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Spring 2002

Reading Guide for Readings due Tues., Feb. 19

1.  P.L. 106-390 Title VI.  Community Forest Restoration Act of 2000

Reason:


This is the text of the law you read about this week.  It is the first such law in the U.S.  The Senator who sponsored this law is likely to introduce the Community Forestry and Forest Conservation bill.  It was drafted in conjunction with the same staff person.

Things to consider:


The layout and parts of the law.  


How it was passed (rider on Appropriations bill.)


Reference to “the Secretary” (who is that?)


Is the YCC mentioned?  (I’ll tell you why in class.)  Does it fit?

2.   Community-based Forestry and Public Lands Restoration DRAFT bill.

Reason:  


This is the new piece of legislation I referred to at the beginning of the class.  Wording is currently being worked out with Committee staff – the Committee being Senate Energy and Resources.  They are looking for input on wording.  

Things to consider:


Are the intentions of the bill clear?


What constituencies would it appeal to?


What constituencies might have problems with it?

Can you suggest any wording changes that would make for a more acceptable bill or stronger program?

How does this bill represent an evolution for the NM CFRA law of 2000?

3.  C. Danks. 2000.  Community forestry initiatives for the creation of sustainable rural livelihoods: a case from North America.  Unasylva 202 (51): 53-63.
Reason:


This article lays out the “soup-to-nuts” case of the Watershed Center in Hayfork which served as the model for the development centers in the new community forestry bill.  The Senate staffer who worked both on the NM community forestry law and the new bill was very influenced by her visit to this site in 1999.  I’ll discuss this case briefly in class and bring in some overheads and slides to illustrate it.  This article describes the case more thoroughly than we’ll have time for in class.

Things to consider:

What are the “public goods” promoted or provided by the activities described in the article?

What are the capacity-building needs they are trying to address?

4.  Economic Action Plan memo

Reason:  

This memo was background for proposed wording for the Farm Bill currently being discussed in Congress.  There was a big fight over one word – “hereafter.”  The EAP program is currently zeroed out in the President’s budget.  Because the EAP program was a major source of capacity-building funds for community forestry groups, it was the first topic of joint political action at the national level.

reading-guide2-19.doc, Created on 2/17/2002 5:37 PM,  p. 1 of 1

