealistle; my person was oy own, I would have no dowry except my
clean lifs, "j' mother had her ochildren at iome; I a3 beed 5o the
miracle of birth and life, was awed by it, Hui the only lesson she cave
ne about the birds and the bees was 'drei slxit fon lel.b', soaning keep
them at arms? length, three steps from the body,.

!y next job, also by way of the Remingten ofﬁ.ce was with another )
investigating cormittee after a stormy electlon. I ias getting 6. a day,
A Very hjl.gh rate Ifor that time, <“here was vote repeating: balloet stuffing
Jaavings, etc.; and I tock ceposlitions [rom patechegd up witnesses. Then
ihs Committee nhad 'proceedings supplemestary to execution’; wvhatever
that meant, and I was doing weil, .

Then came riy laat Job Yelore leaving Jenver, ' 1tl & : ire -rowction
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company, sdvertising stoek at "shear' inastallment ra.tes, and the mullible
 d

public sent in a gonstantly flowing atream of cash, They had a germine
and both or us becams sunpiciaua

bankrupt units, ets«s
Tho boas

mining engimer, an old German yubeon,
of the “unexpested assessments”, yot.orod out mines,
xperienced and didntt know what to dn about 1it,

t.trlcato of stack In the compsny, in order %o aarve
However, the folis had been

but we were ine

had given me & oOr

as offioial aemtm, and I felt trapped.

mingmtomhm,andlﬂgmnditmtgoodtmtowquit.

I had made up a eomprehensive scheduls oy chart ef customers, with the
rates and time of payments due and mdo, and the boss hated to seec me
leave, I received ssveral urgent letters from 4. O'HExra asking me to
come back at a mmgh highenfalary; eventually I sent him an invitaticm
to my wedding,

Bon had met a:mngoz-elorgymwho came to her off'lce selling
books and psmphlets, and they were drawn to each other at once, He had
given up preaching in the Presbyterian Church because there was too much
fire and brimgtone in its tensta. With seven college domes; he never-
theleas always remained the scholar who samehow 414 not £it in seeular
111‘0, mich liks the old Hebrew scholars whe were lemrned but souldnrt

maks & livings snd 1like those selmlm; he found the loving and devotad
wif'e to vhom that didn*t matter, They were marrisd in the Episcopalsan
Chureh, and I was maid of hom, "Boy” (as Hon always called him) had a
friend whe asted as dDest mn, and the four of us had a dalightful
wedding feast in & restmirant, , Fon was jthe go-getter, established a
purchasing for custcmers .SCZM ha ’.';‘“uf:z;. offiece which
they ran togethar; Boy doing the bank and paper work, Pop and I ex-
changed visits with them oomionllly; and always onjoyed the campany.
Yo invited them &t 3ugcoth tims onoce at 89 Oak St,, when he proudly
displayed his lmowledge of Hebrew. e had a penuanant succah, nade out
of & small back poreh, mit up & cantslsver roof, decorated the opening
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with brmches; rz-uitﬂ, flowers. They were delightful pecple, 7Top enjoyed
listening to Boy expowrd his theory of nmumerology as recorded on the
Pyramids; giving proof of the predictions in the Bible that had been ful-
£11led. BHe belisved Eritain was descended from one of the twelve tribelﬂ,
"Brit" meaning Cévenant, Int‘cruting. There was actually a seat in
England that believed this. Ton passed away in 15613 John a few yoars
sarlisr, I corresponded with Hnn; getting lively letters from her,

Going back & littlo; Fon and John ghared with me ths spartment we
had before their mlrril.go; a few months later moving to =1 Paao; Texas,
I moved bhack with the same people we had previocusly lived with; with
kitchen privilegea; sooking my own meals, The '?ontlino_n were anfriendly
childless couple; and often called me out of my bedroom, where I usually
atayed to read and do little choru, to play the piano ror them, lmep
then company, Their houu m naxt door to Dr. Tildsn's, where I was
occasionally invited for Sunday dimmer,

I arfiliated myself with the Conservative Temple soon after settling
in Denvor; voluntesred my services as a Sulxday School tescher (!); and
found some wonderful frisnds. One family in particulﬁr; with/axdwwgs
boys and girls my own age and a large coteris of frionda; used to get
together week endl for diversiong mio; lively tnlk' dmeing; and en-
gaging in my m hobby of cxmera smlhotl talkan in the par¥, I was
ofton invited to dinmmer Priday night, where I enjoyed the Sabbath atmos-
phere, with candles on the table. They were wonderful to me, lifted my
morales vhen I mdod it mt; becsuse I had to get over my shyness and
hadit of "loneness,” alwxys conseious of not ™utting in,"

I started for homs in the Spring of 1902; & little disappointed
at having to miss going to Yellowhtons Park, which I had plamasd to see,
I stopped off in Z1 Paso to visit the “tephenses for a few days; had &
delightful vinit; a trip to Junros; }hﬁca; right across the border,
saw interesting pla.ces; and even attended a bull ﬁght; which we walked
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out on before it wu finished--a cruel sport, I bought some Msxican hand
subrboldered lau'Nl; whioh in a spirit of fun Yon advised mes to hide iIn
my coat 81901'0; Sust to see 1f I could get mway without paying the border
tax; and very properly lost it on the way back,

My next stop was at Unocls Amn's; who had settled in a small town in
Iaui;im; operating « &y gooda store with the aid of a nophow of Tanta
Gittel's, It was Passover time, so I mpd two or three weeks, and had
a very enjoyable time, Therse were very row 1f any, Jewlsh fmiliu thor.,
and the migh_bqr;; perhaps out of cm-inity, then real friondlimu, invitad
me to their p:rblos; dl.n“l; whisch Tante halpsd me reeiprocate with her
hospitality, The nephew sort of rushed me, and roposed marrisge. Ho was
a nice bcy; st1ll rather roraign; and 1t was nios to be liked, I had xgmm
vague ideas of helping him g.? ’q_A_lrim aduutian; and‘ wrote home about
him, I wasnt!t really serious, just playing with the ides, and I got same
good "advice" from hau‘ Amn writing for the folk:; urging me to coms home,

¥y nezt stop was with relatives in 3t,. Ltmis, and T had a chanee to
ses the "ﬁr which was a thrilling experiencs, though it was not yst fim-
ished; and so home, I got my old Job back with the Condensed ilk Co.
but this time T kept €, a week out of my salmry for myulr, which was
enoughﬂ especially as Papa mldo my outar c.‘l.othﬂng, always the best, To
more tensiona, znd & battu', finer undmtamdim and love. ’I‘ho folks were
smenable about © me changes in diet, especially green nladz, which they
len'ned to valuee The oldsr childrem were working, Amna contributing the
bulk of her em:mg.; the way I used to; Nettie earning her expenses in
Righ School by tending the school lunsh commter. Zash of tm; as they
grew old erwugh te uu-k, ptid boord, holding om to their md.pandmu.

The years fram 1902-1906, when Pop and I were married, were happy ones.
¥y 0ld friends rallied round me,Irosumed my membership in "The Cirele" of

the YMBA, (Anna was an active rember by that time) and we had wesk-end
gatherings at home, with musie, pames, camerd partles; no carda needed.
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Pop was in the croﬂd, of oourso; most of them remaining friends after
wrifge. Pop 'bogm oourting me in earnest then, The YMBA ran a dance
(Ball, as it was called) at the Armory in midtown, and Elilas invited me,
Hs came in a horse-drawm Hansom Cad (& left-over of the o0ld horse and car-
risge days before mtoc" then used for lovers' rides iIn the park). When
he eacortadm down he expected me to be overwhelmed (as he told me after-
wtrdl), but to his secret disappointment I took it in atrido hiding my
surprise; snd entered the eadb ag if to the manner borm, Had a wonderful
tim; but danced with the Redhead most of the ﬂoning; while =lias looksd
on, DBut he never gave up; thank God, though he was warned againat me by
membars of his own rxmily; that I was a' TB, mld“mkn a siskly wife. Ve
became formally engaged on my birthday {the 23rd), with a big family pariy.
Ell startled mes scon artar with thq mroposition that we mo're to Demr;ln
would get a ‘Job thare, and if the oclimate was better for me, there we
would live, He was earning 315, a week, the engagement bpought him the
generous advance of 32,00 a wok;- and we started putting sway what Pop
called "bricks" to build cur home, He gave me 310, & week to save with
what I could put m, Papa saving the bulk of my salary for the wedding.
out of the 37, Elias had left, he paid 35,00 a week board to Aunt 1401119",
and with the other 32,00 we splurged by dining once a week (Thursday on
his evening off Erm the job in Jersey City) at Lorber's on rand 3t,.
I used to meet him at the Desbrosses St, Ferry after office hcnrs; we
walked to the rastlnrant; where we had a full course dirmer for 504 and
a modest tip. Pop never gams ms candy or flowers--who meeded them--he
had more practical use for his hard emrned money; tending store from early
morning until after midnight aix days a weeok, :Io would rid. howme a.ftor
dinner on the trollsy and sit in the front room, planning, dreanming,
acting like lovers the werld over; the small idds rmmning Iin and out,
having fun with us, uthie was about six then; (3 ?ut,zgy@.ght kKid, and
once we took her along to Coney Island on a Sunday, and watched the dancing
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in the public hlll. 311 esouldntt, and I wouldnrtt, so RFuthie sald "Come

on 511 letts slide,
After my engagement, of course a new era started for me, But those

-

fow years after my ratum from Denver mro very satisfying ones, Therses
wers sumuer vuat:lom, rocl onss th.is time in the mountaln Touse of The
Educational Alliance, Anna Fanny, ‘Iettie/and Regina were with me, and
we mat 1 jolly group of girls with whom we had loads of fun, . There waras
ainging fasts, improvised dra.ml.t.{cs, bedtime horsing around in our 'bod-
rooms, and of course camsra takes, The oroup lined up one artarnoon stt-
ting on the ground feet fmmst; and we challmd the asoles of tha shoes
with letters reading "The Merry Pmeh". One girl was a student of volce
with a beautiful sontralte voioe; and I Z}emd two or three of the 1lnlla-
bles I ussd to sing to the grmdchildrer;‘, from her; I even took a few
lessons fram har in Yew YorkS ' Zevt up friendly contast with these
girls for a long time, )

Hother worked hn'd, what with all the cooking, baldng; marketing once
a week for the 3abbath downtowm (we were living at W, 8lat 3t, then); b . ]
golng by street car and bringing back large bundles. e helped with the
laundry and weekly cleaning on Sﬁndayu. ¥othsr rarely laid a hand on usg
she tr* od her bast with scolding, scolding. She was a woman without a
"zall®, tha Jawish word for bitterness; eharitablo almest beyond the limit
of har moager means, loved by the mighbors, Jew or non-Jew, A charastar-
Istlic incident took plass during her last 1llness Iin the Brighton Beash
Home (Anna's), Maa had goms to live there in order to mmse }-".othar; and
she instrusted Mas to be sure and deliver all her mmmerous charity boxss
{"pishkas") to the Rabbi; and not to forpet tha seeds she had promised
the Itallan ~arbage collector; oz cuttinga; fram her beautiful flowers
in the tiny garden. In the days when we were growing up and she becemo
angry or frustrated over our bahavior; shs used a moat ploturesque line
of "nisht" (not) cursas inatead of slapning us: that was Papats way. Like
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"a cholera z0ll dieh nishttreffen”, or this or that should 'nishi" happen
to you--the first ome sxyone can understand
ring wy esrly teen years I had one regular pleasurse t rede up
{‘\ for many the things I had to do without, aaturd)ydbh:r day; and

worasteints Vaudovi;l.le

saw an excellent show, 3ome stage

favodite "Pudd'n Head Wilscon", and others,
ful patter and rope trioks, Sometimes
the evening and we'd get a gallery

QZ{2¢;._499 vt

3ts were Inrico Caruso and ¥adame Sl

olcs that mulled at vyour ‘%eaf;ﬁ'atrings; nany othsr oper
Bsra is an ineldent T happened to mentlion to George, and he was in-

tersstad encugh to make rw think perhaps the rest of you will be also.

take a
There was a newspaper story telling how it was poszible to/trip all the

way through New Tngland entirely by trolley. I told Fanmy and THattle 7.
about 1t and their imaginations were fired '!.*Im wins, Ue mads our arrange-
,a,u and we went on a ton day tripe. It was vacation tire for me. The

firat lap had to be vy train fraa Tew York to Stamrord; Gbnn.”, but from

there on e went entirely by trolley from one town to another; sleeping

in TWCA hotels which were very reasona.ble and roals were m permies. e

stopped in mmhmkport, Bnaton, wherever owrr fancy took us, all the way

up to Portland, Me, W visited lals 3ebago (?) and the fanous Springs (?)

vhere we had a drink of the riineral wmter, had a boat ride on the lakn;

and altogether had a most anjoyable trip, '@ came baek the same wa:sr;'t:rc:il.].eyt
Yadding invitations ere lasued orne %tc 2 family In those da'ya; and

that meant the vhole rar:ﬂy; with fust a prayer thot the small fry would

be left at horms, 7ather Jolff Jacobowliz performsd the oaromony, Juat as
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in due time, he performed tha ritual ceremony for Sud and lorman. The
reception was Iin Manhattan Lyseum on B, Ljth St. Over six handred people
came (four mndred invitation 1samd); basldes many gate cmh-r:; and
the tables wers set four timu; yet lother had some cohiclens to taie home,

For a wedding present the drothers gave FPop a 33,00 ruso; making a
total of 320, a mek; and one day free for a honeymoon. '@ went shopping
for furniture to 3legel's Department Store on 6th Ave, & 18th St.: famous
then for its foamtain in the niddle of the store--"Meet me at the Fountain”
was their slogan, At the end of the weelk there was & 1little party at hano,
for "Shevah B:-ocm;'; and then we began our married life in Jersey City.
Pep had rented an apartment on Wayne St .; dmmtoyn Jorsey city; in & two
story house the top floor of which was eomrtod; the batlroom being on
the lower floor,

Degpember zi;th

Before the end of cur ffrat year,/Ruth was born and then we moved
into a five-room rtilroad flat on Yontgomery 3t, My sister Mas cams %o
live with ms thors, to help with the baby after school, She remained with
us until we had to make another change--a most weleome and lovable member
of our little family, | |

The business of the Jasobowitx Drothers cxpanrbd. several additional
stores were a'penad‘ besides going into wholesals, Pap had to tales charge
of the newest atore on Bergen Ave, lt ".ontgomery 3t,, mxd we moved into a
meakeshift apartment abowe the storo, three rooms, a lavatory but no dath-
room., Peop was alwsys kesnly responsible for his rmily; nothing but the
best he was able to get, We needed a bat}n'omn; 80 he improvised one by
installing & gasg hot water heater in the kitahan; and had a bath tub put
1 , maling the litehen just big enough for one. ‘s made the best of 1t.

