PTO  Meeting Notes – September 13, 2005

Present – Joanne Briedenstein, Cindy Bruzzese, Christa Danyew, Martha Faber, Beth Holtzman, Rosie Laquerre, Jessica Levi, Dawn McConnell, Leann Morrissette

CHAIR REPORT – Welcome and introductions were made. The following positions were filled: Rosie Laquerre - 2 year co-chair, Dawn McConnell - treasurer, Martha Faber - secretary.

TREASURER UPDATE 

Budget review – Actual expenditures for the 04-05 budget were discussed. Minor changes were made to Grandparents Day and the School Fair. The 2005- 2006 Proposed Budget was tackled. All budget items will be discussed under the appropriate heading except for the following miscellaneous items:

· Humanities will not be included as a fundraiser again. Leann relayed that they were a hard, inconsistent company to deal with. We netted $951.50 for the effort. We will look to replace them with another fundraiser. Thank you Coleen and Leann for all of your work.

· The winter concert silent auction will be eliminated. Although it netted $528.25 there are too many things going on at this time of year and the Spring Fair Silent Auction produces a better result. Thank you Dawn for all of your effort.

· There was not a request on behalf of the Jumping Beans for money. Cindy reported that the balance in the JB coffers is approximately $1000. They have received money from the PEP grant and she does not think that there will be a need for any money from the PTO.

· The 4H Gardening and Nutrition program will be presented in the primary unit again next spring. This year though the PTO will budget $100 for the program. Martha previously solicited donations from the area grocery stores but the stores, having a policy to only donate 1 time per year to an organization, would not donate to the food for the school fair.

· Drama Club – Cindy gave an update and indicated that she is in the process of searching for a suitable script. She foresees her expenses coming in below last year’s budget, once again. The accompanist might be lower, she is foregoing her stipend and many of the props, costumes and set elements might be donated or loaned. The group did decide to lower the budget to $2,500.  

· Dawn will send $100 to the Middlesex Monthly. This is a donation in recognition of their support in advertising our events.

· Dawn will process the $8,000 check for the PTO’s donation to the playground.
FUNDRAISING

· The need to establish a fundraising committee was recognized but it was not formulated at this meeting.

· Innisbrook – Joanne reported that the campaign has been launched. The event runs through 9/16. Martha will assist Joanne with tallying on 9/19 and others are invited to help. Leann agreed to take over this fundraiser next year with Joanne assisting in the transition. 

EVENT PLANNING

· Committee – Christa and Leann have agreed to form the event committee. The mandate of this committee will be to draw family and community members to Rumney for fun, social activities. The year will start with a Halloween event on 10/29. Other ideas include an evening of bingo (date to be decided) and the Holiday Craft Spree, possibly the first Saturday in December. Leann has spearheaded the craft spree in previous years and she is ready to hand it over to someone else. No one volunteered but, after discussing the pros and cons to the activity, Beth suggested moving the event to a Saturday. Everyone agreed this was worth exploring. It would be less disruptive to the school day schedule, children would have longer to work on their project so they could actually do more of it themselves and the likelihood of the items making it home intact will be higher (no bus ride home!)

· Halloween – The Halloween Extravaganza is scheduled for 10/29, 6-7:30 pm. Martha will check with June Lakin to make sure there is not a haunted house planned for the fire department/town hall. Christa has prepared a flyer for parents. Beth will contact a farmer to try to source some small pumpkins to use as lanterns. Joanne is sourcing cider and donuts. Rosie is checking with Elaine about having the school open as a back up in case of rain and also checking into securing a fire permit. We will go into more detail about the event at our next meeting, 10/5.

ARTIST RESIDENCY / ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

· Committee – The committee will be called the Activities Committee and will include last year’s members: Dawn, Joanne, Martha and (possibly) Jen Campbell. The mandate for this committee will include planning the in-school residency as well as school assembly presentations and school field trips to venues such as the Barre Opera House or the Flynn Theater for a production.

· Update on 05/06 Residency – Dawn has been in contact with Sarah Lee Tarat, the muralist who will be visiting Rumney for our residency this year. Responses from Rumney staff and Sarah indicate that early April will be a good time to plan her residency visit. Her fee will be $2,000 plus materials. The material fee will depend on what type of mural we choose (mounted on boards or painted directly on the wall), whether we get any donations and the extent of the project that we decide on. A typical fee is in the $600- $800 range.

· Barre Opera House Performance – Joanne has investigated the details for the show “Pocahontas” for the beginning of October. Tickets are $6 each with one free adult ticket for every 15 children. Info was sent to all staff but she hasn’t heard from anyone. Christa will put a reminder in the morning bulletin. Rosie will contact Principal Lane. Transportation options were discussed and need to be determined once we know how many want to go. (Follow up note: M. Domanski’s and S. Brower’s classes will be going.)

· Budget Note – It was discussed that last year Principal Farrell secured funds to pay for a large portion of the Montshire residency. The PTO’s cost was very low and this year’s residency will be low cost too. For future budget planning we have to keep in mind that a full residency, such as Circus Smirkus, can cost as much as $5,500.

STAFF APRRECIATION

The $10 Staples card, which was given to each staff member, was well received at the beginning of the school year. The PTO has received a number of thank you notes. Rosie will be responsible for staff appreciation activities.

Additional Items

· Open House, September 27, 6-7:30pm. Principal Lane has asked the PTO to bring snacks. A discussion occurred about monitoring asking parents for donations (food and otherwise.) We also will set up a table at the Open House with PTO recruitment info and email signup.

· Spring Fair Committee – Cindy Bruzzese indicated that she was interested in helping out this year.

NEXT MEETING

Meetings will be the first Wednesday of the month, so the next one will be 10/5/05 at 7pm.

