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I. Name of Property Type Farmstead
II. Description

The historic Vermont farmstead usually includes a farmhouse,
main barn; a series of outbuildings,; well or spring
house/box, barn and farm yards, orchard, vegetable garden,
farm dump, paths and roads, pond or other natural source of
water, and outlying meadows, pastures and woodlots bounded
by fencing and hedgerows. Vermont farmsteads are generally
not deeply set back, but are sited close to the road. They
are found throughout the state, from the valley floors to
mountainsides. Connected farmsteads are mostly located east
of the Green Mountains.

For specific information on individual buildings within the
farmstead, see individual entries in Section F under

Assocciated Property Types.

The family dwelling was the center of the farmstead; it was
not only where the family ate and slept, but it also served
as the workplace for both agricultural and non-agricultural,
domestic, and commercial activities. The farmhouse was
where cheese and butter were processed, vegetables and
fruits canned and dried, where household manufacturing
activities such as weaving, spinning, leathermaking and
other small cottage industries were located, and where the
business records were kept. It was also the place where

- families and the extended "family" of the community gathered
for various entertajnment and cultural activities such as
‘music-making, quilting and other kinds of "bees,"” and dances
or "kitchen junkets." The farmhouse typically fronted the
road, though very early (pre-1800) farmhouses were often
built to face south, regardless of the orientation of the
road. They also were often situated so prevailing winds
took the farm odors away from the house.

During the 18th century agricultural processing and
household manufacturing took place in the main dwelling, but
after 1800 this work was more often located in an ell or
wing. Frequently, the original dwelling became an ell if a
larger farmhouse was added onto it. After 1850 it was
common to build houses with extended ells. The ell
typically contained: a summer kitchen, which served as the
family kitchen during the warm months of summer in order to
keep the main house relatively cool; a work space, which
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might contain a laundry area, dairy storage, canning
storage, a "loom room" or space for any other domestic
manufacturing activity; .farm laborers’ guarters; grain or
corn storage; and finally, a shed for wood, and possibly a
privy and wagon storage. When fireplaces were the chief
mode of heating and cooking, cellars beneath the main body
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O cne uwc;;lng often contained massive MasSONnry or brick

chlmney supports. These were sometimes open arches and
their interior was used for storage of various supplies and
foodstuffs. In addition to the main farmhouse, there might
be a second dwelling built for a hired hand or tenant
farmer. These dwellings are typically smaller than the main
house and have less architectural detail. Their location
relative to the main house varies.

Next to the farmhouse, the main barn was the most important
structure on the farm. It was the largest building on the
farmstead, and typically housed livestock, hay and possibly

~— grain. Other barns might include a horse/carrlage barn,
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provided a steady source of water. Outbuildings might |
include one or more of the following: corncrib, granary,
poultry house, piggery, maple sugar house, root cellar
(either free-standing or integrated into another building),
pump/well or spring house, silo, milk house, workshop,
garage, tool shed, machine shed, lard house, and icehouse.
Privies, of course, were a standard farmstead feature; they
were either separate freestanding structures or were built
into the shed attached to the house. The freestanding
privies were often moved about over time. Less common barns
and outbuildings include apple barns, hop houses, ash
houses, smokehouses, tobacco barns, cheese "factories" and

~rraamarisa 1ima kilne and windmille or other nower
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sources.

In addition to the buildings, the open space components of
the farmstead such as the farm yards, fields and woods, also
had specialized functions. Hubka describes the three-yard
system--front, door and barn yards--as developing into a
typical feature of many 19th century farms after 1820, a
time when farmers were first beginning to reorganize the
farmstead. The front yard served as the most formal of the
outdoor spaces and might be bounded by a fence and/or the
planting of shade trees. Hubka defines the dooryard as the
space in front of the ell which served as an active outdoor

T 3 " 3 "
workspace which “"gathered the various labors" of the farm.
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The dooryard generally faced south or east. Finally, the
barnyard, located off the main barn, served as the livestock
vard and was typically located on the south side of the -
barn sheltered from the cold north winds.

Other important outdoor spaces were the kitchen garden,
which supplied the family with vegetables, herbs, and
flowers, and a fruit orchard of some kind, usually apple.
While the orchard was often located near the farmhouse,
farmers occasionally planted fruit trees along the perimeter
of their fields as well. Flowering plants were frequently
planted near the house; besides their aesthetic function
many they were also planted for medicinal purposes. “"Marker
trees" were often planted to commemorate important events
such as marriage, childbirth or the building of a house.

In addition, the families’ day-to-day domestic activities,
agricultural and processing tasks produced one or more farm

dumps which were generally sited in the woods at a distance ~
from the farmhouse.

Beyond the central farmstead lay the fields and woodlots,
connected to each other and to the action center of the
farmstead by a series of paths, lanes and roads. Hubka
describe a four-part field system as typical of the New
England farm. The crop lands were located closest to the
farm core and road, then mowing fields, then pasture, all of
which might be bounded either by rows of hedges or trees, or
by fencing as means of marking property lines, and keeping
livestock out of the cultivated fields. Stone walls can
sometimes be used to discern which fields were used for
pasture, and which for cropland. According to a recent
study, stone walls often separate different forest types
which may indicate a former land use. Abandoned fields
formerly used for pasture or hay, for example; tend to bear
conifers, whereas former cultivated croplands frequently
bear hardwoods. (Dorney, pp.97-98). 1In the case where
trees line one side of a wall it generally indicates the
side used for crop cultivation; where a plow would naturally
have to stop just shy of the wall, animals often grazed
right to the fence line. (Dorney, pp.78-9)

Ponds are a common feature in pastures and possibly mowing
fields. The woodlots were located furthest out, and may not
be contiguous to the rest of the farm. Their peripheral
location bears no relation to the importance of their role
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on the New England farm. Hubka’'s term for the New England
farmer as "summer farmer and winter woodsman" illustrates
how central woodlots were to the New England farm as farmers
spent most of their winters in the woods, cutting timber for
the leccal sawmill and cordwood for the stoves of family and
neighbors. Sugar bushes were also very important on a farm.
The maple trees tapped each spring in order to make maple
syrup and sugar was, and continues to be, an important
source of income for most farmers.