Miriam was on the way by then; and ve aecquired our first boarder,
Aunt Jennie had been living with Aunt !ollie far many you's, Just as Iax
and Pop used to. Their own family was growing, and there was no longer
room for Jennie, so after living with a friend a while, she came to us,
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3he remained with us until her marriage slix or seven yoars lator; after
we had bought omx firat home on Virginia Ave., TPop mads a success of the
atore; had saved up snoughk to mike 4 down pagment; and we moved into our
new home, Mrimm was born Just two years aftar Huth; ard the new house had
a roomy garden in the bagk for them to play in. It wes a two-family houso;
and we had a nice Irigh famlly downatairs,

As financial affalirs improved for us; I was able to go away to the
country for swrer mationl; Pop coming in every other week-and, Not to
brag, but to point out Top's amblition and rorasight; we were the first to
buy ; house, the first to install a telaphone; the firat to buy a radio;
and the f'irst to buy a car, Cf course the brothers followsd suit; all &n
the course of time, s had a middle aged Trish wmn, I'rs. :-!angin; to help
with the hausework; et 310, a month! Pop had a chore man of sarts; old
R:ran; sood na.tm'ed; seldom sob%r‘", ad he used 4o come sround to Virginia
Ave, to do chores for ms too, Those two usad to anjoy a bottle of beer
down fn the cellar, I rerermher Syen mainly Yecause Pop felt so badly
when the poor old man diled practlcally in the gutter,

Miwiam wag ninctesn months ¢ld when Dud was born, 3Buth glrls wers
beautiful children (pictres rrove it}; riam an adorable cm-l;;g;ired baby
in contrast to 2uth?!s light brown halr, T remexber putting Miriam in her
hieh chair; pla:iﬁk with hor toys so0 quiatly that T sometimes forgot she
was thsra; while I was buly; wntil I'2 £ind “er asloep with her head on
her 1ittle table; not a sdund; not a whimper! T wonder if that cuter
patisnce 'as to be the mothar of the inner patlence I know she has £odayeses

All three children wwsre born at my folkm ' wme 1n lew Zbrk; wasre I
wis 2 resular visitor every Jundsy whon Pop had to work. I was alov in
gatting acqﬁainted In Tersey Sit?; had no soctal life there; and 1t was
more fn going "home™ to a loving fandly. I iraveled by ferry and clevated
train;'and eftar closing Top would cotwe aver and fdle us home,

2uddy's birth was the occaszion of a double affairs his Zriths and th
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engagemant of Jermie to Adolph mm. My folks prepared a ba.nqu.et;
the Jasobowits family were imitad; and Father J. performed both ceremo-
nies. Orthodex pscple still wrote the "Contract" of marriage those days,
On the day of Eugeno's birth; Ruth and Miriam were in Riverside Park with
Cousin "Dam" (Sm; &3 Ruth called him); and whan they came back; Hiriam
took & look at that big baby (the doétor said he was 13 pounds); tlekled
him and said "Hi-ya ?atty-r-'atty"; and both girls called him "Buddy,"”

We were always such happy parents. I contimed to travel with the
three children to the folks every other Sundq, where e were made so
welcome, I delighted in watching people stare and smile at the sight of
us sitting together in the trdn; the girls dresssd up in the besutiful
coats Papa made for them, I mads all their clothu; up to theiy teen
sgesi Anna did her share too.

noma.rr came along two pm after Bud; was bern in the Mommouth Hos-
pital, Long Sransh, the on.ly ons bdojy in & hospital. My Pather had rented
a houae there for the summer, hoping to do enocugh business to malke 1t
pay, even for & permamsent residence 1f advisable, I had laryngitis that
summer, and the folks insisted on my coming with the ehildren to stay
there. Ama came and just paslsd me up and helped me %o pet over there.
T had a wondorrul time at the hospital; llorman was a quiek, éasy dolivery,
though he was llow in getting started, I stayed in a four-bed semi ward,
with three women of very different personalitias; but we got along beauti-
Mlly, One was a Polish womkn who apoke very little Knglish; and she
kept us in "stitehes"-——a different Id.m'i; alded and abetted by the interms
who tried to fool us by mixing up the bables.

How the trips to the folks insluded lorman. FHe was almost two years
old when I knew there would be another addition to the ramily; and that
was the {irst time I had a rebellion, No; I wasnft going to live in a
orowded apartment with five children and two and a half bedrooms! .bout
that time I had been taking care of ather Jacobowitz; who was 111 with
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dropsy; my step mother.in-law was thers of course with him, and they
atayed a month, I did the best I could; which waan't more than light diet,
rubdowna; and cheerful atmosphere., BHe loved the touch of my hands--"golden
hont"; he said., He was a saintly :r.an; naver a go-getter; but he was capabl
of borrowing five dollars from a friend in order to help another frlend,
He used the innate psychological approach in bringing up his ramily; never
laid a hand on them. Iike the tima; Pop told mo, when he came home at a n
unholy hour from & card gm; and his father was already saying his early
morning prayera. Fbhe didn't stop "dovening"” but when he folded up his
tefillen; he sald to 7"1i: "I didn't expect that from a son of mine,” That
was enough to make Pop give up cards until after we wers married. ?ather
Je puued away at his home soon after, and we named Toddy after him females
version, Zelda; her middle nm, the first being "Peasel™ after a stap-
grandmothar who used to bring little extras under her apron to the orphans,
Pop never forgot & kindnsss, and m so Paula Zelda was named,

Pop lost no time going out house hunting; and almost the firat "'“or
5ale” sign he saw was at 89 Oak 3t,, and he lost no time buying it. I
might add here that I naver went out house or apartment hunting; Pop had

& fine sense of valuel, exxmined every eornex-, every closet, and knew fuat
what wa would neod and th. 0ak St, house was wonderfully right: eight
rooms, & small front poreh, a back stoop which “op enlarged later, and a
nice big yard, Mother used to say 1f she had so much ground, she'd have &
sarden with flowers and vegetablesj I told her I was "growing children.,”
The entrance hall led te stairs going up; and further down to the lkitchen;
on the left the good sized living room, with window seats, cupboards on
the bottom; next a libru'y; opening with relling do,ors; bay windows and
window seats there also; then tho dining room looking out to the back yard,
Upstairs e bathroam on the right, a small room beyond, and another room
alorxgsido, both looking South; in the middle another room, and bYeyond
that, the front master bedroom, bay windowed with the usual boxed-in seats,
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and an alcove large snough for twin beds and a night table, A lovely home,
As usull, Amna smme to help us get settled; in time for Passover,
Life at 89 Oak 3t, was ham; often excitingy we lived there about ten
300.:'5; until Ruth was eighteen, Toddy was ten months old when we celsbra-
ted ocur tenth lnniversary; dolng my own catering with help of a "girl" and
in the middle of things having to run upstairs yo murse the baby, Ruth
mads up an anniversary song (starting her career as a ralented Hadassah
programmer): "Who are we? We are the Jacobowits Pamily; |
Are we in 1t7 Well I pueasi -
Jacobowits, Jacobowits, ves, yes, yes!
The foursoms Were the hit of the party. Our fifteenth anniversary was an
equally haprny home arfair. "‘ha girls were growing up nicely; Ruth a teen-
ager with lovely curla brown, Mirlam with equally lovely red owrls. Artile
Pepis, Mae s husba.nd, keeps cming‘ back to mind. Fe loved our ramily,
especially "Red", helping to servs, untiring in his efferts.

Billy, (Wilfred Zeph) was born almost three years after Toddy, com~-
pleting the family in niee round mmbers--another redhead, The party for
the 3rith was quite an event, sameone asking "Is this your *I3ST child"?
It 1s diffieult to write about him, All o:'.‘ you remember him woll‘. his
high 1ntelligenu, the warmth of his love, his sagerness to learn, to
participate in all the :ctivitioa of the family. He wui/.?goafrhan he
wanted a bimlo, a two-w!ualer, and Pop thought he waa too young, so he
“offered to prove ho oould manage ons, and demonstrated by riding one of
the boys! bio'ycloa, catching sucesasfully the foot pedals as they rose. _
e got the biscyele. He and Toddy ococupied twin beds in the baek bodroom;
and 3ud used to bribs him to come Into the double bed where he slept with
Horman in the middle rocm, to come in to be warmed up and get kilssed......

Life wasn't all wcn-k ard raising a family, Ve were well intecrated

socially in Jersey "1ty, and our friends ware now marriod. 'J8 kept toge-
ther throughout the years, ~anny married David ornrield Yfottie became
Mprs, 30l Amster, and Tenry married & Jersey City girl’ Cella uger.,
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Jennie was Mrs, Adolph "‘rouhnrt ocossional membors of ths group; there
were tho Ben H:trsohhom, the Bill .:unshinas, and later we added the David
Glucka, Mannie Engbers and '.",dga.r stem. Seven of the couples remainad
throushout the years, Ye gave dinner partles in tm-n, with pinoechle and
bridge the rest of the evening, lew Year's meant thaatro; community dinner
at one of the homes at midnight; with horsing arcund and lots of fun. We
eventually tired of these late partl‘ea; and settled for dinner at six;
expenses ahmd; cards after dinnor; and a midnight snack to calebrate
the new year,

The Hirschhom moved to Mt. Freedom where they operatad a surmer
cottage colony, and for . mmmber of years we Wore invited to spend the
Decoration Day week ends, or as they ocourred, at two or three of the stlll
unoccupled cottages. 'e brought in cooked rood, each taking care of oms
1tem (I brought the koshar moats of cot_xrse); expenses shared, & had a
big seven passenger Studsbaleer by then; and we carried as many as could
get 1#, plus somes of the childron. Fanny Fornfield drove the only other ecar,

~ You have all heard the story, but bscause it was important in the
ralsing of our family, I'l1l record 1t here, Six children, the baby about
& year and a half old at this pu-ticu.lar time, each an individualist,
there were bound to be cluhos, teasing, small rights, ete, I got tired
of hearing "XNE Ma- this, or ¥a - that" and getting them straightensd out,
80 T had a small bdrainstorm, and evolved & system of self-government,
Zach child was to be Judge for a weak settle all disputes and qnarrels;
decéde puniahmont: such a8 no dessert, early to bed withmt Amos & Andy
on the radlo, no moviu, ar no allovance (suctires ones!), ets. It worked
like a charm; they all obeyed the Judge, to save their own turng boaidu,
the Judge had the privilege of desiding where Pop would take us on the
Sunday outi gs, “or yu&rs; until they outgrew this method; our frisnds
used to ask us: " hofs the Nudme this weak?"

An outatanding event was one week when 3ud was Judme,  iiriam had
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broken off the gate leading to our back 'ytrd. using it as a swing once
too ofton; and the Jdge found it too much for his ruling; 80 they decided
on having a "trial,” Pop ard I sat on the sidel mere spectators, Norman
was the prosecuting a.ttomy; Ruth for the defencs, IHorman pointed out
that Mirlsm was old enough to lnow better than to destroy property, that
it was & conscious plece of mischief; etc.; and rust pay for the damagse.
Ruth; daronding; started by asknowledging at once that the prosecutor was
absolutely right; that property must not be wantonly dzstroyed,--BUT; we
mist remsmber that Mitiam was ;:ot an ordinary child; she was a Redhead“,
and Redheads are often Tomboyu; without intention of doing m:!.sehior; and--
"The quality of rsroy 1s not straineds it droppeth as the gentle dew
from Heaven...." she quoted. They were reading The “srchnnt of Venice"

in Righ School at that time, Pop and I sal thers spoechloss almost
overwhelmed, Bud decided that payment must be made, homver, and consultac
us as to the cost of repairs, We thought 31,50 would cover it, so Mirimm
was to pay halr; we would take care of the balance. Payment was at the
rate of 5S¢ a week out of her nl.lawanco; which we collected for about
tihree weeks--then nobody seemed to remember any more,

I am reluctant to write down another ineident whish ocourred during
this time, but hoth Ruth and Miriam don't want me to leave it out. Both
of us tried to bring the chlldren up right; and emphasized the moral of
telling the truth; that they would never be punished for telling the
truthw no mttor what it wvas, Miriam hated to admit when she did some-
thing wrong, and would evade or deny. A doll was missing (Toddy's I
think), and we couldn't find it, At lunch time,while the childron were
at table, I took some freshly ironed clothea upatairs to put away, and
in one of the drawers I fournd the doll, broken, I brought it down,
while the children were still at table' and confronted !'iriam, in whose
drawer I had found it. S5he sat orostrallen, not saying a word, T said
"¥Miriam, I'vo tried to teach you not to lie, that I would never punish
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you for telling thn truth, no matter what., 3ut you hAvon't learned, even
after punishing m; I oan only think I am a bad mother, and YO{I will
have to punish m! X got down on my knoel in front of her ohair, and
damandnd that she shp my face, I still tremble over this, 3he pleadsd
"No, Hamy, no mt" but I grasped her hands and slapped my face with
them, e sAfter that, Miriam leansd baskward In truth tolling; eoming to me
with the least mishap, My beloved Redhesadl U“e 30 rarely laid a hand on
the childron; only when {t was samsthing that just needed 2 spank,

Pop and I never countermanded each othars'! orders or decislons, The
children knew that, and used us oeeuiomlly. If Pop said "no" to = ruqucst
they'd say, "but Mother said T could”, or the other way round, and it
worked for them most of the tims, Pop had his own wxay of diselplining the
boya; liks the time when Dud and Norman, Jjust beginning High School; com-
plained they, had no time to "doven” in the mormings other boys in H.S.
never did; and they had to run to be on tims, Soms mornings I had to run
after them with a glass of orange juilce because they had no time for break-
fast (do thay EVER got up on tim?). This is what Pop sald to them: "You
know & cow, or a horse, or a pig, when 1t rises in the morning goes imnd.
diately for the trough or feeding bag, and never says a rayer, Of coursse
i1f you want to be lilm an animal that's up to you. But Iif you put on
the Tefillen for ’enly five mimtes or even less; just long enoush to say
the opening pm'a'sor; it will put yoy above the nn.hrnls”, raise you to
spiritual heights,” (It worked unt3:1 thay were on thelir own,)

Our piano was Pop's firat uiddim rresent for m, and was a source of
great pleasure to the family, Ruth and Miriam took leaaom; and T played
whensver I got the ohanco; and together we so.ng; songs old and new. Tvery
birthday was observed with a pnrt;r; making up our own skits which we |
dramtized on an improvised stage: a sheet hung on the rolling doors bar
batween the living room and library, a candle placed right te makes shadows.
“riends of tha childran; neighbors, oousim; were always invited; one of
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us did the narrating. These performances were staged on other ococcasions,
holidnyl; amiversaries. 'i‘rid.ay nights we often got toqether for Impromptu
theatricals, Being Sabbath, we did not pla'y the plano, but that did not
stop the family, Toddy would go upa?aira, deck herself ocut in old chiffon
drossos; soarves and chains of beads, a vell half over her raco; and come
floating down the stalrs. Norman stood &t the simmx foot of the steps,
making a spicl; anmmouneing "the famous world-renowned Paulina, Zoldina;
?atim; ?ari.m, .Tueobm; etc.; who wenld do an oriental dance. And she
did; gyrating gracefully lilke & ballerina; she brought down the house,
Norman usually convulsed us with a Charlie Chaplin fmmitation,

Nobody could tell storias or recount imcidents the way Fop did., At
the dimmer %table he kept us in hilarious lﬁ:ghtar; making a produstion
out of incidents that occurred during the dq, sometimes repeating the
sane story, but never the sate wny, 30 1t seemed 1ike a diffarent story;
but recognizable, Bud used to laugh himself off the shalrj he astually
broke ons from repeated falls, There were exgepeiom; of coxrse, when
things had gone wrong for Zop in the busimul, or some mishap at the
table; and Pop would lay down the law.

30 many incidents impressed themselves om my mind, and while they
may be trifling or even boring, they made up the sum of what "I Remember,"
There was the Blhok Tom explosion during forld dar I, which mt of you
older childron must m:-. There was a terrifying report, shaking
hw,ses, breaking windows, smashing store Ironts. Frightensd people ran
around on the streets, The ghildren were swakened, Bud and lYorman came
into our bedroom, holding hands, 3ud asiking: "Is the 7aiser here?"

