CONSOLATION STORYTELLING AT
NATIONALS

Why?

A second consolaion contest was needed. The large
and increasi ng numbers enteri ng i mpromptu were making the con-
test difficult to complete in one day. Although many popular con-
tests could have been chosen, two criteria had to be met:

1) Since thisis aconsolation event, entered only after
dimination in one (or two) main events and one (or two) supple-
mentd events, the new event must require limited or no prepara-
tion. Eventswhich required either resear ch or writing were unsuit-
able No contestant concentrating on a main event or supplemen-
td eventswill havetimeto preparefor a consolation event.

2) The new event should have an interp bias since the
current consolation event, impromptu, has a public address bias.
Interp contestants will now have an interp consolation event.

3) Hence- Storytdling

What Sorytdlingisnot:
1) Itisnot story reeding. There isno scriptor book. NFL
has a contest in Prose reading dready.

2) Itisnot children's literature, dthough one year the
theme might be children’s stories.  Other types of story tdling
occur inour society. Recall Alberto Rios storyteling a the Phoe-
nix Naionds, theNationd Storytdling Festivd and even theNa-
tiond Liar’sContest.

3) Itis notdrama The Presentation of charactersisnot
banned but thefocuswill be on communication of anarraive.

4) Itisnot origind fiction made up by the contestant.
5) Itisnot Improvisation.

What Sorytdlingis:

1) The retdling of single narrative incident. Think of
yoursdf teling agroup of friends your favorite ghost story or golf
anecdoteor debatewar story or Greek myth or urban legend.

2) The extempore (no notes or props) re-creation of a
story onehas previously read (not memorized) or heard. (i.e. Sec-
retary Jim Cope and grew up in Michigan where hisrdaivestold
him thetd es of Paul Bunyan and Babe the BlueOx. Jim can still
retel| those ta estoday - 50 years|ater)

3) Eachyear there will beacentral themefor storytdling.
Possible Aress:
Myths and Legends from past times.
Ghost td es around the Campfire
Urban Legends
Children's Stories, etc.

Thisyear's Storytdlingthemeat the2000 NW RoseNationals|
will beNativeAmerican and Wester n L egendsand Stories.

Preparationfor Storytdling:
A student will prepareby:
1) Sdecting astory withinthetheme
2) Readingit
3) Writing abrief introduction
4) Redlingitin 4 minutesw/o notes
5) Precticeretellingit.

Rules:
1) A singlepublished, printed story, anecdote, tde, myth
or legend must be retold without notes or props.

2) Themaximum timeis 4 minutes, but thestory may be
briefer without pendty. Any introduction must beind uded within
the4 minutetimelimit.

3) The student may not tell a story s/he used previously
inany NFL district and/or nationa tournament.

4) Thedelivery must beextempore, not read. No book or
script may beused. Thestory may bedelivered standing or seeted.

5) Gestures and pantomime may be used with restrant.
Characterization may be used, but thef ocus must beon thenarra-
tive

6) The retdling must be true to the origina tde The
contestant may not add originad materid or maeridly change the
content of the story.

JudgeBallot:

Theart of storytdlingisto createa mood wheren a spo-
ken narrative transports the audience to the time and place of the
story beng recounted.

A story teller isanarator - not an actor or actress - and
dthough gestures, pantomime, movement, and characteri zaion are
not barred, they must be used with restraint.

The focus of the presentation must be on the narrative,
with thetdler acting as an unobtrusive presenter and not a per-
former. Thetdler must dearly grasp and convey the meaning of
thetde.

The judge should rate highly the mechanics of superior
spesking: fluency, vocd variety, articulation, eyecontact, gesture.

The presentation should be extempore, not read. No
book or script may beused. Thestorytdler may speak standing or
seated. No props or visud ads may be used.

"When theteller has been successful in bringing the tde
tolife thetdling will seem entirely naturd, almost effortless’



