——
THE CENTER FOR RESEARCH ON VERMONT

NEWSLETTER

April 2005 Editor: Kristin Peterson-Ishaq

Center Publishes New Book

The Essential Aiken Captures the Wisdom
of Former Vt. Gov. and Sen. George D. Aiken

In these days of stark political partisanship, George Aiken’s common sense and balanced approach to legislative problem
solving is in woefully short supply. The new collection of Aiken’s writings and speeches, The Essential Aiken: A Life in
Public Service, brings forward the clear-thinking and compassionate voice of Vermont’s legendary governor and senator, and
does so with surprising contemporary relevance.

“George Aiken was a model legislator who never let partisan politics get in the way of getting the job done,” says former
President Gerald R. Ford. “The text of his speeches will surely give insight into the ideas and thought-processes of this
dedicated public servant who garnered broad political and citizen support during his many years in office. He was a true
gentleman.”

Aiken, former Vermont governor and 34-year U.S. senator, hailed from a political movement with an extensive history
in American politics: Progressive Republicanism. Like Abraham Lincoln and Nelson Rockefeller, Aiken possessed both
compassion for the social needs of his constituents and sympathy for the needs of businesses for ensuring economic prosperity.

Agricultural roots bred a progressivism and integrity in short supply today. Aiken voted his conscience. “Out in the woods
you can think better,” he often said.

Aiken was known for speaking his mind, as he did when he spoke on postwar investments: “Are we going to say to [the
common folk of America] that we have to make worldwide markets for guns and oil and materials of war because a new crop
of war millionaires is necessary for our well being, and that the sons of the common people must die in order to bring this
about?”

Aiken walked a fine balance between challenging the orthodoxy of the Republican Party and remaining loyal to it. In an
open letter to the Republican National Committee in 1937, he wrote, “We have become a party of old men. Unless we can
become also a party of and for young men and women the party will die.” At the 1964 Republican convention he did not support
the conservative Sen. Barry Goldwater but instead nominated friend and colleague Sen. Margaret Chase Smith of Maine.
After Goldwater received the nomination, however, he gave his support to Goldwater and the party.

The collection of George Aiken’s speeches and writings found in The Essential Aiken provides a solid background in the
socially progressive thought of the quintessential Progressive Republican of his generation. The publication was compiled and
edited by Samuel B. Hand, University of Vermont Professor Emeritus of History, and Stephen C. Terry, Green Mountain
Power executive and Aiken’s former legislative assistant. It was published by the Center for Research on Vermont in association
with the George D. Aiken Lectures Endowment at the University of Vermont; typesetting and design were provided by Northern
Cartographic. (For more information about this and other Center publications, please turn to p. 7.)

The 111-page book is available for $12.95 from Vermont bookstores and online at <http://learn.uvm.edu/aiken>. Bulk
orders may be placed by emailing <info@ncarto.com>. Also available is a companion volume, The Political Legacy of George
Aiken, edited by Center member Michael Sherman (Liberal Studies, Vermont College of The Union Institute & University).
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Calendar of Events

Spring Semester 2005

The Center for Research on Vermont periodically sponsors Research-in-Progress Seminars and other presentations
about Vermont research topics of interest at locations on and off the University of Vermont (UVM) campus. The
Research-in-Progress Seminars provide researchers with the opportunity to exchange preliminary findings across
disciplinary lines and, through the Center’s Occasional Papers Series, the prospect of dissemination to a wide
audience. The seminars are free and open to the public. Thanks to an ongoing partnership with Regional Educational
Technology Network (RETN), Center presentations are broadcast in the Greater Burlington area on Adelphia Cable
Television. For information about specific programs and broadcast times, please contact RETN at 802-654-7980

or email <info@retn.net> or visit the RETN Web site at <www.retn.org>.

Research-in-Progress Seminar Series:

Monday, January 31, 2005, at 7:30 P.M.