Pop got dressed, sayinm he'd go see what hapnened to the Fairmount ¥all
(our jointly owned building) store winclows; and Tuth insisted on zoing
along, Mur own windows were 1ntact; because we never closed them tight,
but the store windows verse smhad; and thers mmt have been looting,

Pop was intensely civis rinded, took an active interest in City

politics; and was never afraid to challenge the adminiatration when ho
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thought there was infustios or unfairness, Te wrote letters to the news-
plpors; attended publie meetings which were announced as “open“ﬂ, and had
his sxy. The late Frank Eajue was the "3o3s" of the City for many yem,
and arbitrarily drove "trouble makers” out of town, especially 3oelalists.
Pop belisved strongly in the Ameriecan PFour ?roedm; especially ?reodom
of 3peech, TNorman Thcmu snd Dorothy Thompson, Soeialists, made a date
to apealk in J‘ersey Ci.t-y, and no one mld rent them a hall, Hague threat-
ened to have them esocorted to the Tube, get them out of town, I don!t
remomber exactly the details, but Pop offered them Palrmount Hall, and
there was a orowd which almoat got out of hand, A minister was persuaded
to attend; and 1f trouble was started; he was to stand up and start prayer
Thare were loud arguments but no astual trouble, But Treedom of Spsech
was maintained, In spite or Pop's rightixg thm’ they reapooted him and
let him alone, Onoe Budd;r, Wwearing his beloved torm sweater, which he
would not let me mend, was l.ctually picked up by & policeman as g v-grnnt
and at the station when they aslnd his name, they said: "Zlias Jaeobowits?
ees30 On~ got ocut of here!l.” Just the sm; the police and fire depart-
ments were the rinast; with prompt and most efflicient service--as we had
causs to learn more than onoo; as you will see,

. I like to think baek on ths way the children "plamned" our naxt home,
Pop, who evontud.ly becaxe & Realtor, liked to explors any new hom that
was being bullt, and one of the ohildren usually accompanied him, often
two or three while I sat in the car: I wasn't Interested in what I ecould
not buy; didntt want to get envicus., Whenever we ware out driving; one
or another would point out same beautiful home we puud; and exolaim:
"That 's Mommy's house!™ I acquired lmmndreds of homes that way,

The most fun we had was goipp; to the Beash, Once Pop drove a little
too fast; and & polliceman stopped him, was about to give him a tioket,
when he looked in the ctr, filled with kida, alwvays ineluding two or three
nieces and nephaws; or rriends; and he said: "Are these all yours?...,

20 on; at if you want to dll yotn-selr; do 1t when you're alone.”
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e always had a lovely time at the folla', ‘& used their house as a dress-
ing room, ate our meals there, which I tried to prepare without too mamy
additions from Mother, The ride home was welecma Fop with the boys 1n
front; I sat in ths back with a chilld in my ll.p, one el each shoulder, often
alee'ping; but they always woks up in time to ask: "Buy me an 1ce cream a
éono; Pop?" And Pop always did,

The Amsters wers with us one Sunday when we drove out. into the country
and stopped for a pieniec lunch near a brook, The children waded, and Billy
fell 1n; had to be completely stripped. We all burst out laughing, found
& nevw shirt in tho pocket of the car whieh Grandma had made for Norman
and was rorgottan, and put it on ’31117. 'I'hat started us laughing againg;
the sleebes mng down to the ground, the shirt tall trailed, The Amaters
sald they'd never seen a family like ours--laughter instead of a spankinps,
On the way home we were caught in a tornadcylih ntom; rain fell in sheets;
trees were uprooted; elogginz the roada, stalling cars, 'hen we finally
got through; Nettis u.id; "Thank Rod we were with a religipus family,”

Oak St. was in the main a friendly, middle claas neighborhood; paople
too buay making a living to bother other peopla; their religion or way of
lifs, a 11ve-and-let-livo neighborhood, The 0O!Neals (that's the way they
spelled 1t), were wonderful next door neighbors. They admired our Chamilah
lignts in the winéow, we admired their beautiful Clristmas trees. ‘e gave
them matzoths and the meal eakes to smple our Puaover; Mrs, OtNeal apolo-
retic because she oculd.n't ﬂoimcate, we being orthodox. Her bachelor
brother imm '"Uncle .Too", vas a dour sort of friend af all the kida; giving
them rides in his ocar. Fe admired Pop 3o much he wouldn't let any lawyer
write his will exsept Pop, whom he trusted more,

11 as the several Jewizxh families we lmew wsll,

Besides the O'?gaf:ﬁhare wore the Nelsons, le7avins, Pearsons, and
nany others whose names I do not recall; but there was one family acroas
the way in an apartment to whom we owe a debt of grat.ituda; and I cannot
recall even their name, The children had a cood romtation; played with
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the noighborhood ehildren, Jaw or fentlile, and one night this nelghber,
who was an engineer om the Manhattan R.R. to Hew ".Z'ork; resting ut his front
window after his night shift, noticed a man walldng throush the alley bet-
ween our house and the O'mnl'a; & lighted cligaret in his mouth, Rnowing
our boys didntt mh, he watohed the man disappear arcund the baek., Then
the neighbor saw the gleam of & flashlight at the screensd dining room
window; and fmmediately called the police, It didntt talm five mimtes;
and the police came and surrounded the houso; cars in to inquire and search
up and dmm, fomd o ons, I asked where was the irglar supposed to be; '
and when he answered "right hnro; 89 0& St."; we were frightened, Of
course the whole hmuehold was roused, the polisce found the opened window
in the dining room, and then Miriam saw mmnt in the back hedges, and
hear yells sent the police around Imntizg, guna in their hands. There was
an exchange of ahotu; the Burglar fumped over the hedges into the back yard
of a house facing the next street; but couldn't be foumd, His coat and
shoes wers on the ground under our window. The polige took owr; walted
until dmn, when they saw movement in the alley of the house where the man
had disappemd; and called to him to halt, He made & run for it and the
police shot him down, It was found he was a notorious "pantsg poclmt”
burglar from New York, Mirism had to be a witmss; and was proud of the
504 fee she received from the Court. o knew 7od's angels were watching.

Yore than once the 0'Reals proved helpful neighbors, Ths children
were instructed to call Mes, O'Neal in case there was any trouble whilel
had to be out for any length of 'tim., and onno, when I had forgotten to
shut off the boilsr im the cellar; the noise and the steam seeping up the
stairs frightened 311ly, and he called her on the phone. 3he came in at
once, went down and atut off the stem, I think at the risk of her lifs
or metiting acald ed, There was another time.....

Uncle Adolph had an oprortunity to g¢ into business with a relative
in 3cranton, Pa., and left his family in Jersey City until he could complete
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arrangements for thelr apartment, Aunt Jennle and the children *iml and
Buddie (Evelyn was born & r"Alaterl) came to stay with us, because it
meoant a month's rent sw.d Just for the few days they needed--three days
at most; whiech, however, turned into three weeks. JAunt Jennie had to do
shopping in Rew York, 'In‘xt somehow the days went b'y, and she went onee in
a while, taking 1t esasy, preferrinz to stay around the houss and be enter-
taining and charming. It was a neceded vacatlon for her most lilcely; but
it didn't help my own work, I might add Aunt Jennte pald her share of
table expenses; was most hospitable in her own ham, and generous,

I gave them Toddy and 31lly's bedroom with the twin beds; whers my
own two slept I don't remember--probably Toddy with the girls in the big
dcuble bed, Billy with Bud and ‘Xomnn. Elght ehildron to send off to
school, plus three growmups to feed, lumh to prepare, listeninz to Aunt
Jennie's storiea, and getting’ "nervouser and nervouser"....it the end of
three weeks they were ready to go; and I irmmediately broke down with &
violent headache; fever and semi-consciocusness, That was another time
Mrs. C'ieal was callad in by the childron; and she ministered to me until
funt Ruth cams in answer to our call for help. irs. OtNeal told me later
she was sure I was dying; but there rust hafe been steel Iin my system for
in a few days I was well agsaln,

Some time later I had a rmiscarriege; Dr. Can'; who attended ma; called
Irergenoy and I was talen to the hospital, Pop came home to a frigshtendd
family, and when hes got to the hosp!.tal he was told to summon all the
mals rembers of the family hs could Pot hold of, for a transfusion, I
ove my llfe‘to the late Dr, Cosgrove, who had at first given me a saline
transfusion, had ons &rm in a goat sleeve when he glaneed it me aqain;
and irmedlately called Pop back. “op drove like mad, nicked up his. brother
lorris and i‘ax, nophew '{lton and cousin Sydney Janowits, 't the hospltal
1ilton collapsed in a chair at the sight of the neadle“, but Pop insisted
on being first; and the test proved our blood matched axaetly, and saved me
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Here is where I want to apolongize to Rut.h, aga.in; for telling her,
az I was carried out on the stretchsr, "If mthing happens to me, Ruth“,
take care of Billy." What a thing to burden & sixteen-ysar old child
with; even though she was maturs in :lm:elligenoo, a lovely young lady.
Pop rewarded her with driving lessons., Pop rsfused to stay and rest in
the hospital, as he was advised %o do, ‘afber the transfusion; he was
going home to his family; stiff am or not]l After I was strong enough
to leave the hospital, Y had tiee weeks* thntinn in Atlantie City,
accompanied by Aunt Theresa, who stayed two weekl, at the EBreakers Total.
It was under a different mansgerent in those days, quiet and gracious,

A year or 3o 1ater; there was a regurrengs of thls trouble for me,
This time I didntt walt until the Jlasi rdmte before salling the doctor;
and again I was hospitalizeds Rulh accompaniad me 1n the ambnlance“, and
I was promptly taken care o;.‘ That meant another "vasation® for me,
Twise since then I was hospitalized for diffsrment rauons; oncs & minor
operation; another tims for a gall bladder operationy both quick recoverit

Perhaps at this poins I should go back to the beginning of my soclal
1ife in Jersey City, *hen Ruth was about six, going to school on Virgini:
Ave,, we bYegan to think about Jewlsh edusatiom. ‘/o beionged to a little
Synagogue housed in & grivats house not far from Pop's “ergen Ave . storo;
too far for smn?ll children %o go for lasaom; and no regular Hebrew
sohool anyway. I had become acquidinted with & few of the Jewish people
in the neighborhood: the Richmanas, who ren the Varilety Store on Jackson
Ave.; the Ihkpaﬁm of the drug s‘buro, the Sh:'ra; photog‘rnphers; a faw
on Oak St.; art others, Ve sixried talking adont this; and arranged a
meeting. Yo rdounded up thirteem mn; all of us with small children
ready for & Jewish education; and orpenized, Without a Jynagogue to
sponasor us; we called ourselves "The 3erpen Anxlliary”--of whatever
Shule would be duilt in the future, Opsn your mouth at & gathoring of
this sort and somcome 13 sure to put a "Chalr" in your mouth; and you
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becoro ?res:ldont; willy-nilly. I occuplcd that chair for seventeen yearsﬂ,
with & two year Interval before the last two 3‘3&?3; when Hannah Grcenside
took over. '@ prospered and orew ﬁo be thg finsst Jewish orpanizatlion in
the 3erpen section, At first we rented a hall over a store in the neigh-
borhood, engaged a Hebrew teacher; made a drive for r\mds; an anmal ball
with an ad Journal for which we scouted around the city; and ran other
1ittle affalrs with programs we created oursolvea; besides the usual meet-
ings and Board reetings, Ve grew to abo'ut four undred and fifty mmbers.

The men zot buay too; raised funds, in which Pop was very active, and

Cane

Apudath Sholom Smogue was bullt, Classes were hslad

of ths Synagogue, and the Auxiliary met theru also, '‘e celebreted our
third ammiversary t‘mm, with a sidt I wrote, directcd and playad in,
called "The Schatchen' (Matckmalkor), That sld.t, by the way, was plaglarize:
entirely by the daughter of ome of our m-m members., 1t was produced on
Broadway; in commany with other ons-sct plays; and was given rave notices.
I was a:ngry, of courso; and called up the "author” and asked hear how she
lik%ed the sucgeess of my own play. Of course she deniad corrying; said shs
had had that idea long berorc; ete, It was an undignifled thinm to fisht
over, and 1lat it goy after al.l; it wasn't such a brilliant 1dea that sommorn
else couldn't have ths sams brainchilde....

The Auxiliary found i1tself crowded in the ‘!eatz'y I'O’-%l; the leaders
of ths Synacogue objecting to some of our programs, s.n:lL bezan saving se-
riously for a regular Hebrew School, There was a vacant lot in back of
the Syns.gomm; and after dus consultation with the elders; we paid a
depoait of 3100, on this ground, on which eventually The 3ermen Hebrew
Institute was buillt, Pop was the Chairman of both btuildingy committees;
I was Jecretary for the tnatitute, The Jacobowltz 3rothers were on these
comitteea; and contrihuted generously. Jur names are inscridbad on the
permanent tablets in the dbuildin~, .

The passinm years brousht In the ‘ouncil of Jewish "Joren, of whieh

I was ona of the orranizers and served as chairman of ¥elirion for a mumber
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of years, Then cmme mdaasnh; also a csharter member; the "Y', in which
Pop was especially motive; the Home for Orphans and \ged {now the Febrew
Howe and Fospital); then the tuilding of the Carrt:or; the Yeshivah; America
Jewish Ccmgreu; :I‘._H.F’.; and Clsra de Hrsgh, Pop and I attended cultural
motings; whetber at the old ™Y" and later the new one; the Zlionist meetin
and educational semesters. |

Hadassah was olosest to Ty heart, funt Thoresa was the one who reall
sparksd the formineg of & Chapter in J’orsey Gity. She had attandod a meeotl
in ‘isw York of the original organisers, was Yory ruich impressed, and
pleaded with me to start the ball rollimp, I was tiled up with the Auxilia
ard rafsing my rmily; and felt it was enough, Buat I worked for the Chapi
attended many oonventiou; with the willine vooperation of the childron;
and brought bask reports that gave the highliphts of eventa and speeches
{(my shorthand was a great '!!1!9}. At those meetings I met the great women
of Hadassah: Henrietta S-zold i - 3301:1 1‘3-3, DeSola Poolo tha Halporn
:sintamfwmﬂtbg;u Jaccbs , lilss Bonjanin, rs. ao}nxlmm ate., ota, It waa
a thrilling an‘d mrivileged oxperience. I rustn't forget Judigh “pstein
and her mothar, Mrs, Ima Lindheim——a hoat oi‘ dedicated, hrilliant mn.

