Graph Checklist

____  Graph Type is appropriate for data.

____  Complete Title: What the graph is about, when the data were collected, and where the data were collected is clear.

____  Data Source: Where the data came from is clear.

____  Axis Units: The units of the data are clear.  For example:  miles, liters, seconds, bits per second, and births per 1000.

____  Totals omitted where unnecessary (Pie & Bar graphs especially.
____  Labels appropriate size for graph.  Labels horizontal where possible.

____  Reasonable amount of data on graph.  Not too much data for one graph.  Easy to read each data point.

____  Unnecessary text removed.  Text concise.
____  Legend only present if two or more series of data.

____  Graph makes sense when shown to someone not familiar with subject or study.

____  Axis scales appropriate for data variability (Log scale may be best for data that vary over many magnitudes).

____  Glitz such as bright colors, distracting fonts, backgrounds, 3-D, and boarders kept to absolute minimum.

[image: image1.emf]Frequency of graphing errors in AGRI 195, Fall 2002, N=134

0.75%

2.24%

2.24%

2.24%

2.24%

2.99%

3.73%

3.73%

3.73%

4.48%

8.21%

8.96%

11.94%

13.43%

14.93%

15.67%

22.39%

26.87%

27.61%

70.15%

72.39%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%100%

Percentages labeled 0.1 instead of 10

Spelling errors

Bar graph should have one series instead of many

Legend missing

Pie overlapping slice labels

Colors/text font too much glitz, bells & whistles

Axis units mislabeled

Log scale would show the data better

Slice labels missing or mislabeled

Pie double count categories 

Pie legend where slice labels would be better

Totals included in pie graph throwing slices off

Title missing

Legend should be deleted

Extra text or inappropriate data series in graph

Too much data for one graph

Labels too large

Totals included in bar graph throwing scale off

Axis units or labels missing

Title incomplete and missing information

Data source missing


Figure 1. Horizontal bar graph showing frequency of errors in first year student graphing assignment, CALS, UVM, Fall 2002.






































































































































































