November 29, 2016
Dear Colleague:
The Vermont BEST MTSS Planning Team is seeking proposals for workshop presentations to be offered at the 2017 BEST/MTSS Summer Institute to be held from June 26th through 29th at the Killington Grand Hotel.  The Institute involves teams of educators from schools and supervisory unions/supervisory districts sharing and learning strategies for supporting our students and their families, our schools and communities.  The title and theme of this year’s Institute is Personalizing Education: Innovative, Multi-Tiered Pathways to Social & Academic Success.
We are asking you to consider developing a workshop proposal (1.5 hours on Wednesday, June 28th) that emphasize the concepts described below. There is no reimbursement for workshop presentations.  However, if your workshop is accepted, we will pay for an overnight room for the night before (Tuesday night), if needed.
This year, we are looking for workshop proposals that focus on improving outcomes for all students, including students with academic and social/emotional/behavioral challenges.  This includes:
· Highlighting innovative, multi-tiered systems, data, and practices that focus on closing the achievement gap;

· Describing discipline policies, procedures and/or practices that promote safe and equitable learning environments;

· Presenting strategies that focus on student, educator, family, and community voice and choice for a personalized learning experience; and

· Sharing how data for decision making is used to ensure all students receive efficient and effective interventions and supports

Proposals will also include a description of:

1. The practices that participants will learn;

2. Data and system/s you will teach to assure effective implementation of practices learned; and 
3. Examples of school/classroom/student/family/community involvement with the practices 
Leading a workshop at the BEST/MTSS Summer Institute is a wonderful opportunity for professionals in Vermont to showcase their work, often leading to future school workshops, in-services, consultation contracts, and other professional opportunities. 

We hope that you will consider joining our Team at the 2017 BEST/MTSS Summer Institute.  Please send a one to two paragraph workshop proposal to Anne Dubie at anne.dubie@uvm.edu addressing the theme/s outlined above by January 4, 2017. Our selection of workshops for this year’s Institute will be made in late January.  You will be contacted shortly thereafter.

Thanks for considering this exciting opportunity!

Sincerely, 

The Vermont BEST/MTSS Institute Planning Team 