Of course I was on tha 3oard or svery group, sew az ?cret : /}f‘or ome,
helped with programs, writing, d%'{gé(tiﬁmma antigéd néthig;. fgtﬁ{'?n tfmg
became a wonderfil progy=m 'mn‘tor; hay msionl extra’lIgmu becars fanous
and even used by the Yational Aadassah, The Jeraey Clty Chapter could
boast of some very mperisr yomg women amony thelr members, 113@ Rose
toldman, who is Rational Education Chah-m, Rertrude Davidson, oto.,eto.
To round out my organization utiﬁtiel, 1t was in 1949, T think,
that I was inatrtmentll in orzanizing The nolden Age Club at the Center,
Anng told me about har work with the Couneil of Jewish Jomen's slud for
oelderly people in New York; tesaching arta and crafts theare once a week,
I was fascinated by her story, figwred it iould be a wonderful project

for Jersey City. "e had & Tine Tenter dulldin», a larre membership of
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astive young women and mn, and I proposed the idea to Josie Taube, the
Center program direstor. Cutting datails; 1t took three years to gat
atarted; after several meetings with n;m-.]'ewiah groups because Josle thought
4t should be & non-sectarisn activity, Amma invited the Y,Y, group's di-
restor to explain the mnt; and there mmem was an open dismuion; but
nothing came of 1%,  After more meetinga with some of the astive young
women of the centor; we issued Iinvitation to all Jewlsh organization huds;
as well as a large muber of men and women in th. riddls aged group, Rabbls
and leadsrs, ‘¢ had a most successful meeting, and thus the tolden ige
Oroup was formed, '/e had subsidy cormittments from the cmmcil; the Temple
Sistarhood; and & few of the other organizations; but cur standbys were
the ccuncili the Sisterhood of Both El, and the Center, An Ixacutlive Com,
was formed of a.ct.tn Center meshers, most of them young women, and I was
the firat Pnsidaut nrving riva Yoears. It was a growing success right
from the start, sonmaring favorabl'y with other groups starting up in every
Jewish community. As of now, 1962; I sm 3t1ll Invited for special occa-
sions and help with programs,

My organiszation astivities in Jersey City ended on & heart-warming
nots in 1958, I was Vioe President to Josie's Presidency of the Center
for three :rears. We were moving to ’hglewood snd I was honored at a
Canter 3oaxd mothg with a Citation, very gracious and flattaring, and
1t included Pop, who himmelf was an active member of ths Center from the
time 1t was & "T" group meeting in an old private house sonverted into
& meeting place, He helped in fund rtiaing, especially at cne bitter
periocd when the Center was to be sold for lack of funds. The fmamed
"Resolution” hanging on the wall; helps to keep the memory green,

Some years befm;Pbp'l partnership with his brothers was dissolved
and he went into the real estate busineas on his own, with the slogan:

"I Sell the Earth; ‘hat Part "o You Jant?"., He bought Talirmount Ha.ll;
in partnership with his brothers; reconstructed the building'!s one big
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store into six units; offices on the seocnd floor and the Hall en the top
floor redecorated and immroved, It was & successful on’cerpriao; and Pop
ocoupied one of the offices, There wu; A rear apartment for the Superin-
tondent, carplete and comfortable,

Ruth graduated Migh Sehool at ai:toon; eontimied at H.Y.U.; and there
met her future tnubusd, the somevwhat deflantly ahy boy who never fooled
me for a mimute, "Tell your mother I will NOT ;lt spinachl” hs told Ruth
after he began to be invited for dinmner, Ruth Wad dated other nice bo‘s's,
but Louis becams the "steady". Toddy and Billy gwarmed over him the
mimite he put in an nppearance; playing tag eround his Jdegs,

It must have beecn about this time when I staged another "rebellion.”
The living room furniture was 80 0ld and worn out that the smrings in
the sofa restsd on the rloor, scattered sawdust which was a mulsance to
sweep up. We mut bricks under the droken springs; and eoversd them with
Poptls old "stovepipe"” hat; whieh he hated to discard because he wore it
at his wedding--and before that at lax's wedding, Pop was tryling to save
for our ruture, so I didnt't demand new rm:.m, imowing he would buy
it if he could afford it, S-o-o; I dscided we sould do witbout: the sora;
make an "informal" living roam which was then fashionable, brought down a
good rosler rrm the bedroom, and on clean-up day the boya and I lugged
out the sofs, right on the street., '/han FPop saw thia, i1t was encugh; and
charactaristically, o came in laughing! This was another time when my
faith in dod s goodness was yzstiried. PFop had mestod in & fine bullding
lot on the Sayonne waterfronfj, & beautiful neighborhood with some vague
1dea ha micht build us 8 house there some dny, or for 1nvestment. Hle
advertised it for uale and he made & good profit on it, selling to a
Bayonne mmitin'e dealer (!), ™rom this man we bought a new "set", There
is 8 proverb, "set your sights for the ata:rs; but don't overlook the bushes.

Ruth had taken a Journallism and Secretarial oonx-o, and 1like all
our children as they srocw up, reallzed Pop's burden of support for ths
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family, and quit college after only two years, she got a Job with The
Lipton Tea Co,, Whare she was employed until three years arter her mam-iape,
became a valued secrstary, Miriam had only one year at WYU, when she, too,
got a secretarial Job, It hurt both of us that we couldn't afford to give
the children a complote college edusation, 3ut 1t dldn't stop the growth
of thoir intelligence, thn.nk God, Bud attended Cooper Union for a ysar
or sc, becams impatient, wanting to earm his owm living, and went into
selling, YNorman attended Law School after/ H.3, graduation, and earned
his diplcm!t "owm laude,” Toddy left High 3chool fust a month or two before
graduation, for which I blame myself, She had taken a sacretarial course
in H,3., and insiaped on getting a job., I should have made her finish,
Please forgive me, ToddY. 3he dtdntt really nced the diplama; except for
sontimental resascns,

We lived in the Oak St. tmwme about ten years. Pop attended an suction
on ‘Iu-rison Avn., and yes, he bought "150," It was a besmutiful, woll butlt
houso, formerly owned by an architect who had bullt 1t for himself, ard
Pop fell in love with 1t: at last he found "Mammy's house,” The famlly
want over to see 1t; were immediately charmed by 1t, To me it seemsd like
an arlstocratic old dowager who had come on hard tima; rmmn; negleoted,
The radlators were all brohon‘ the besutiful hardwood floors almost unrec-
ognixabla, DBut how were we going to kaep up a lj-room house? 3uth at
once offered to contrihuh 350, & month, the children would all hslp as, 1r
and when they mld and %t was settled, Pop had no trouble getting a
loa.nrromthebank whorohisnammal and he spent well overathcmsuﬂ
dollars on repairs and deocorations. '—."lurc were real rireplms, ons in ths
large entram:a room which was a library, with hardwood built-in book cases,
window seat, anx parquet rloor, a wide staircase with a landing part way
up, showing & large stained glass window almost covering the wall, which
the ‘Jeatern sun turnad into rainbow colors. On the right was the living
room with rolling door entrance; on the left of that the dining room", also
w74{th an entrance fram the foyer; S.t; too“, had a coiored tile fireplace,
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On the seeond floo? there ware six rooms; the first fromt one intended
for a sitting roam, with a brick firopla.oe; which became Ruth and Miriamts
bedroom; on the left the large mastor bedroom, with a marble tuilt in basing
noxb'room a bodrom, also with & marbla sink; across this room im fraoz the
hall, & large tiled bathroom with the biggest bathtub I over saw, Further
down the ball, another bedroom facing the rear, and from an ell turning
left; two more bedrom; with a basin at the end of the hall--smaller rooms
evidently intended for servants, Back stairs led to the kitechen downatairs;
which was & 20«~foot square sunmny roam; & big *pmtry; a 11ttle hall which
led to the dining room on one aida; and Into a "Butlerts Pantry" on the
other, This latter roam we changed into a breakfeast room; it zlse had a
built-in book cise, There waﬁ a dumbwalsér In the little hall to the second
ﬂoor',' and & large slothes cloeat which Pop twned into a "powder room,”
- : was a finished
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The top floor
apartment, one large room with rloor walls and ceiling (slanted) rinizhod
with psm];:{ing, s small store room in n-ont, a2 larper room in the rear, and
a nice bathroom, We put a gas range in the store roam, and rented the blg
room to a couple named Srody; they stayed with us a mumber of yoarn; both
were business people and naver bothered us. Later on Irving's son Forace
found a job in Brooklyn and came to live with us; ococcupying the rear bed-
room, After hia ‘:glgmnt to Anne Wornick- & Holyoks sri.rl‘ shs too came
to live with us, hl.ving gotten a2 teacherfs job 1n 3recklyn. @ put a bed
th the 1little m{ m ocoupled the bedroom, but it wasn't long before
they left to bo married,

As alwm, the children were free to bring in their friends for dinner
or wesk-ends; we Somctimes met & guest downstalrs 3unday morning vhom we
had never met before, The n'cnt door was never locled; 1t had a doubls
turn latch which vas hard to Opan a:nd would deceive a atrlnger, but the
children 'ept formetting their kays, 80 m just left the door on the latch,
A humorous incident occurred when Connie, ¥ax and Theresa's dmghter, came
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to stxy overnight from th;lcgg?;:y‘ whers her folks wsre vacatloning, She
had a date with her fiance'/to go fo¥f some cuting or other sarly Junday
morning; and her mother wouldn'!t let her atay at Alts hause; but consented
to let her stop at ocurs, Ve were all aslsop; and the way Comnie tells 1t
is hilarious, Shs couldn‘t decido whether to sleep on ona‘enéfor thn big
bed occunied by Ruth and 1riam, or the other cﬂérkso eased berself inte
the middleg the girls were campletely‘unnuaro, even when ahe aross In the
morning; got hersels ready and went down into the kitchen for a bit of
breakfast, In the morning we found a note on the tablo;_ ™Phanls for bed
and breakfast,”

Another "open house" incident was one timm when everyone was out;

Pop and I went for a ride, and when we got back found the Kornflelds and
Amsters ensconced in the living room, eqjaying the radio, I had completely
forgotten a casual appointrert we had made, but they knew the trisk of

the fromt doar; and just went in and made thamselves at home, 'je had a
good laugh and a plesasant visit,

Miriam had & friend in college who persuaded her to go om 2 "™blimd
dxte“; which is how shs met Sol., e gave har quite a rush; and soon
becams 2 frequant visitor and ™ridsy night dimmer guest, Pop and I used
to smile remexmbering !iriam’s admonition that we "keep aut"; that this
was hsr affalr, “She krew we were sometimes disappointedyzz.%;: :gry nice
young men she dated and soon tired of, They becamm engﬂged; and soon
Frad came “riday night %o dimner oecasionally; then Jbrry; scmatimes both
at the same tim; Miriam formetting to tell me first, There was an Itallan
girl in the offloce who also came to dirmer Priday night once in a whils.
If the walls of that house eould have been voonl; they would have resounded
with laughter, Ruth sent 311lly back from the table one tinn; to do a
batter Job washing his face, I came back, sat down, his hair wet and
slicked back, Ruth lifted his bane, and thero was a ring of dirt under-
neath, ''s all stopped to look and l_sten, and thares was a burst of laughte:

in which Billy jJoined as loud as the rest of US,.eee
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Ruth and Louls wers mnrri?d ov, IOthl, 1929. 7e had met the 3rennesr ramily;
exchanged courtesy visits, and becams good ﬁ'iends; from then on to this
da‘y‘. tla belonged to the same orc;anizaft:iona-, formed a bridze club of our
own, and Pop Al T were thelir pussts in 3elmar the first few ysars after
Ruth amd Louls were married,
financial

We were In comfartable/condition during those depression days of 1929-:
but we had some expertences that are worth recording, Nen, young and old,
cams to our back door asking for wark to earm a meal, I never turned them
my; though the famlly faolt I was taking chances, I let them clean up
the ym'd, the oellar; or do such small jobs as T could find for thamﬂ, then
of course gave them a raeal; same changs, Ome old mln, after he finishad
his mal, asked nermission to wrap up the left-overs..,I gave him a package.
Thers was a young man, around thirty, who came to the back dm; asking
for work the same way. Be did a good job dowm the cellar;tiiaxeiiiwen there
was a play roam for ’31113', whers he had his trains, and brought friendsh in,
There was & bathroom down the baserent, and this young man asksd permiasion
to take a bYath, I gave him a change of underwear, and whon he ocame upstalr:
and had his maal-‘ he told me that he had haard of a chance for a job up
state T.7. somwhera, but when he got there, nothing do.tng, and he had to
work hia way baek homa, somewhere in Pa, Too rany ax—soldier-s, men old
and young, were selling apprles on cornars; ar berging; vloldng edibles
out of garbase cans--something Torace saw,

¥Miriamts wedding was set for :larch 29th, 1638, 1In between the two
marriages, the one tragle event of our lives ocourred: we lost our beloved
son, 31133; three days short of his twelfth birt‘rﬁay; the darling of all
our hearts. Te had a highly developed Lntelligenoa; a sense of Ynmor,
an understanding heart, 7as was born on the very date of our twelfth
a.nniversary; and would have heen 3ar “"itzvah on our twenty.fifth, Ye had
already 1ssuod personal invitations to friends for that event; notably
his dantist; e Tleisls, In Tew ’fork; where he went for aprointrents
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uns.ccompaniedl, since two or three¢ vears before, ™ %took the wrons train
ones, but nothing daunted he not out at the next station and phoned the
uoctor; vwho gave him directiona.

e never pot over it, especially ‘11 vwho had been in the habit of
telling him bedtime storles “riday night, 1lying alongside of him until he
fell asleep. The time ecame when Pop fell aslesep before Billy did; roused
to tell him he had no more atorioa; 80 perhaps Billy eculd tell a story
for 8 change; hs was younry enough to remember the "other gide” where he
came from, This teasing didn't phaze Billy ons bit; began describing how
the soul animated the body, ending his description 'with a question: '"How
do you know the souls of your father and mother arem't hovering arcund
you?® "iow do you make that out?" Pop lalced; and this 1s whst Billy gave
us to remembsar: "I'll mrove it to you: go dowmtai'rs; everything is quiet;
but turn & button on the radio and you hear voioes; msic; talkiny and
laughter, Some dey our ears will be attunsd to the volces of the departed,

and we will be able to cormamicate with them,”

| T don't want this to be & sed part of ,the record; wo all deeided not
to evade talking about him, to remermber the way he lived, the funny Inel-
dents, the miachief, the greatness of his character, In time I eonseled
myself with the thought that 3illy lived out the full spen of his years
in that short twelve years, some purpose he had to fulfill, FHe loved old
peoplle; was & regulsr member of the "Shalle Sudos™ Club, a group of elderly
men who met 3abbath afternoons to study Tora.h; nrgna, sing liturgical as
well as Tisbrew songs, and of course the anack of hsrring, cookies and
schnapps. There was one old man who used to deliver our Sukkoth “srog
every holiday, asked direetions for delivering another one Iin the same
neip,hbor’nood; 80 3illy accorpanied him and didn't come bask for over an
hour: he had gone with the old man %o every other customer,

I have a time-worm but beautiful hand printed tribute on a decorated

cardboard; a bird (in color) pasted in the corner; with Febrew letters
which; translated, read: Pesce: In remembrance of the little lamb who



had no waling; he was like a birgaahoae volae resounded in song“ maldng
sweet the taste of the 3abbath 3halle 3udos, ¥is young spirit blended
with the old, ¥ay thers be no more nsed for the Touns to be cut off.-
from bepimming to end,” A humbls housenainter inseribed those words,

There was no poatponement of Miriam's wedding the following month,
Rutht's wedding %took place in Brooklyn; in one of those "!anaions' so popalar
at that tima; with about 250 puests, The first grandchild to be married;
giving my Father and Mother a full cup of happinesa as they watched that
tnll; beautiful dridé walk down the aisle to be mairied; the erown on her
vell made of a piece of my own wedding dress--a srown which Miriam and
Toddy alac wore~-and some still remains whioch has bsen used by some of
Pop's and my smrandchildren,

Miriam's wedding was amaller; a qulet but dignifisd affair in a
caterer!s restaurant in New York, There was a baleony in ths rear; with
a stairway leading down to ths main roam; end Yiriam was breathtakingly
lovely as she came down thas gtl&?ﬂt’ led by Pop and me; her own hair a
shining bright red crown, The saintly Rabbi Block performed the toremany;
an "5l Mola Rachsm" n»nronouneed by the Cantor for Billy; and Rabbi Bloch
speaking to Miriam in threw; which she understood perfectly, All the
older children received a good Habrew education; throusgh Yigh School prades.,