Research-in-Progress Seminar #185

“A View from Down Under: A Progress Report on the
Underwater Archaeological Status of Lake
Champlain”

Arthur B. Cohn, Executive Director,
Lake Champlain Maritime Museum

Memorial Lounge, Waterman Building, UVM

Tuesday, February 8, 2005, at 7:30 P.M.

Research-in-Progress Seminar #186

“First of Many: Consuelo Northrop Bailey and
Vermont Women in Politics”

Sylvia Bugbee and Selene Colburn, University of
Vermont Libraries

Memorial Lounge, Waterman Building, UVM

Monday, February 28, 2005, at 7:30 P.M.
Research-in-Progress Seminar #187
“Treasure Hunting for Historical Weather Records in
Vermont—The CDMP Project”
Lesley-Ann Dupigny-Giroux, Geography,
University of Vermont
Memorial Lounge, Waterman Building, UVM

Thursday, March 17, 2005, at 7:30 P.M.

Research-in-Progress Seminar #188

“‘We Are Coming Father Abra’am’: Writing a History
of the Ninth Vermont Regiment in the Civil War”

Don Wickman, Historian and Writer

Memorial Lounge, Waterman Building, UVM

Thursday, April 14, 2005, at 7:30 P.M.

Research-in-Progress Seminar #189

“After the Cow: Dairy Processing in
Chittenden County”

Jerry Fox, Research Historian

Memorial Lounge, Waterman Building, UVM

Special Events:

January 18—April 24, 2005

Cosponsored Event

“Art/Document: Defining American Photography

Exhibition curated by Evelyn C. Hankins

Robert Hull Fleming Museum, UVM

For more information, please call the museum at
802-656-0750 or visit the museum’s Web site at
<www.uvm.edu/~fleming>.
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Tuesday, April 19, 2005, 11:30 A.M.—3:00 P.M.

15™ Annual “UVM Sugar-on-Snow Party”

Presented by the Maple History Committee of the
Vermont Maple Industry Council.

Bailey/Howe Library Portico, UVM

Thursday, May 5, 2005, at 7:30 P.M.

Annual Meeting Presentation

“Reflections: A Vermonter Looks Back”

Hon. Jeffrey Amestoy, Former Chief Justice,
Vermont Supreme Court

Memorial Lounge, Waterman Building, UVM

For information: The Center for Research on Vermont, 589 Main Street, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT
05401-3439; 802/656-4389; email: crv@uvm.edu; Web site: www.uvm.edu/~crvt




Center to Hold Annual Meeting on May 5

Center members are cordially invited to attend the
Annual Spring Business Meeting on Thursday, May 5,
2005, at the University of Vermont.

The event will begin with a reception in Waterman
Manor on the fifth floor of the Waterman Building at
4:30 .M. During the business meeting, which will take
place ca. 5:30 .M., members will elect candidates to the
Executive Committee. A general discussion will follow.

Business Meeting to Elect
Executive Committee Members

Three candidates are running for three, three-year
positions on the 2005-2008 Executive Committee. This
body consists of nine elected members who, with the Direc-
tor, are responsible for the direction and oversight of the
Center’s program and staff. Any member of the Center is
eligible to serve on the board.

Members whose terms expire this May are: Frank
Bryan (Political Science, University of Vermont), André
Senécal (Canadian Studies; Romance Languages, Univer-
sity of Vermont), and Stephen C. Terry (Green Mountain
Power Corporation).

Nominees for the three openings on the Executive
Committee are Frank Bryan and Stephen Terry—both of
whom are running for reelection—and Lesley-Ann
Dupigny-Giroux (Geography, University of Vermont).

Brief biographies of the nominees will be mailed to
the Center’s membership. Any members wanting to submit
additional nominations to be included on the printed ballot
are asked to call Center Director Dona Brown at 802-656-
4489 or Coordinator Kristin Peterson-Ishaq at 802-656-
8363 no later than noon on Monday, May 2.

Service on the Executive Committee represents a
significant commitment of time and effort.

