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Dear Barn Owner:

This letter will introduce                                    , a volunteer with the Vermont Barn Census.  Thank you for participating in this important effort to inventory Vermont’s historic agricultural buildings.  The Division for Historic Preservation and its partner organizations are undertaking this project with funding from Preserve America  and the Vermont Legislature.   We hope it will inspire continued and new uses for the old barns that define our history and our rural landscape. 

The Barn Census volunteers are gathering information about the architecture and history of barns including type of barn, age, location, construction techniques and materials, special features, general condition, original and current use, history of the farm, and surrounding environment.  Each barn will also be photographed.  The information will be added to a central database with mapping capabilities and analyzed to learn how many barns there are in Vermont, what types, their condition and general use, etc.  The database will be available on the internet for people wanting to learn about barns in their community and across the state.  (Owner names are not being entered in the database.)  Teachers have expressed a particular interest in the educational value of the Barn Census for students to learn about their communities.   

The project partners listed above also hope that the Barn Census will inspire new ideas about how to maintain and continue using Vermont’s broad array of historic agricultural buildings – dairy barns, silos, corn cribs, milkhouses, sheep barns, root cellars, sugar houses, ice houses, chicken coops, ash houses, piggeries, potato barns, mink sheds, spring houses, apple barns, blacksmith shops, and more…

Participation in the Barn Census is voluntary, and we hope that you will choose to participate and include your barn(s) in the Census.   The Barn Census is an inventory, and not about local matters like taxes and property values.   Further information about the Census and barn preservation  (including grants for repair) is available on the Barn Census website www.uvm.edu/~barn .   If you have further questions, please call Mike Plummer at 802-828-1220 or Nancy Boone at 802-828-3045.

Thank you for your participation in the Barn Census! 

Nancy E. Boone

State Architectural Historian / Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Vermont Division for Historic Preservation