Perhaps I should rescord our 25th amiversary hore; a year after 3illy
left us, ‘Je couldntt face the thought of a celehration; but the children
arranged a surprise party for us ard the fsmily; and persuaded us to take
cruise; their gif't to us, ‘‘e went to Bermuda ahd had # wonderful trip;
ten days which included two week—onda; the last in Benmda; si.r:htseeing;
coning back each night to aleep on the boat, An incident cocurrsd on this
trip which breught out Pop'!s leadsrship and initiative, The bulletin
board on the boat announced ssrvices on 3unday for the different denomi-
nations; but nothing for Jewish Sabbath servicea, Top wont at once to
the office and nrotested, Te was %o0ld that no Instructions had hesn given

for Jewish seryicess Pop took the passenger list., pointed out name af'ter
namne of Jowish people, with tre result that a radio- corrunication brought
about the use of a roam, with a white covered tabla, candles, and a well
f2lled room of y:gﬁg neople, with nrayer hooks that mysteriously avmeared.
It was a heart warming expericence, and “op rade sorme permanont friends,
Ruth and Louls had an anartrent on Ha rrison Ave,, a blook further
downi from us; iriam and 30l were llving with us for a :vhile, as he was
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st11l travelins thon for his company (befors hs went into business for
himself); Bud was selling an offlce 1tem; atrugpling; Yorman was attcnding
Law 3chool with his best friend foorse Iosenstelin; Teddy wmit was still In
figh 3chool, There were evenlings when ?mth; :"iriam‘, Toddy and I would
81t in theo breakfast room and play & pame called "Pounco"; 8 four-way
solitaira; each player scramblineg to set rid of her cards first on top
of those of the other players, It was a silly; hilarious _c;ame; and we had
a wonderful time,

Miriam and 30l moved to h-ooldm; some times later to ths 3ronx in
Tew York; and was the first to begin raising her family. BRuth began her
family a fow montha later; and Teddy was dating Seorge steadily. They
became engaged after Teorge's gra.duation; and were married Muly l‘q.th; 1.935;
right at home, She was just twenty,'a breath-takingly lovely bride as
she came down that'dramat:_la stairway, escorted by Pop and me until the
foot of the stairs, to be met by George. At that time we still had the
colored man-servant who buttled and washed and :!.roned; wearing a white
coat at dinner tima; kept ocur house in order, 'ith ths help of an extra
colored :-raiter; we set up bridee tablea;, prevarations for servinsg were
30 efficlent that in fifteen to twenty mimites the 76 muaests wers served,
The dinner was cold outs and all the trimmings, the plates having been
mrepared in advaqco; set up on every available shelf iIn the pantry and
dish closeta. Louis halped in the kitchan; £1lling last items on plates
from hand to hand liles an assembly lina; Artles Pepls was on the job; as
were the other boys, It was a very hanvy affair, Amma added mich to the
beauty of the oeremony with the home-made Chuppa shes creatad out of paper
roses which she had all of us ahapirng; doinm the cutting and fastening
toggthsr, making the living roam look 11» a Temple, That Chuppa; hy the
way, was preserved and taken to lass, for Horace's weddins to Armm ‘erniek,

Jud and llorman imre both dating, and Torman became serious with a
7irl in ths nelghborhood, but they brole up. “hen Lawra came into the

picture, first as an overnisght (7} ~uest from samwe svorts event in 3ear "t.



60,

and advaneed into stcady datling and enmapercnt; they were rarried In Ie8#
1938, our first beloved daughter-1 ‘fl-law.

It mMmust have been sbout this time t’mt Pop fecided to =tve up *he
house, It was hard work for me, with indifferent help, and expensive for
Pop to kpep upe The girls were narried; had horrcs of fhﬂir own; and “Torman
was about to be married; so Pop arranmed with the 3ank to take ovcr; and
e moved into a nice four room apartment on rinkerheff Et.; the dining
room heeoming ocur bedroom, That move 1s memorabls hecauses of the time I
had petting rid of excess furndture; pncking; nnpacking; with the help of
the girls, 71T foollshly s0ld a set of brass andirons from one of the firs
placea; and the girls took me to task for it. 30 I went back to the second
hand dealer I sold the set to; bought it back for a nies profit--.to him,

I think Ruth still has .u:; or had 1t in their own big housefuntil they
séld it. Top always said I l;aped before I looked,

A better apartment was availlable after a ysar or 30; through Horman's
client 3ob /asserman, and we moved to 275 Harrison ive, The Tamases and
Rosznateina were then living in “orth Jerpgen. Toddy was “expsctines” and
wes vary 111; S0 we persuaded rer to come stay with us, 3ud save up his
bedroom and went to Jlorth Jergen every night to slesp in tiheir apartmnt;
he and “eorge both travelinp, That soon led to another anartmant; also
throush 3ob @asserman; and we moved Iinto a nice S-room apartment at 21
Tifford %vo., next door to the senior ?renners. It was a very satisfactory
arrangerent, Bud had the bedroom off the hall, Toddy and Feorge occupled
the main bedroam, with thelr own rurnituro and we used thes dining room,
Just off the kitchen, Tor our bedrocm, the living room in front right next
to ik that, @& wers all compatible, arnd followed the family patterm
of a hapny 1life,

Sud hrousht *lorence to dinmer one uay, and thus met our second
beloved daushter-in-law, ”Hen Sud was galled into servico in 1oh2, and

while statloned in “lorida, "loraence %oined im there, sot hersslf a job,
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and they were married by 3Jud'd Arry thaplain--the only wedding we could
not attend. Bud was trained for ‘Ra;lar; and becams a (‘aater .3ergaa.nt; or
Toohnioian; and was sent to New ’}uinea: B wrote shortﬂ, crispy letters‘l,
full of umori 7lorence of course went hack to live with her parents,

Morman got interested in Bud's books on radaz-; and studfed up on it,
Expecting to be callad up for service", and anxious to pet into the same
kind of work if poasible; he haunted the reerulting office to £ind cut 1If
his mmber had come up; until they told him to met out and walt till he was
called, David had been borm (& wondsrful birthday pgift for ms); Norman
wasntt too haprny in his law practi.oe; so pgot a job with W3IXR as a radlo
opcrator; the nearest thing to essentilal servic.o; an important corrmunieatio
means, They were living upstairs 1nﬂ the same apartment house we wera; and
with Teddy and Teorme living with us, Plorence visiting occaaionally; Ruth
and Louis a bloek or two away: the anxiety over Bud was mitigated,

After Seth was bom, Toddy and Teorse stayed with us until Beth was
& year old, 3Beth occupiled ud's former bedroom, her window opening on a
large court; tirough which she could ses our bedroom window on the oproslte
wall, and we had ftm flirting with her. AS soon &3 she wWoke up, she would
stand in her crib fump up and down, and call to us, 3he started walking
when a year old, and the minute she was out of her crib she'd come Inte
our bedroom, tweak Pop's nose and say " ake up, Popop, walke up,”’ loon after
they moved into their own apartment; taking thelr furniturs out of storasge,
Pop missed that morning gresting.

'Z’he apartment sumd so empty, after having had Toddy and Seorce, than
Seth ,for almost two years, and when an oprortunity arose to rent a one - -and-
a half room apartrent at the ‘;quare, in the .ayflmr on Tomels .ve,, wWe
moved In, It was a very attmctive, sunry larse room, with a half room
and a arall kitechen and hHathroom, and we spent five hanny years there, th
one exceptlon: TPop mot & heart attaclk, after hawing had warnings years

before throush occasional blackouta., T. 3n Asher ordered him to stiay
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in bed for ten to twelve wecks; no rore srokine or tovacen of anv “ind,
no more walking over a mile to uhule which he was in the habli of doing
every Saturday morning, The supgestion of & hosnital horrified him, and
I was his nurse, caring for him the best .way I could, e was a wondarful
patlient; everything I dﬁ.d for him; every meal I served, gave him pleasure,
He cw]d read his papers, and we found ruch to talk about; the time passed
quickly encmgh. AS soon as he could he attendad tne Cottape 3t, 3hnle
services, a short distance away, and there, as usual, he was hiphl'y regardsd

Anns was almoat a daily guest at the apartment about this tims, so
Itll have to po back to a connecting earllier period. ‘‘hen the folks passed
away'; Anna invited Mae and her family to contimue living in the house;
owned by her, Anna had been teachinpg and a.rter Pather dled Mother becams
111 and needed somsone to care for her, !Mas, .utis, and their family con-
timied living thare; and Amma found it more convenient to coms live with
ua; at 150 Harrison A'fo.; which was more acceassible to her Staten Island
job, The girls were married; and there was plenty of room for her, 3he
lived with us about two years, Insistins on paying her wa‘y; in ths inde-
pendant and gensrous mamer she always had, "hile with us there; an old
acquaintance looked her up; the widowed brother-in-law of our dbrother
Irvi.ng; ardd the result was a wedding at our houss, It was a charmines
affair, and sha went to live In "ew “nven, as rs, I, Opper, They had
a lovely horme in ¥orris GOYQ; a suburb of Yew T?aven; right on the '.Sm:n«‘i;
with their own private beach, Hewpitality was extended not only to us,
but nieces and nephews, They also ovned a lovely home in '—?ollmmod“, ‘-‘la..,
and T was a guest for & ahort vacation there %too,

It was one of those t‘ninp;s., a marrisge of A girl no lonser very young
to a man muich older than herself, and it lasted about seven years, Iean-
while Anna had deeded the house in Frisghton 3Jeach to llas, eventually cams
to Jersey Cilty (she had been i1l and was retired from teachins), 3he
wasn't ham's'; lived in several boarding room; and was a frequent visitor,

She was aluays welcome and we tried to male it as pleasant ” r her as posaid
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Ourr last move 1? Jorsay ity was to 10 sifford Ava.; a vary desirable
three room apartment, right in the middle of the environment we were used
to and were moat hapony in; and only a short distancs from the offica
where Pop still conducted his real estate buainess; with friends 1n the
neighborhood coming up to keep him company. ¥Wo landlord" I think; was
ever liked more than Pop was: he never neglected anything, '

In 1956 we celebrated our Golden Anniversary, a memorable afrair,
the thought of which brings me hapny moments, as 1t did %o Pop, The family
planned 1t; engaged a room in the Center; and }nvitationl Wwere inspired
by our hearts., In this age of catered affaira, Invitations have to be
limited; usually to closest relatives and rr§ends, but this time we decided
that no nieces and nephews would be left ocut, as they usually ware; only
the oldest one in a family; and often not even then; being invited, Nons
was left out,.There were several young ééople I invited personally by
phone; because & formal Invitation would have slighted others. There were
also youny friends of the family who were dear to us; about 135 guests.

The grandehildren made an aisle for us, and we marchsd thriugh, at the

end of the line Martha handed Pop a buttonhole flower, and Jed. gava me .
ot i oo ezl LT Tl A T S + PR ;_, 1]
“a éorsage, There were speeches by Sud and Ruth that should have been .
recorded, as well as others, but I was given a special spot becanae I
wanted to introduoe individually all the nieces and nephaws, s ome of wham 1
had never aven met, as Htll as all the puests, table by table, Hany ef -

~ .

our old "Zang” attended, already reduced in nmumber.....It was the happlest
affalir anyone could wish for. Thank 7od for our wonderful family.

¥y organization activities contimied very pleasnntly, but they wers
always secondary to life at home; visiting and dining with the children,
grandechildren getting ensaged and married, comfort and contentment our
portion, Hadassah nseded h gimmick to spark an Israsl Bond drive; 80
trey promoted a "This Is Your Life" program in the Spring of 1953, A
contest was held for a short article on "The I@oal Yoman”, with a 350,
bond as the prixe for the amxkxmmm best lotter, naring thelr cholce.
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I entered the contestl, naminz Roac Soldman as nry ch01ca with a *1p,3,."
stating thnf for obvious ressons I could not choose an equally wonderful
personality, Ruth Brenner, Prom sly qﬁestions I was askad; and the "secret”
entrusted to me, I was given the understanding tha.t Josle "‘aube“ the Center
dedicated social service worker for all good causes, would be 65;‘§6m4n of
The Year, I was not only the "Mystery !oman" but also won the tt/lﬂ: prize
for the best lettar, chosen by the Standard editor, who did not Imow who
the choaen woman was, Tt was an excitinp, thrilling affsir; Pop, the
familyl friends were thero, each telling of sams littls incident connseted
with me, in thes manner of tha TV shows, The party waa held at the Heome,
the admission being a Bond, bringing a total of ,26 000. I was happy to
turn my prize over to ths Tome, There is an album with wy "Life" and
clippings; and some wonderful letters, THose Goldman narrated‘ get ting
most of her information from ﬂhe fumily and Anna, who had old photos;
some of it not quite accurate, but good enough, and a tribute I shall

never forget.

-
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This i3 as good a spot as any, I think, to tz1l somethiny about
the rest of my rlmily, parentwisc. I owe all my sisters a debt of grati-
tude for thelr willlngness, one or another to come and baby-sit when
wo went to meet ocur friends of a Sunday, or I attended one of my Eadasaah
Conventione, An?a you all know very well; her willinpness o coms and
stay when nseded, her gensrous helpfulness, Ifd like to add; perhaps
unnecegsarily, that she was the main support of the folks in their declin-
ing years. When she was making her way towards teaching, shs would
scrimp and sava; and more than once her tultion money was given to help
another aister'QSQQEIﬁe needed hospitallzation. She had a natural urge
to be halpful, which d4id not.always atand her in good stead, That urge
is the keystons of her character and is still coloring her 1ife,

My one brother Irving, less than & year and & half Anna's juniorl
was probably spolled in his.shildhood, being the only boyy but that didd
not last long in our family. WHe %ad a sensitiva; warm hearted; carafree
young maﬁ, and in 2 houseful of six sisters; Papa strict; there was no
time to zive him the affection and wnderstanding he needed. “hen he
met Lillie; his future wire; ne found the gay and i1ight hearted frilendli-
ness hes craved. He was not mich over twenty, and the taboc on younger
children mrrying ahead of the older still being somswhat obserVed; he
up and married fillie without benefit of invitation to the folks, Irving
was olerking in one of our cigar stores at the tima; and when Horace
was born, therse was reconciliation wlth the folks, who all through ths
following years kespt up the best of relations, Papa as usual doing his
best with clothing, Irving moved his family to Yass,, going trrough
his share of good and *ard times., They raised five fins ehildren; all
married now and doing well, They eventually owned their own homa; and
all umxx of us enjoyed their hospitallty, I remember at lecast two
summers when they had = "wlace" on some shore or lake; we brousht our
whole cang along on their urgent 1nvitation; and had a nice vacaticn

in their already bursting-at-the-scams gottage. "' attended 211l their
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Simhas; up to and Including their 50th weddinm anniversary, 3oth are
gons nowy 2od reast thelir sauls.

Jettic 13 next in age, & very capz;.ble school tt,nchar now retired,
3he 13 a well ba.lanced.,_ Intelligent, warm hearted person, esasy to live
with, Most schoolteachors are "teach'y"; but Hettie never insisted her way
or her oplnion was the best; was and 13 ready to give and talm; and is good
cheerrul company. 3She met her muaband lNorris Blatt in our house at 89 Oak
St., with Porp's cormivanse by way of a dinner imritation. lorris was
studying law, working part time with a firm of lawyers, and Pop met him
during a fund ralsing campaign, 1iled him and the matchmaking bug hit him
with Yettle in mind. The meetines was a sucqeas‘, and Yorris started dating
Jettie; and so they were married.