Retiring member André Senécal deserves N

the thanks of the Center’s membership for

his dedicated support during the past eight =\ '
years.

Thank you, Dr. Senécal !

Annual Dinner

Following the business meeting, a buffet dinner will
be served in Waterman Manor at 6:00 P.M.

A limited number of dinner tickets are available for
$20 each. For reservations, please call the Center for
Research on Vermont at 802/656-4389 or email
<crv@uvm.edu> no later than Friday, April 29.

Please note: April 29 is a firm deadline. After this
date, we will take names for a waiting list, but we cannot
guarantee that reservations will be accepted.

Center for Research on Vermont

Awards Ceremony

The Center for Research on Vermont
will present several awards at the Annual
Meeting on May 5: The LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, which is given to
a researcher for distinguished service in the
field of Vermont research, and two student
awards for research on a Vermont topic:
the GEORGE B. BRYAN AWARD and the
ANDREW E. NUQUIST AWARD. The award
ceremony will take place right before the Annual Meeting
Presentation at 7:30 P.M., in Memorial Lounge in the Water-
man Building at the University of Vermont.

Hon. Jeffrey Amestoy
to Address Annual Meeting on May 5

The Center for Research on Vermont is pleased to
announce that the Hon. Jeffrey Amestoy, former Chief
Justice of the Vermont Supreme Court, will address the
Center’s Annual Meeting on Thursday, May 5, at UVM.

Justice Amestoy will deliver his remarks, entitled
“Reflections: A Vermonter Looks Back,” at 7:30 P.M, in
Memorial Lounge on the main floor of the Waterman
Building. The presentation is free and open to the public.

Jeffrey Amestoy is a Fellow at the Center for Public
Leadership, John F. Kennedy School of Government,
Harvard University.

A graduate of the Kennedy School, Mr. Amestoy
served as Chief Justice of the Vermont Supreme Court from
1997 to 2004, following his nomination to that position by
Gov. Howard Dean. Mr. Amestoy was Attorney General of
Vermont from 1985 t01997. He was reelected six times and
in five elections was the nominee of both the Republican
and Democratic parties. He served as Vermont’s Commis-
sioner of Labor and Industry from 1982 to 1984, and was an
Assistant Attorney General for the State of Vermont from
1977 to 1981, where his responsibilities included white-
collar crime prosecution and representing the state before
the Vermont Supreme Court.

Mr. Amestoy has held positions of leadership in the
Conference of Chief Justices (CCJ) where he served on
CCJ’s Board of Directors and chaired its Government Af-
fairs Committee and its Best Practices Institute; and in the
National Association of Attorneys General (NAAG) where
he chaired NAAG’s State Constitutional Law Project, Envi-
ronmental Committee, and Executive Committee. He was
president of NAAG in 1992—1993.

Mr. Amestoy received a bachelor’s degree from
Hobart College in 1968, a law degree from Hastings Col-
lege of Law, University of California, in 1972, and a mas-
ter’s degree in public administration from the Kennedy
School in 1982. He holds honorary degrees from Norwich
University and Vermont Law School.
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Writing a History of the 9 ™ Vermont Regiment
in the Civil War

Historian and WriteDon Wickman presented a talk
entitled “We Are Coming Father Abra’am’: Writing a
History of the 9 Vermont Regiment in the Civil War” as
Research-in-Progress Serar #188 on March 17, 2005, at
the University of Vermont.

Mr. Wickman discussed why he chose to focus on
the story of the 9Vermont, which was not one of the more
battle-hardened Civil War units, having been stationed in
places usually considered backwaters. Indeed,"thea8
the first Vermont regiment teurrender (at Harpers Ferry),
which was a blot on the men’s record that they continu-
ously worked to erase. On the other hand, thé&mont
Regiment was well traveled, members of the unit were
among the first to enter &imond, and among the 1,800
men who served in its rankeere three who were awarded
the Medal of Honor.

