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Inthecollege coursestha | instruct intheart of storytdling,
one of the basic concepts | stress is the idea that a story is a
problem-solving process. If a student views a story in this way,
then learning and remembering the story becomes much easier.
Along with theideaof viewing astory asaproblem solving activ-
ity, | use professiona storytdling Doug Lipman's advice to find
theMIT (themost important thing). (See"Findingthe M ost Impor-
tant Thing," Sorytdling Magazine, march, 1994, pp. 16-18).

To understandthe process, | &'s usethe example of Red Riding
Hood. Wha problem occurs in this story? There are severd an-
swers. If we decide that the problem is centered in the danger of
taking to strangers, then the teling of the story will focus on that
MIT. Yet, what if we say the problem in the story is that Grand-
mother doesn't have very good home hedth nursing care? Then
thetdling is centered more on thedangerstha grandmothersface
rather than danger s encountered by impul siveyoung girls. Or, we
could say the problem in Red riding Hood isthat she isnot ableto
judgethe gppearance and intention of others accurately. Then the
MIT of thestory becomestheimportance of making choices.

To hd p students see storytd ling as aproblem-sol ving activ-
ity, you might usethe following questions:

1. Wha isthemgor problem inthis story?

2. Whoisit that solvesthe problem?

3. Who causes the problem?

4. How istheproblem solved?

5. Wheredoesthe problem occur?

If we gpply thestory of Red Riding Hood tothesequestions,
we might come up with these answers if we decided the MIT we
wanted to emphasize was that children should be careful when
taking to strangers.

1. Red Riding Hood forgets her mother's instructions and
tekesthe adviceof a stranger (thewolf).

2. Depending on which version of thestory you areusing, a
couple of answers can be correct for who solves the problem. In
thetraditiond version of German origin, thewoodcutter istheone
who solves the problem. He rescues Grandmaand Red RidingHood
by slicing thewolf open.

3. Thewolf-in dmost every version-causestheproblem. He
takes advantage of thetrusting natureof Red Riding Hood for his
own persond gain (supper!).

4. How is the problem solves? The cries of aRed Riding
Hood and Grandma within the wolf dert the woodcutter to ther
fete and he freesthem from thew ol f's stomach.

5. Thescene of dl theaction, inthetraditiond tde isadak
forest (but morerecent re-tdlings havethe story teken plecein the
American mid-west. SeeL isaCampbd| Ernst'sLitteRed Riding
Hood, a New Fangled Prairie Tale published by Scholastic. 1995)
Thesetting becomes part of themagicthat thestoryteller can use
to emphasize theMIT.

Inworking with young listeners, tell thestory first and then
introduce theidea of an-MIT. Ask thestudents, what they think is
most important in this story? When the students have identified
the MIT, then they can answer the other questions and have a
formula for re-tdling the story to you. Doug Lipmen suggests:
"Many atistic decisions--small and large-can be expedited by
evduatingtheminlight of theMIT." What isimportant to remem-
ber isthat each listener may comeup withadifferent MIT. There
are nowrong answers, aslong asthetdler usestheMIT tohepdl
the story & ements fit together.

(Dr. Trudy Hanson is Sorytelling Contest Director for the Uni-
versity Interscholastic League (TX) Thisartidefirst appeared in
the UIL Leaguer and is used by permission. Our Thanks to Dr.
Hanson and Jana Riggins UIL Speech and Debate Director).