'orld Jar I came along and. Yorris quit law to sell essential medical
sup-lies, scttling in Phﬂs.delphia. I was a delegate to a Yddassah Con-
vention there, and I stayed in thelr apartment. They wore warmly hos'pitable;
I enjoyed my stay, saving Hadassah hotel expenses besides, The death of
forris ! mothar brought them back to Jersey Clty; to stay with his father
in the home they owmed, Their first babdy, ‘;H‘.riam, was born thars; and T
was present at the bir‘hh; giving me the awesome privilege of' sesinz the
miracle of new lifs, Nettie could write a story of *rsgedy, courase and
fortitude homlr; Morris was still traveling, his father had &lso diea,
and they came to live tempornrily with the folls in ‘ew Fork until they
found an apartment, "'haro the baby was less than two mears old when she
died, 3ut life goes on, to use a cormon cliche!t, and Tettie came to live
with us in Jersey City to await the birth of hsr second chlld. I ‘orrls vas
away tuch of the timo; ‘loettle bocarms one of tihe family at on-o; without
friction or change in our pace. After T‘orton was ‘-oorn; they bournt a
home in Orooiklmm eventually, and Tlettle started teaching apaln wiwen “orty
vas old anourh to attend the Teahivah Jay school. e was asizxtesn and in

iish 3chool :hen he Yecame 111 with leukermta. It is hard, aven after all
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these years, to write of this, =Rermermberins 31lly, this hit re hard, for
Nettle had sent me s poem of consolation; the first two lines of which
read: "There was a dancing flame oncél' Before Death had outblown it,"
This was an apparently sturdy boy, blg, loving and lovable, "Why does
this have to happen to me Mother? I never mrt anybody?" fThat 1a what
Morris and Ned have to live with, They tried hard to save him, Bud con-
tributed blood twice for transfusion.....They sold their home; and after
some considerable traveling; with a long stopover in Mexico; reached
California and made their home there. After soms ysars they felt the
need to be closer to the family, bought a home in St, Petersburg; found
the climate unsatisfactory and went to ¥iaml 3each, They came North in
1961 whan Morris needed an operation, and s'pent a month with me while he
recuperated, It was most pleasant for me to have them--it was after
Pop passed away. They are baek in the s-sme town in Califoomia now.

I have already written about Mae's early siay with us when Ruth was
a bab'y; attending sechool in Jersey City. She is an effarvescent, capable
and talented woman. After her marriage to Arthur {Airtie) Pepis, which
took place at home I balieva; they had thelr ups and downs toe, They
moved to 3righton 3Beach after soms years; in the sare ne izhborhood where
inna and the folks lived, After “ather passed away and T‘other neseded to
be taken care of;] Anna suggested the Pepis family, three cbildren by then
move in, Anne had to kesep her teachling job,., After Mother died, the
situation becams slightly tense, and then 1t was Arma came to live with
us in the Harrison Ave, house, !as becams a widow herself; not too long
after. Anna's mnrriage brought about the eventual deeding of the house
she owned, to Mas, who had qulte a atruggla making a living for herself
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and her three ohildren. 3he rents part of hor house, and 7incls a::,
now eighty.five, boards with her, A remariadle person; who deserves at
least & fow lines, He ix the 1aat. of my Yother's family: 13 in constand
pain due to a bons disauo; apends most 8f his time In a wheel chair'
though he uses his crutches painfully, He 1s the most cheerful invalid
you can imagine:s ready for a story or a joke, can still maks minor re-
vairs in the house, ¥aa 13 very particular ahout the right %ind of food
anxi so he tries to forpet his pain, While ws were back in ’Jurope, he and
I took the long walk to my other grandparents? homo, about two miles
away; on a very cold day in the winter, My hands frozo; I was crying in
distress; end he picled me up and carried me on his back all the reat of
the way, I was aight" he was twelve.

There are two more siaters, Celia and Ruth, Celia is ma:rri.od; has
two children, both married, : each havlrg two children. 3he lives ina
mental Mtitution, brought about by nerve dmage during a sovoro 1lilness
It is not congenital, Shs is still a besutiful, capable woman, her life
twisted through no fault of her owng but unable to control hystaria,

Sister Ruth we have Moat track of for some y=ars now, Independent;
undisciplined; with a gift for the pilano which she learned "by ear",
alwavs ready and willing to help; loved by all our children, %he made
baby-sipting her ocoupltion; and probably atill doing it upstate 7.7,

As for Father and Hothar; you probably have & falirly good picturs
of them by the things Itye already written, Always hospitable; always
living in the spirit of "noblssss oblige "; they wers beloved by all the
family; who visited them in 3righton ‘ieach; usually invited to stay for
dinner (or sunper), +hen the ramily was young, Papa used to turn his
shop into a banquet ha}.l on "urim puests came in m.aaqmrada, and there
was plenty of nood food, fun, and even drinks, 3ut nobody ever got
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really drunk Just a 1ittls high, T rermember one of ‘othert's small re-
balliona rare in hsr 1life, She wore & ““haitel“, traditional wig; and
1t gave her violent hsadachess, She wanted to discard 1t but Papa would
not permit it, 3But the headaches peralsted, until rinally Papa told her
not to waar it any more, Just to be oqn'crary, she reﬁmed, mt1l Pape
took it one night when Mama was aaleep; and disposed of 1t, That's how
she pgot her beautiful snow white hair,

There wero three pgreat-grands hefore they passed awty, Father at 77,
Mother at 76 within six months of each other, It is worth recording
what courage and pgrit Father showed in his la.st illnesa. lLong ysars of
taking laxatives brought about an ohstmtion, and -ha had to be hespital.-
1zed, Reluetant to ask for help to take him to New York, he plcked up
his little suitcase, elimbed the high flight of stairs to the 3,1,T,, and
alone entersd the hospital dbwntown in 1,Y, Unrartm:atoly; 1t was an
"open and stmut” operation; and In a week's time he passed away; fully
conscims; able to plead that we care for Cellf.....

As for 2~‘.other; Bud wlll have a sweet memory of the 'naches” hs ~ave
her the last Passover of her life, when he went to stay at the house and
conduct the "Sedor"; both nights., Fe was still a youns man; a "hoy."

‘e all tried to maks thelr lives as happy as we couldy visiting with ths
c‘nildren; the grandchildren. One notabla event was their SOth wedding
snniversary. ''e inveigled them to come to “ew Tork on soms trmumped up
excuse; the family load.d up in Pop's and lorris 3latt's car., and when
we arrived in the Hall, they had an overwhelming surprise, Uncle iaron
and Tante Tittel came from au‘falo Tnele Zalmon and hi..s wi.fa; all the
niesces and naﬂhewa, cousina, and of course our children 1ncludimg Louls
who was then enmamed to “uth, Ilother eried, ather was shalen, and all
he could think of to say was: "at least vou could have told me to chanme
my pants,." There was a "cererony”, the oldest prandchildren escorting
the bride and aroam, after dimmer spaeohas, and a sonz by Tilly vhich

he askad to do: "3rhormer Shahbos” In "8hrev,ecesecs
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I fool the need to write adout each of our children, to round out
this rambling story. They deserve 30 ntich better than I can bt in words:
because they gave “op and ms so mich more than we could pive them,

RUTH AND .uOUIa.

Louls wanted a small wedding, but gave in to family preuaure and
250 guesats attanded as I have already stated. Tere 1s where Pop has to
be mentioned, Ruth had falthfully given him the 350, a month for the
upkeep of "1507, and even I didn't lmow that he saved 1t all, and handed
her a check for B30, in lieu of the dowry he wished he could pive her,
She kept her jJob for about three years after marriage., Richard Jolff waa
born in 1633, Belmar was usuflly the surmer place of ﬁha Brenner family;
vhere thay rented a big house, eventually buying one, ‘e wers guests
thers for two or three mumess, week-ends when Louis drove us in, unbil
Iouis rented a cottage himself for his family, We contimaed to be week-
end gueata; Louls driving us in Priday and taking us back Monday morning.,
Sometimas I stayed longer,

I have very pleasant meriories of Louls? ramily; especially aa Tmma
3renner. 3he was an ardent worler for the Hume; for Clara de Mirsch as
well as other organizations; and ‘mew everyors; staged anmal card parties
for the Tome with the help of her devoted daughters, 3he was a larce
woman, usually sat én ths same bench on the 30ardwalt passersby rreeting
hsr and stopping to talksy like a queen mother,

Judy was born in 1936; HMartin in 1938, The memory of our stay with
them in thelr suymer cottage is very sweet., DPop and I occupled the cuest
bedroom; and in the morning the children would come piling on our bed;
getting "horsy" rides on Pop's knees; storics and songs. They had sirict
orders; however; not to disturb us dbefors 9 olclock in the morning,
Zventually we rented an "7fficiency” ourselvea; enjoyed the surf bathing.

As the family prew, they moved into larmer quarters, a mrivate house,
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and evantually bought their lovely big home on rensintton .ve., '8 bSaby-
sat for th.em living right in the house when they went 3outh on a s ort
wint?r vacation. Ruth gave ma a beantif‘ul surprise birthday party, rmy
70th, my fri‘enda, my sisters, and some youns friends of hers tho were also
my beloved friends, I heave a lovely album of inscriptions by the puests,
MIRIAM ATD 30L. |

Their wedding was shedowed by the untimely passing of our beloved
Billy. During his last 1llness he astually worrled about the exponse of
kix having a nurso; besides doetors; ets. Pop reassured him that a'blg
deal" he had on would bring encugh money, The young coupls lived with
us for a few months, 30) still traveling. Thelr first home was In Brooklyr
then they moved to ths '3rom:; later on to North Bergan; and now Snglewood.
Leslie was thelr first born, and she was a year old when they had a summer
place In Rys Beach, Of course we wore g;uests there too; as well as later
on vhen they sumuered in Lake !'ohlean, 30l had long since gone Into

business for himself, and was doing well,
Isslle Josevh

Puixr was bwo years old when 3tevhen “Jolff was born, and Peter/cams
four or five years later, This reminds me of an amising incldent, The
femily wore muosts at "1507 as often as @ could get them to come, and
one Sunday; when I'iriam ‘n.appemd to be without a maid; 50l wantcd to take

tre family out for a ride, but she wouldn't g0 ‘oecmso it was a oood

chance to clean the hol’?y. A P'S:*} ég: d;aggrg*,t m sﬁd.yer’:ll right I goling

home to ﬁothar!'?/ 30l arnd his two brothers and sister had 1 t{ their

I'other when he was fourteen, .Another time they came for a week end, and

stayed three weoks, Pop and I bab-y-sat for them in ‘,np-lewood ssveral

times, leamwhile tall inn was borm, seven years after Tater, u:{‘ﬁad the

nleasure of staylng with the children whilse Idriam and 301 went en vaca-
tion, It vas & jov t? look after them, T had three of my mang over for
lunch and bridge once, and 7ail made a tremsndous hit; always asked about he:
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3UD AT FLORTRT.

¢an parents love thair children equally? They raacan themselvea on
the love in our hearts, and instead of crowding eaeh other the heart
expards ao that there 15 a firm and pemanont place fa each, 3ut they
are poople, l-nman beings,each different, with his or her own personality.
Sugene , (.Tool) hardly anyons knows him as other than Bud, was owr rirst
born son, after two daughters, My parents had six daughbers, one son, 80
I was especlally thrilled with the birth of a son, Be was a big baby;
his character manifested "bigness” right fram the sta.:-t; with an outer
composura; an inner instinet for Id.rdneu; understanding, | Mot that any
of the others laclmd these qualities, Fo was about three when Pop came
home with him from Shule on a bitterly cold day in Efinter; when he realized
the child was erying aoftly, the teara frozen on his face: he hadn't
wanted to worr-y Pop. He grew fut, his Bar Mitzvah mede us proud, reading
the entire Portion and the Mussaf as well, f'ollowed by Xiddush in Stmle
and a ps.rty at home,

Traffic was never heavy on fak St.; and the boys played ball in the
street., BPud grew tall very fast; and became embarrassed and self-conscious
playing with "1ittle" boys. Tk gradually shied away from them and became
a quiet loner, I saw it and my heart a.chad; but there was nothing I
could do about i{fs they fust have to grow up., There wore one or two boys
tall enoush for h:.m, however, One was the son of the only anti-semitic
family we lmew of3 he got into an argpurent with Bud, and they roupht,

Bud getting tha best of hir without difficulty. Thn boy's father watched
from the poreh, and when his son came 'back crying, he meds him pgo bask
and fight Sud again, And again Dud won, and that was that, I was proud
of Bud's standing up to that boy and defending himselfr,

Pop and I took & ten-day trip ones sumr; through llew York 3tate to
the “reat lLakes and the Canadian border; Kimx with 3ud and orman, and
Anna, It was & delipghtful trin, '@ stopped &t 3tate Parks which provide
open fireplacea; with kindling; facilitlies for bathins and picnic meals.
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we bousht food on the way which was easy to prenare and stopred at Tourlat
Fouses. e drove &8 far as the Thousand Islanda, and stopped three days
at a motel, It was a memorable vacation, _

Bud was dating ?l.mnce; and brought her up to meet us“ latar on her
folles and fa:mily.. Then Bud was called into service, andl while he was iIn
a camp in ?lcu-ida, Florence followed, got herself a job, and so they ware
married by the Jewish Chaplain: the only weddi.ng we cauld not attend. we
loved “lorence right from the start--a quist, charming, intelligent girl
without pretense; a wonderful wife and mother of two lovely children, come
pletely intesrated in the family; fun loving amd belutirul.l

Bud becams & }'aster Technician in Radnr; in Tew Guinea; also & master
in understatement letters, Te sent home copies of the '"Paper" they vublishe
of which he was editor. War oy-er; they started houselmeping In Ruth's and
Louis?! home on Yensington AVQQ., whare t;{sy had an avartment on the top
floor; umtil they found an apartment near us on 3ifford Ave, Ralph was
born in 1947, Martha in 1951, by that time 1iving in North Arlington. I
enjoyed moing there for occasional baby-sitting; Ralph usually entertalning
me Instead of the other way round; he was started early with fine records
of classical music., They now live Iin “nglewcod in their own home, Ralph
is a giftad pianist; ¥artha an 1ntellip;ent" loving and lovable younsstar,

, NORMAN AND LAURS.

forman was a most welooms fourth to our family; born in Long aranch;
as I have already descrimd. e was born ina hurry, and was a quick
study, a mischlsvous, joll':' kit nirﬂ.c, adding mich to the family ;:mixkfun,
plenty of ability, ¥Fe, too, read the entire Tortion at his 7Jar 'itzvah,
thauph his volce mave out at Mussof', THe went to law school after Yigh
School m and craduated oum laude--nobody knmew why when ha missed
claszses so often, ™is best friand; Gecrga "Iosenatein; araduated sams timo.

