


















































32 A 50:50 Nation? The Red and the Blue States

pains us to give USA Today an “F” on this report, although we

hasten to add that it is not atypical of what one finds in the
media.13 Repeatedly subjected to “analyses” like this one, people

can hardly be blamed for believing in a culture war berween the | CHAPTER 3
states—at least those who play attention to politics.14 We have
eal of popular commentary on the red and blue
ournalistic analysis that best reflects the
d is contained in David Brooks’s

read a great d
states and in our view the ]

statistical portrait we have painte
sensitive contrast of life in Montgomery County, Maryland, with

life in Franklin County, Pennsylvania. Our conclusion mirrors his:
«Although there are some real differences between Red and Blue
America, there is no fundamental conflict. There may be cracks,

but there is no chasm. »15

A 50:50 Nation? Beyond
the Red and the Blue States

D espil':e the attention the red state/blue state categorization has

-recewed in the media, few professional analysts would b
sur’prised by the lack of major differences in the preceding cha i
’.cer s contrasts of public opinion in the red and blue states.i stai;
is a large aggregation, a gross unit of comparison. California is a
blue state, but as the map {on page 34) of county election returns
shows, most of the state’s counties are red. Similarly, Texas is a red
state, but there is considerable blue in its large citie; and alon, r:c
b_order with Mexico. For this reason, we doubt that many progfe:
sional a-nalysts have taken the red states/blue states distinction
very seriously. Thus, one can accept the argument that the division
of t‘:he country into red and blue is a gross exaggeration but still
believe that the country is polarized, increasingly so. We simpl
:feed t<.) exfetmine other, more precisely defined categories poz
imensions in order to find the expected polarization.
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13 As this book was going to press, the Washington Post published a series of articles on the red and the

blue states which made USA Today's analysis look comptehensive by comparison. See David Vou
Drehle, “Political Split is Pervasive,” Washington Post, April 25, 2004; Al David Finkel, “For a Con- .
servative, Life is Sweet in Sugar Land, Tex.,” Washington Post, April 26, 2004 Al. David Finkel, “A -
Liberal Life in the City by the Bay,” Washington Post, April 27, 2004: Al :
14 We doubt that the notion of a culture war extends any deeper than the journalistic community and
the political class in this country, OR NUMEIOUS 0CCASIONS wher we have tried to describe the research
question addressed in this bock to neighbers, relatives, and Friends, the reaction has been incomprehen- -
cion. The idea of a culre war is something completely wnfamiliar to most Americans,
15 “COne Nation, Slightly Divisible,” The Atlantic, Decernber 2001: 65.
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