




Student Interview
Bart Simpson

Student Interview
SCICA from chapter

General tips:

Private, comfortable setting

Introductions

Follow child’s lead

Open-ended questions

Avoid judgmental statements

Avoid rhetoricals and “Why?”

Don’t talk too much
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Student Involvement

How do you (or could you) involve students 
in an FBA?

What would be the benefits?

Time for a student 
interview?

Direct Observation
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Direct Data Collection Tools

Observations 
• To provide a more objective measure of 

behaviors

• Assess changes overtime

• Make comparisons of behaviors 

(between self or others) 

Pros

• Considered by many to be “gold standard”

• Naturalistic

• Can observe environmental contingencies

• Help refine behavior definition

• Help determine severity

Cons

• VERY time and $$$ intensive

• Deceptively easy; bias creeps in

• Reliability/validity rarely considered

• Potential reactivity

• Difficulty getting an adequate sample

• Difficulty detecting internal events
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You knew it was coming…

Observe Bart

On his way home from school

Evening at home

School arrival

Classroom

 What do the letters 
ABC stand for?

 What purpose 
does it serve?

 What might it reveal 
about behavior? 

Direct Data Collection Tool

ABC Observation 
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A-B-C Form

• Anecdotal

• Useful during early stages

• Identify patterns in As, Bs, or Cs

• Recognize reciprocal relationship among As, 
Bs, & Cs

 What is it?
 How does it 

differ from an 
ABC chart?

 How it is similar?

Direct Data Collection Tool

Scatterplot 

What to Observe?

ADHD

Conduct problems

Depression

Autism 
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Choose the Format that 
Fits Behavior

Anecdotal (e.g., A - B - C)

Permanent products

Frequency recording

Duration & latency recording

Interval recording (whole or partial)

Time sampling

Relation Between 
Sequence and Obs.

A B C

Frequency 
recording

Interval recording
Time sampling

Latency recording Duration recording

Observation Tool Design

How would you decide what kind of 
observation was needed?

What information would you want to 
collect on the form?

How would it be useful (or easy to use) 
during and after data collection?
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Step 7:
Analyze data and revise hypothesis for function of behavior

Assessment 
Loop

Group Meeting
Form 3 groups
Review assignment & assign tasks

1 2 3
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