Itve already rentioned llorman's meeting lLaura and their engagement,
They had & nodest wedding at the new home of her oldest brothser in long

Island, in 103'5 and cars to live in Jersey City. Laura lent her job as
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long as she could, before the birth of 'ﬁavid, who was a Tane 13th birthda:;
girt for me., Norman wa.s ;n'ac‘ticin‘v law then, just about 'vettiqq by, too&
up the study of radar, and, as alroady mo‘rded worked for [NXR; later,
a.ft?h the war golins :!.frbo tThe record maldng busineas, Ira; thelr second
son, was born in 1945, and Jonethan Joseph (JJ) came along in 1952, Torman
boupht theirﬂ rim?, home on Yan Jlastrand m., not far from 3ol and Tiriam's
home, There, too, Pop and I did bhaby-aililins when Worman and Laura went
on short vacatlmm trips, JAmma lived with them for some time after her
Jersey City sojourn, Apartments were difficult to f£ind for & single person
and Amma cams to lfve with the Tamaaes; mtil an apartmant was found for
her and she became an nglewocod “residlmt; and as usual, very creatively
active in commnal affalrs, -

Towards the end of 1557 we declded on a trip to ?'lorida; Pop having
had occasional blackouts; somé sorim; ana we went to 3t, Petors‘?urg; to
be near Florence's pamnts; the "‘psteins, who lived In a suburb of 3t,Péte
a small town on the fulf called Sulfport. iy own health wasn't too good
e:ither; having had eys and dental trouble. ''e settled in an Bfficiency
apartment located in a Toivate ome, and the Ipstains were sxtraordinarily
ind and friendly, ‘e participated in their corrunity Temple and soclal
activitiea; and looked Torward to a plsasemt wint-er. T hecams 111; howe var
due to many voniribntimy causes, Fop's and mine, and a8 severe attack of
the “Shinples” compelled me to phome an 3035 to Ruth, and lorman came dowm
the very next day to take us hore, ‘e lost three months'! rent and TV renta
and flew homa; our Tirst atr vlwe m«ga; whish delishtod both of us. On
our return ws stayed st Zuthis, =md Pop4s retirement uwas mds definite,
“he c¢hildren found us mn- Teserrt apartrent in mlewood moat satisfactory

'“he followiry wear, »oth of us in hetizr health, we went to ‘“lorida
arain, this time driviny down with Jorman and his wbole family, taking
three days amd two 'niv*rts. It was a reTorable trip, Yorman with the two

older bhoys in front, Lamra with us 4n the back seat, and JJ ensconced Iin
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a blanket nest Laura had contrived for him in back of our seats; on the
business end of the station wagon; covered bags of clothing and sult cases
alongside of him, All through the trip we sang often; and had fun; enjoy-
ing stopovers for lunch and at nirsht in motels, ‘'hat impressed Top and me
was the way those two boys in front behaved: not a single fuss or'argumant;
just an occesional understanding look whils they changed places. I dis-
covered later they had made a pact to change places every 50 miles,

Ve stoppe§ in Jacksonville for Norman to visit the manager of a plant
they had there, and all went in except me. I had twisted my ankls and
stayed in the car, Ome of ths family was a young man suffering from rus-
eular distrophy; or something. JJ was the firat to coms out;_and spoke
to me earnestly: "Dudu; when you say your b}ayers at nizht (he knew I
mentioned the nams of every member of the.f:mily), msntion Johnnyts (7)
name TIRST, so you won't farggt!)" A six-yaareold boy; need I say more?

I faithfully kept up "mentioning his name firat"” for over a 3aar; when the
sincere urge to do so gradually faded, Norman told me later thal young
man did 1mprova; but of course not becauss of my prayers; perhaps when all
sincere praysrs are put together, plus therapy, 7od does helps....

Horman and Laura's homes, the bedutirul big new one in Tenarly; was
the scene of our 55th ann1Versar7; with ramily; some cousins and rriends;
giving us another beautiful event te add to our treasury of mermoriass,

PAULA ZELDA (TODDY) AND GRORGE, )

%od was gooed to us, Our children were spaced perfectly: two girls,
two boys; then Toddy and Billy after her. These last two were &lways
buddies; conridantes; plotting and planning togsther., Billy teased her
when she started datdns Seorge when she was about sixteen. JI know Toddy
grisved for him deeply. After Beth was a year old and they went house-
keoping again; they moved to =lizabeth, Judy was born in 194H, three
years after Beth; and they made an adorable; mischievous palr, They staged

their own performances whenever they visited. Have T mentloned Judy's

love for Louis? The minute she saw him she siszed him, made him lle down
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on a sofaf cover him up, and call him her "baby"-_gomewhat 1ike her mother
and Billy used to play over him when Louls was courting Ruth, 3aby-sitting
for them was pgreat fun in Elizabeth, Cl}oorge would bring me from Jerssy
City and take me bgel late the sare ni;ght; or the next moming, Those two
tads kept me busy running up and down the stairs befors they fell _a.slee‘p‘,
for one excuse or another, But what they themselves still remember was the
lullabies and songs and storiss I entertained thenm with; acting out some
of them; until the final "Sandman” song,

SGeorvets cccupation necessitated thelr moving to Pissfi.eld; Eass.;
vhere Ihe had an agency for hearing aids, They had a besutiful rented home
thsra" vhere we and the family visited them occcasionally, ZEventually they
moved back ""wm“ ard are now living in Pt. lees Beth was married to Larry
3hain of mswton Mess,, on Ost. 28th,

E 3 .
feovestdasseas

I haven't written about the prandchildran's weddings all three of
Ruth and Louis '72‘-3:-‘1;:?110:1; and as of this date, Docember, 1962 there
are six grandchildren, a boy and a naw baby girl for Dick and Judy (Resniek
Andrew liark and Jill Alison;
two boys, Peter Charles and Jeffrey Jtuart (Hebrew Iligah) for Judy and
Jack Meater; Martin and Sarah-inn have 3eth-imn and Robert Zvan (311 jah)},
Mriam and 30l have two g:pa.ndohildmn; 3teve and Jane Tllen's lark \ndrew
and little steph:nie-men. Bud and Tlarence's Ralph and 'artha; Herman
and Laurat's David, Ira snd JJ; and Toddy and ;eorzgo's Jeth uclld;nd J'ud_thm

After one!s childron are all hapnily marrisd, and thoir children, tbe
grandehildren aarry, br.'mging us the precious gift of f‘reat-:r&zﬂchildren,
what more can anyone wish, what greater joy and hapriness 1s theref They
filled ocur cup of hanpiness to 'overflwing. Thelr story belonzs to their
pmnts; but as they cams to us, they gave us the feeling of contimuity
all muman bYeings need to make their lives oomplete; fitting into the
IR pattern r'rod ereated for us. After our first qrandchild was boryp

our beloved Leslie, I had a surme of feeling renewed youth, and like when
I was five, I sald’to ryself: "What a beautIful world it 131"



A devoted msband and loving fatber; he made life meaninzful for
8ll of us, 3Zow can I pay adequate tributo to him? I .think perhaps T
do not need to~-all of you will do that, in what he gave you of himselr
his exﬂnple, his uncompmraomiaing intemrity, Perhaps his greatest charac-
teristic was his ddepésense of resvonsibility for his family, Tis mother
disd at an earl:r age’ when he was f‘i.va; Jennie two, There wvere Tillia;
the oldest, rourtoen theng -laron, tiorris and lax,

Pather ° olrr left with six children to support married a widow
with several c¢hildren of her own. Ti;lie was the first to go to Amrica;
the rest of the family follm;md. The'y veres brought up in a hard school,
necessity pushing then crut 1fxto the earning world at an early age., Tilly
rarried one Marcus ‘Jiamorxi and raised six children o*' har own, & fine
family. rris and Max entered the cigar making rield I believe, and
Asron the garment budlddas, =lias also learned the cligar making tradel,
workineg for nothing quite same time before he recelved 25 3I173 a week,
i‘orrls got married and opened a cicar sfore in downtown Jersey lity.
¥ax jojned him in the ‘muineas‘, and later :“Jliaa; the three Mrothers event-
ually becoming ;partmrahip, Tliss setting a reluctant Fourth part,
though he contribdated an equal part of succesaful effort, I do not mean
to be bitter about this--1it's too far back in the past; but 1t iried “op
and caused him to break with them and ;o into businsas for himself,

On the personal side the brothers were close enough; soclalizing
in each other's homes W th dinner and carda; the wormen klotching in a
t‘riendiy manner, 1th success cams some mild social clirbins for Theresa
ard iax, when the rest of us didn't seem to ratter to them; ree ting us
at weddinms and simchas, Aaron wasntt often invited socially‘, except
at these special events; but Pop alirays kept in touch with him and his

femily, occasionally vislting thom, and always, T am so ~lad to rererber,
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with us in the car, His wife ::.atie; TlenTy Toodmants sister., dled when
the cldest of their five girlw wan ‘rom-tasn, and had to take on the load
of mother and houselkecepsr. Ees narried again after a few yaars; a woman
who deserves mentlon becanse shg tried to help her husband by opening a
1imited vestaurant right in their spartment. Ths olgar store he openad
later mave them a 1iving; and he married off his daughters vary nicely.
Aaron was guite a Hebrew .echolar; was the rribndliest; kindest; mble yat
:lni indepondent person., Bud mnd Norman both 1%3md and respacted him; and
st have sensed and sympathized with the frustrations of this gentle soul,
for sach named a son for him,

It's good to remembar the pleasurs Pop had in giving the folks a trip
up to Irving's on &oeaainn; 48 well as faking tﬁa:n on saue of our plisnlcs
here in Jorsey; the pride Ty folks took in hia adhsrence to orthodm, the
way my 7ather enjoved talliing to him man to man, with perfeet understanding,
The way Father used to make his suits and the "srguments” they had over
style, Pather always had material on hand which he ploked up as "bargains";
and when hs mado a suit for “op and Pop would susgest atyle, or even select
the mnteri.al_, Pather would say to him: "Die weist a sach"- a lot you lnow!
3efore the folks passed on‘ 'I:in-y had the "naches” of attending the weddingss
of same of the grandchildren, and knew th:-ec Treat-Grands,

Idving here peacefully in Mmlewood, with moat of the family close by,
we onjoyed together a baamtiful tuwllisht time, I kee p thinldng of the
proéheu'y: e shall sit imder his own vine and fip tree and none shall make
hin afrald.® Neither of us ewver soured on the thin times we had finansially
in the first yomrs, As soon a3 he cmld, he beuight nothing btut the best
and the most, T remember one time when he bad made & biz deal of some kind,
"bip" for those days; he broupit twenty-five trand new dollu's; spread them
on the floor in & lina; and pot ™o to walk over them! I hdd boen accushemed
all my mirlhood to earnizw morey, %0 1t came hard for me to swallow my pride
and ask for extra rmoney, beyond the limltad allmnco I had for housekceping.
It wes rry own fault that T set that weekly "allowance” it the lowest possible



79.
minimum, knowing that Pop would do the besat he possibly could; as he
proved tims and time ?gain: ke buying the most expensive gas range when
s moved Into ng St., ths very nevest gadpet in refrigerators when we
moved into "150," mnothing lea? than a seven-passenger Studebaker after his
first experiences with a Ford, etc. EHow can you say "gimme" to a man like
that? It was false prida; of course, and got me Into troublesome debt
mors than once, It was Pop who, in ouwr advancing old age; used to scan
the newspapers for bargalins--a rooknr; & more comfortable ehair: and more
especially, dresses pictured he wanted me to buy,

I wish I had never been cross with him when he "forgot" so quicklyi;
or refused soms of the food I knew was gnod Inr”h1m; or tried to limit
his eating of chocolate from the b?g bars he 1123?. That was his last
treat on the Sabbath of April 22nd, 1961; a gulet, painless last "lackout™"
a day made happy for him by §ﬁd's reading of the Portion in Temple; and
Norman's reading of it at the previous week's Sabbath ssrvice.

Oh; my darling children; if you shed tears; let them be in thankful-
ness to @od for ﬁha hesutiful 1ife you helped to give us, Let those
tears be, rather, for & prayer that yowr .owm 1ives; yours and your chil-
dren's, may be eqnnlly; even more full and happy. As Pop expressed it
in his last w1ll;'ua both have hoped that there willl always be together-
ness in the famiiy; We were always equal pariners, aeven more on either
side when occasion required; cur msrriage was started with the covenant
that we would never go to slsep angry; #e would talk things over; maks
peaco. There was 1o dom:lmering; only full eopperation.

A word of thunks to all ocur in-laws: the Bre:mrs; the “psteins, the
Danzigers, the Rosensteins, and my dear Trisnds the Tamases family, which
tncludes 30l's two brothers and sister, and times lovely half-sisters,

'ty prayer 13; Dear God, bless all our children and those who come
after them; may they always walk in ths ways of truth and rishteousncss
all the days of thelir 11ve:§e;\men. "Se strong and of mood courase; Tear

not, nor %e affrighted at m, Por the Lord thy Tod He 1t 1s that doth
go with thea.” (Deut.3l.6. : o

?
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?uth askad me to exrlain my philosophy of Talth, ‘lot being a scholar
or orudite the best I can do is look into my heart and try to evaluats
honestly just what I believe,

I grew up in an orthodox atmosphare; accepted the tenets; customs;
the laws of “Abrnh&m Iaaao and Jacob™, In America I first learned anti-
semitiam; not strango, beeause as I have pointed cut in my story; our
villag? was small, rriondly, no industries that might have caused compe-
tition, jJealousy., The lower Zast 3ide in New York had a fair mixture
of Jewish; Irizsh and Italian people; and so I heard “Jhw"; "Yid"; "Jheeney."
Bear‘ed Jews wers always in danger walking alone at night,

1 a%tended Jynagogue services with my Mother on holidags; "dovvened"
1ike a flowing brook without understanding more than half a dozen words;
fasted faithfully (always have)} on Yom Kippur; and vowed to myself that
when I married I would wear a‘“shaital" Just like my Mother. I felt devcut;
loved all the holidays and everything that went with them., Even basfore
I became a teenager;_l began to be annoyed with the re-and-re-repeated
prayers; they offended my honesty Iin praying. How could I mean those
prayers after so many repetitions? It took long years for me to understand

"hen I became & "business wOman"‘ I entered a predominantly Chriatian
world, I used to buy a 54 can of Heins! bakad bsans as my lunch treat,
and suspected tho white little chunks in it, but I ate the beans just the
seme, pushing those chunks aside. Today's kosher beans and the large
variety’or kosher foods strike me as not only a concession for commercial
reasons, but an acknowledgedent of the integrity of the Jewish people who
refuse to compr?miso with thelir bellef, ILater on; I wanted to taste the
forbidden foods, so I would know why they were taboo; and this 13 the
conclusion T reached with all of them:' Fish? none can compare with our
gefilte fish and other "medchlen”; ham, corned beer;--taateless and not
.to be compared with our wonderful spley preparations, certainly some as

good as their very beat, On the trip with Fanny and “ettie through Hew
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Zngland, we stopped to eat in a restaurant famcus for its shore dinners:
in ?(ennebun.kport. We ordered chowder and lobster, The chowder wasntt
bad, but‘ona taste of the fish and‘ I i:ushed the plate over to the girls
and sald, "you eat it--thorefs no taste to 1t and I can live without 1t,"
I have never eaten it ainco; rarely ate forbldden food; only when I had
to, often unlmm‘eingly. Why do 8o many Goyim buy our delicatessen meats?

Born a Jew, you cannot escape your heritage; some always cringe; are
apologetic,'nmke cowardly changes, denials, Some becoms reconoiled;
1nd1rreront; even defiant; of the opifxion of the non-Jew, But there are
others who lmow who and what they are, hold up their heads proudly; and
slough off the "slings and arrows" of atupld bigotry. But we go on;
generation after generation; belng JEWS,.