Fences were used increasingly during the 19th century as
means cf keeping livestock in and marking farmstead
boundaries. Stump and stone walls not only functioned as
fencing, but they were also by-products of land clearance.
Wpire no fencing was needed, stones were simply placed in
piles.

Variations:

~— A variation on the separate structures, or "detached farm-
stead” is the "connected farmstead" in which the main build-
ings--"big house, little house, back house, barn"--are all
connected. This concept developed around the middle of the
19th century as a means of reorganizing and modernizing the
New England farmstead without altering the basic agricultur-
al operations to any significant degree. Connected farm-
steads are most common east of the Green Mountains in
eastern Vermont, as well as New Hampshire and Maine. Hubka
attributes the occurrence of connected farmsteads on one
side of the Green Mountains and not the other to the fact
that western Vermont came into more contact with non-
English, industrial, urban influences than did the eastern
sections due to its proximity to New York’s Hudson and
Champlain Valleys. (Hubka, pp.23-24)

Hubka cites the primary motivating factor behind the

building of these connected farmsteads as the decline of the
New England agricultural economy due to effects of western
competition -and industry. It suited the mixed agricultural
economy, and while it made the farm more efficient, it
allowed for the retention of the traditional mix of
operations. The connected farmstead design was also an
economically viable means of modernizing the farmstead as it
often simply involved moving around, or tearing down and :
reusing, existing buildings.

Some Finnish farmsteads in Ludlow contain early 20th century
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saunas which are typically small, single-story wood frame
buildings with a door, small windows, and possibly a

chimney.
Changes over time:
Changes to farmsteads over time include: change in farm

locatlon and siting; technological changes, construction of
more specialized outbuildings; tearing down of old,
functionally obsolete buildings; moving or remodeling
existing structures for new uses; lengthening the kitchen
ell in response to growth of, and diversification in
agricultural and domestic activities; fewer outbuildings
and more consolidation; less marked delineation of the once
formal front yard; the decline in the use of the family
apple orchard; change in land use; changes in farm size;
removal of fencing, hedgerows and orchards to make way for
expanded field cultivation; the reversion of open land back
to forest; the advent of municipal utilities, indoor
plumbing (privies fall into disuse) and central heating
(woodshed wood-cutt;ng is less essentlal), changes in “labor
force (i.e. switch from family labor to hired hands may
result in building an ell or wing on to the farmhouse, or
building a separate dwelling for the hired hand and hls
family); changes in the division of labor.

III. Significance

Intact historic farmsteads (50 years or older) are extremely
rare since farmsteads change frequently in the types and
placement of agricultural buildings. Technological,
economic and social changes have rendered certain building
types unnecessary or obsolete in which case such buildings
might be destroyed, moved and/or readapted for new uses.
Thomas Hubka, in his book Big Hougse, Little House, Back
House, Barn (1984), remarks on the frequency of building
movement on New England farmsteads: “One of the most
consistent patterns of building usage for New England
settlers of all periods was to save houses and barns by
moving and reusing them... The buildings that were reused
were not saved in a spirit of nostalgic preservationism, but
were unceremoniously readapted in a practical no-nonsense
spirit of farm improvement and modernization. Massive
interior and exterior reorganization was clearly the
accepted societal norm." (pp.138-9) In spite of this
frequency of change, however, the farmstead maintained its
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basic character: a main dwelling and barn with a cluster of
outbuildings, a well or spring house, yards, paths and
roads, farm dump, kitchen garden, orchard, pond, and fields,
pastures and woodlots bounded by fencing and hedgerows.

The number and variety of buildings that comprised the
typical 19th and early 20th century farmstead reflected the
diversity of operations that took place on most Vermont
farms. As agriculture has grown more specialized over the
past fifty years, however, the traditional type of farmstead
has become increasingly rare.

The farmstead was the primary social and economic unit of
life in New England for over a century. The New England
farmstead, with its cluster of structures and specialized
activity areas, derives from the English tradition of
locating the various farm operations in separate structures.
Farmers in 18th and 19th century New England retained this

~— traditional form because it suited the region’s mixed
agricultural economy. After the opening of the Erie Canal
in 1825, competition from the larger, more specialized farms
of the West rendered New England farmers increasingly
limited in the type and quantity of products they could
produce. Consequently, instead of going in for large-scale
specialization, New England farmers by and large retained
their diversified operations, only now they operated with an
eye toward an ever expanding, and increasingly competitive
commercial network instead of the former practice of
producing primarily for home and local consumption. The
remaining decades of the 19th century were thus ones of
considerable agricultural experimentation on the New England
farm as flexibility proved a farmer's greatest asset if he
was to continue to make a living off the land. As Hubka
points out, “the continuous practice of outbuilding
construction demonstrates the extent to which a changing
agricultural context forced New England farmers to diversify
their farm production system and constantly readjust their
building organization." (Hubka, p.61)

Just as farmers tried a variety of different agricultural
operations during this period, there was also considerable
experimentation with the buildings themselves. As early as
the 1820s, when the effects of western competition were
: first felt, agricultural experts began to devise ways to
-_ "modernize” the New England farm and make it more efficient.

Not only did the individual farm buildings undergo a series

























































































































































































































































































































