Mr. Wickman described in helpful detail how he
went about writing his history of the regiment and the
associated tasks of annotatiand selecting images and
maps. He mentioned the importance of seeking colleagueq
feedback and talked about some of the steps he followed tp
find a publisher. The seminaas attended by some 14
researchers and members of the general public, who
engaged in an extensive discussion afterwards.

Researchers Wanted

If you are interested in presenting your Vermont research
findings before an audience of interested and knowledgealple
colleagues as part of the Center for Research on Vermont’s
ongoing Research-in-ProgresaBear Series, please contact
Center CoordinatdKristin Peterson-Ishaq at 802-656-
8363 or email <crv@uvm.edu>.

On the Air with The Center and RETN

During September 2004—Vermont
Archaeology Month (VAM)—in
collaboration with the Center’s public-
access television partner, tRegional
ﬁ Educational Technology Network
(RETN), we made available five Center-
sponsored video programs about Vermont archaeology at
the request of VAM Coordinat@asey Carmolli.
The Center’s programs, featuring speakietm
Crock (Consulting Archaeology Program, UVMames
Petersen (Anthropology, UVM), andAndré Senécal
(Canadian Studies; Romance Languages, UVM), aired
multiple times over the course of the month in the Vermont
communities of Barre, Bennington, Hyde Park, Lyndon
Center, Manchester, Montjgr, Newport, and Rutland.
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Many Center programs are available for borrowing
through our Videotape Library. For information, please
visit the Center’'s Web sitat <www.uvm.edu/~crvt> and
click on Video Library Catalogue. To request a videotape,
please telephone Administrative Assistitetly Dutra at
802-656-4389 or email her e@Kelly.Dutra@uvm.edu>.
Videotapes may be borrowed for up to two weeks, without
charge; however, we requesatiborrowers reimburse the
Center for any postage costs.

We are currently working with RETN to extend the
Center’s programming to public-access stations outside of
Chittenden County. To do this, we need individuals from
these communities to serve as local sponsors of our pro-
grams. For more information about this initiative or to let
us know that you are interestiedserving as a sponsor (we
have been assured the time commitment is minimal), please
contactKristin Peterson-Ishaq at 802-656-8363 or
<crv@uvm.edu>.

Cosponsored Event Held

Lorca in Vermont

On October 14-15, 2004, the University of Vermont
Hispanic Forum marked the ‘7&nniversary of the
visit to Vermont by the celebrated Spanish poet and
playwrightFederico Garcia Lorca.

Although Lorca had a relatively short literary
career—he was executed at age 38 by Falangist forces—his
body of work is large and significant. His poetry has been
translated more frequently than that of any other European
poet of the 20 century.

Lorca’s writings tend to express gn
intense sense of place. Most often tha
place is his native region of Andaluc|
in southern Spain. In 1929, however,
Lorca had the opportunity to communicate his poetic
impressions of a new space—the U.S.—in conjunction
with a conference tour to the Americas. His poetry
collection,Poet in New Yorkreflects the experiences of
that journey ranging from his stay at Columbia University
to the time he spent visitirffigends in Eden Mills, Vt.

The UVM Department of Romance Languages
sponsored two days of ents on “Lorca in Vermont,
1929-2004.” The program, which was cosponsored by the
Vermont Studies Program, offered a number of presenta-
tions in Spanish and Englisimcluding “Vermont at the
Time of Lorca’s Arrival” by Center membéfancy
Gallagher (Historian and Author) and “Lorca’s Vermont
Aesthetic: The Poetry of Lake Eden,” @arolyn Lukens-
Olsen (Modern Languages and Literature, St. Michael’s
College). Participants alsdsited Lake Eden where they
recited Lorca’s poetry in the house where he stayed.

Juan Maura (Romance Languages, UVM), the
principal organizer, when asked to comment about the
workshop, said that he was pleased by the very good
attendance and by the opportunity to acquaint people with
Lorca’s beautiful poems about Vermont.
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