TH_IS I BELIEVE, PFrom the earllest times of history we have been
expelled., driven out; oaptur:d: scattered among the nations of the world.,
Why haven't we disappeared? When allowed to stay for any length of timo;
Jews have becoms 1ntegrated: enrighed or contributed to the proaperity
of the land of their so journ--always sojourn; still not aocapted; sti1ll
the a.lian; the Jew; even after Mindreds of years. 30 where do we really
belong? What 1is ;ur country? My simple faith i3 that the Jew wraps
himself up in the Torah; takes it with‘ him wherever he gooa: eongenitally
unable to discard the faith in ONE 30D, the God of Abraham; Issae and Jacol
THAT IS T7= COUNTRY OF THE JEW; the Torah is the place where hs lives
and has his being. Zven Israel comes aeoonti; for we did not imow how
to lteep the Land of Promise more than a few generations,

I read Ben Pur when the book first came out‘, and I almost wanted to
accept Christianity, Of course that wore off; and my reascning put me
right; I kmew I could not and would not want to be anything but Jewish,

I compared in my mind the great prophets ?1‘ the 31ble; scanty as nmy ‘
Hebrew education wasy the Law niver lMoses, his tumility even in desath,
his grave unlmoxm: so that no foolish people would make a god of him,
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without meaning disrespect to the fine people of other falths, how

can any second-hand or third-hand religion superosde the rai.th of the qu?
Think, even cuually, what Christianity did in the Inquiaition, B the
thousands of innocent people fed to the liona (ned Christisns), the Hamans
and the Hitlers, the pogroms. People ask, wl*y did God allow these things
to happen? Ia there & God: Parsonal or in Spirit? As I see 1t, in my
truly humble way of thinking; God has more ra.itt’x in us than we have in
Him, Whatever the great Spirit that guidad him, Moses gave us the Ten
COmmmndmantn; we were givon intelligence, a miraculously constructed
body, ths earth the watera, and thelr fruit %Yo sustain Us.: the WILL TO
CHOOSE. How have we used these gifts of 1ife? The Rabbis tell us we
have been punished becauss we did not keep faith with God, e disobeyed;
we socoffed and did not adhere to the lawa of Righteousneu; did not love
our neighbor as“ouraelveu.

As parents, we ¥mow the p?ychologioal need of children to find out
the way of life for themselves, with lowving guidmco; teaohing; education;
but when th?y gO wrong; when our care has been diarogarded; what can we
do but wait, hope and pra‘y; that they will come bask to the right path,
hat wbuld we ba, what kind of human beings would we beccme; if every-
thing was made right and easy for us? You lmow the answer to that one,

My falth has been strengthened thrmghaut the years by not only the
‘varioua inocidents I hawve written down, but by my instinctive lovo of
nature; thes orderly System of light and darkness, the sessons, the stars
In the }baven; the very manifestadlions of Power we see in storm: earth-
qualma: oto. Scmetimes we let our thoughts stray in the atrection of
where? how? when? did it all begin? ‘e roali‘ze that is wasted mental
enargy; and 1nstee,d‘ we know there is So:ueom, Just lilm an sarthly 7athe:
vho waits for tha retuyrn of the prodigal, and we find psace and content-
ment and freedom, even an Israel,

I have never disa carc}ed Koshris from my horne; it has becoma my way
of 1life; I have lived it, and learned to love it, I find it fun to play



e
house with those separate pots and pand and two sets of dishes; &kak dish
towels with a red stripe for meat and blue stripe for dairy; even red
kosher soap and blue koshsr scap. 31lly? Against normal ldgic and reason?
J’ﬁlshes, olean, glazed; pots and pans are of non-absorbing metal; 1t

makes no senss to keep koshef, The 3upermarkets have many Jewish customsra
who buy non-kosher food., I do not blame or criti.ciae; but I will 1live my
own way of life., People live in 8o many ways of lifes all of us have some
kind of fence around our House; behind which we feel safe and secure.....

When Pop and I moved to Ekw,lewood; we felt 1t was a bomis from God
that the children found an apartment for us olose to the Temple; even thoug!
it wss not orthodox", because Pop could not have walled (he never rode) to
the Shule, Pop naver c.riticisad; never ?lamed; though I know it went
against the grain t? listen to the organ, to ses women coing up to open
the tioor of the Arg, to the ayrtatled pz-h.y?ra. When he sadly remarked on
that, I said‘, "Pop; you don't have to skip, you know,” I have nsver known
anyone who' praysd so si.ncerely; deevly, Many a time I caught him standing
at the window in the morning, philacteries on head and arm, his two hands
raised to Heaven in quie_t; fervent prayer, whispering the names of each
of the chiidren. ‘When thes weather was mﬂd; he loved moinm outdoors and‘
sayine his afternoon and evening prayers. Te believed in %ed's zoodnass,
in His answers ta our simpla’ necosgsary prayers for mumble needs. T said
something once that confirmed my belilef more securely: ‘"ifter alll it
isnt't what we get out of Slmlo that counts, but what we bring into 1t.”

At the end of the waek, I love poing to services; I doh't repcat all
the prayers, but those I do are deep and sincere, The Sabbath gives me
rest, times to think of all the things I might hava done betﬁor; or forgot
to do at all, I am not fa.natical about rituals; in J C. I had a faulty
gas pilot and had 1t closed off, so I 11t one cas Jet “pat } nlate over
1t and used it for warming on the 3abbath., Zut I didn't heaitate,to twrn
it up as needed; nor turn on and of'f elactricity. FHere the pi}ot is sood,

3o I use 1t as needad. Just g quirk? Iy 3abbath day warms me, makes me
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realize that I have lived a whole week filled with aotivitiaa; Play with
ny bridg? slub har?,.and the one in Jersey City; telephone calls from the
children, meetings, writing as the apirit moved mn; and above all; very
few mornings when I did not wake up with a song in my heart., I find
wyself humming before and aftar broakfast: and keep on Inmming énd singing
even after becoming conscious of what I was ?oing: wmtil I got busy with
house chores, Ruth gave ms & wonderful book, “A Treasury of Jewish Folklom
which 18 fust that, In it I found a 1ittls prayer that my Mother used %o
recite every Saturday at twilight; befors we could light the lamp; waiting
to do that until there were at least three stars in the skyl so &3 not to
chase out the Sabbathitoo uoon; and I got into the habit a few years ago
of reciying it myself, to the delight of Pop; he always waited for ms to
say it before he sald his own QVening rrayers: (It hes a rmsisal score)
God of Abrahsm, of Isaac and of Jacob,
Protsot Your hély people Israsl from all:evilt
As the dear holy Sabbath departs,
And the week and the month and the year shead appronch
¥ay they bring good fortune and blessinga,presnerity and
¥May they bring good living, good deeds and good  (honor,
Tidings and all else that 1s good. Ament™
I BELIZVE, My faith is conacicus as well as Instinetive., Tragedy
and misfortuns sormetimes makbi people robelliaua; and they lose falth,
Sven In the course of ovanta; as time goes on; sach generation loses a
little of the faith of their Fathers. Like Pop used to sny; from Ortho-
doxy to conservntivo; ?han to Reform; and rinal}y De-?orm. But there 1s
always 8 turning point, a Return, a Renaiaoa:’zco, in the most unexpected
places, ‘then I edited the Hadassah Bulletin, one of the co-editors was
a ehnrming; intelligent young woman with a problem: She had a four-year
old who was not eligibles for regular aohoollkind.rgnrten;'and she was
put to it to find enough to occupy his mind, or perhars the time, The
Yeshivah Day School was nearby; and she asked my opinion about sending
him there., She did: and the)littla fellow‘brought in the ritual of ths

Sabbath Candles, the 3abbath, the lolidays, ete., to her delight and
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astonlishment., 3he did her best to satisfy him" and loved 1t, And this
i3 what she sald to me: ‘s, J., Itll never forgive my parants for not
glving me ia Jewizh edusation,” They were not even reformed, just un-
affiliated, Jews by birth which they did not deny, Iventually she became
an active member of a Temple Sisterhood in another town", and even com-
plained that ths Rabbl waan't religiocus enoughl :

I hope this won'!$ be a punishment because you esked ms, Ruth, for I

* .

have two incidents to relate that made & deep impression on me, I am not
aujerstitioun; I ignore or treat in fun many of the t?booa that have grown
up among everyones ladders, black ocats, lmoek on wood, never "13"; etec.
Yo Jews have 13 princlple Mitzvahsy there is the Bar and Bas Hitsvah; the
United States started with 13 states--and I happen to have been born on
the 13th, Can you understand how you can belleve and yet not believe:
rationalize and yet in spite of yourself, bellsve and lmow itts trus....s
After I beoams engaged. to Pop (we lived on W, 8lat St. in N.Y, and
I had my own room), I dreamed one night that I WOKE UP and sat up in bed;
a visitor was coming in, a medium height woman, d?essed in dark or blaock
clothes covaring her completsly; she had red hair, a freckled face with
a longish nose, and I KN"‘W HER! she was POp'S Mother, 3he walked slowly
from ths foot of the bed, her face serious, and somthing went out from
her %o me, and I knsw she approvad of me, Then shs slowly walked along
to the head of the bad; and diaappea.red; and then I really woke up, I
had never seen & photo of her; and when I described her to Pop; he sald
that was surely his Mother; as mich as he could remember hsr, She was
devoted to her sesholarly hu.aba.nd; more sulted for study than businesas;
worked hard 21l her lifo; helping with dairy produce to seil; and died
at an early ags after a miscarri.a.ge., like the kind I had twilce. I remem-
bered her when these thinga happened to me; vondering if that was why....
Tha second incident wa.s’ when Father Jolff came to live with us‘in
his last illness: In the hope we could kelp him, ifter hs was gons, I
was carrying Toddy, and egain I had that ind of a dream, I have had
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dreams like everyone else; sometimes my I--zothar; ny :«*athsr; and some Very
yainful ones about Billy which woke me up sobbing., But this was different,
Again I ?nemd THAT I WOKE UP and sat up in bed: but it weas the bed he
had used, and it was in the middle of ths living room; Just as we had it
for him, and I wasntt surprised to be in that bed. I began to shiver;
someone Was caming up the front stum; and I knew who it was; and I told
myself, "What are yom: afraid of? it's only your father-in-lawi” I turned
ny haa.d and watched him coming into the dining room; then into the living
roon, and I followed him with my eyes., The plano was against the wall on
ny right: and I oould see it right through him, Then hes went on to ths
big Morris chair which stood by the front bay windm, and sat down, Te
took out his little black prayer book {Psalms and Ethies) and degan reading
as he always used to: I watohed him, awed and completely at ease. J'I.'hen
hs put the book away, got up; Jand as he r?aohad the foot of the bed, I
stopped him and sald, in Yiddish: "Father, I want to ask you a great favor:
when my time coms; will you pleass come for ma, and then I will not be
arrald,' H e put his ghostly hand on my hesad, I could feel it lilw‘i‘.th
the gentls falling of & lear; and said: "Die vest nisht hoben moirs, rine
}d_nd: a8 vet &llss zein gut"--you will not be a.rraid; ny child; everything
will be good, Was 1t a figment of my active imagination? I believe both
incidents were a Visitation, Didn't Billy say "how do ws know the spirits
{(or souls) of ocur pn'?ntl aren't hovering over us?" Of ocourse I really

woke up in my own bed, in my bedroom,
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‘To sum‘up; in my humble opinion the Sabbath; the saventh day of thes
week i3 the most wonderful holiday that has beeﬁ ordained, In childhood
I resented the curtalling of play; as a young w?man; before marriago; I
enjoysd the opportunity for recroation; theatre, sometimes shopving. As
wife and mother: I washglad I didn't have bto cook; could read all I wanted
to; evon a bit of shopping oocasionally; hushing my eonscelence, In Shulo;
whioh I attendsd malnly on holidays and special occasions; I sat upstairs
and sincerely followed the service; but when the reading of the Portion
started; it started gossip and visiting among the wumnn; so that often
the Shammos had to pound on a phons book with a heavy plece of wood to
restore qulety but never for long: and sometimes the Rabbl would appeal
to the woren for silence,’°Of course not all the wmn; but it tales only
a very fow to arsate disturbance, This was the time I enjoyed reading
the Bible; the English translatiorr of the Portion of the woek; 1f T could,
I hope Grth;daxy will never disappearg 1t's liks the roots of a Tree; sus -
taining tf;e stem; the branohes; the leaves., vhen the branches are dermded
and the leaves have all fallen off, fan't 1t nies to think that 3pring
will brinz them back im to bloaming 11re; becaise that DNoot is there,

T am not fanatically pious; a3 I have shown you; s0 I do anjoy the
Conservative Temple. The services are dignified; 1t.1s quiet in the main;
and how I enjoy $he reading of the 5ible whan the Portion is read. UHsre
I have become acquainted again with all the wornderful laws of ethics; of
buman behavior; vwhere the emphaszis 13 on "Love thy neighbor as thyself....
I come home feeling uplirtod; saro;'securo in the sura Pop has left for
ma; and "nons shall make me afraid.,” And I am plad that I am a descendant
of the children of Abrahnm; Isaac and Jaeobd,

1.‘....

©oT 1y heppy to add that most of the Orbhodox Synagogues do have dscorum.
The Rebbis have to meet the challenge of the Conservatives,
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Throughout the early years in Jersey City, I had many occcasions to
make use Of my lmowledge of Dr, Tilden's teach{ng. Bables weres given
enemas, advice on diet, and the family called me Dr, Jacobowitz, I was
nsver érying to be smmart, just sensible, and 1f there ever was a doubt

in my mind, I oalled the doctor. Once I knew what the trouble was, I
felt capable of taking care of the patient, but DID NOT giva the medicine,
Ruth had scarlestine when she was about five, and I recognized at once I
had to-have advice, The doctor prsscribed medicine; I cleaned out her
bowsls, kept her on liquid diet, and in three days she was well on the
road to good health, The doctor was happily astonished at her quieck re-
covery, but of course he never suspected she got no medication--which I
falthfully got from the drugstore, pouring doses down the drain, In a
week she was so'well that she longed to get outdoors; Pop took her, and

it was too-soon, so she got ofamps in her legs, and I had to do it all
over sagain, taking two extra weeks,

T™he help T gave that T am really proud of was the tims Fanny Feder,
Uncls Asronts oldest daughter, was dying of double pmneumonia in childbirth,
She was already getting blue when the family ealled me; the doetor stood
there saying ke could do nothing more for her, 4t had to be specialists
or hospital, which the family couid not afford., As soon as he left I got
busy. A pan of boiling hot water, a heavy towel wrung out as dry as I
could (my hands were like parboiled when I got through)and spread on top
of a dry towel over the chest area, another towel on top of that; warm
blankets up to her neck, the window opened to the cold lMareh air, and a
folded newspaper in my fiand to fan the atir over her, Who could pet oxyzen?
This process was repeated several times, and the steaming towels beman to
show results, Her lips began to turn pink, she breathed easier, and then
I oot help from Aunt Jennias, who had alreaay been-a Tildenite, and-betwesen
us we got our patient out of danger, Liquid dlet, then light diet, and
thank God she recovered. She ralsed five children, 1s a healfty crandmbyher,

Veanwhile I had called in another dootar whom I lmew well, to check
cn her condition, He rrescribed msdisine of course, A rrastical mirse
had bheen sngaged, who was sympathetic to Jennie's and my objiection to
drugs (she saild she had seen enocugh bad effects in many cases}and agreed,
on our guarantee of responsibility, to pour the doses down the-drain,
Fanny recovered rapidly, and when fhe doctor came to visit her, he sat
on the end of the bed and gazed in pgreat satisfaction at her normal appsar-
ance, and sald, "It's wonderful how that medicins works" - or words to
that effect.s I looked him straight in the eye and aslmd: "Doetor, how do
you account for such a strong doss being safe for a frall womsn in child-
bedi" He had been kind enocupgh to tell us the main ingredlents were morphine,
quinine and digitalis, which he as an dostor (*V,7,I) had miven to
soldiexrs, He sald the medicine was 30 balanced that it was potent for
all,,,..Didn't Sister Fenny use ths hot pack method on her polio patients?’

I pulled Toddy through a light form of diphthsria, through the said
of a sympathetioc doetor I will not name--no food excap5 water untll the
crusts began to fall off her throat, Remsmber how you enjoyed your first
cornflakes and milk? Thia reminds me of the bitterness that came with
Billy's illness, He knew I'd put him to bed on a liquid fast, and it was
too late, in spite of all the modern drugs and injections I no longer
objected to, If I'd only know he had a sore throat soomer--God forgive me.
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