
TFT Help Me How-ToSheet 

 

How to hook up a 
computer to the 

SmartBoard 
   

 

You would like to use either the Mac Mini or your personal laptop with 
the SmartBoard but do not know where to begin. 

 
SET UP FOR YOUR OWN LAPTOP 
1. Use the cable marked "Laptop Cable" to plug into your laptop monitor jack. 
2. Use the cable marked "Smartboard Cable" to plug into your USB jack on your laptop. 

 
 If you want to use the interactive feature for the Smartboard through your laptop, you need to also install the 

NOTEBOOK software.  Submit a CESS Technology Request to request a copy of the software. 
 

OR 
 
SETUP FOR USING THE MAC MINI 
1. Make sure the cable marked "Laptop Cable" is plugged into the monitor jack on the mini. 
2. Make sure the cable marked "Smartboard Cable" is not plugged into anything. 
 
TURN ON THE SMARTBOARD AND THE PROJECTOR 
3. Push the power button on the front console of the Smartboard.  It will take a minute to start up.  
 
RESTART OR TURN ON YOUR CHOSEN COMPUTER 
4. Either restart or turn on your chosen computer (either the Mac Mini or your personal laptop). 
 
CHOOSE THE APPROPRIATE VIDEO INPUT 
5. Press the button that corresponds with the computer that you would like to project and/or interact with. 

• The circle on the left will display your 
personal computer (Computer 1) 

• The circle second from the left will display 
the Mac Mini (Computer 2) 

 
 

 
 
 

Whenever, you use the Mac mini computer reboot 
the computer! 

 
When you are finished with the Mac mini after 

class, PLEASE shut the projector and the machine 
off by pressing the power button twice. 


