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| know what vyoudr e

| needed help yesterday!
Government response time is too slow!

I donot t o know about 1

The progr ams

help my operation! Government forms i

to much information!

. . Government forms i to time consuming!
NRCS helps livestock operations, J

not vegetable, small berry, or orchards!
Time to get some mor e
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Red Tape

Think 2-3 years out

NRCS Programs for Vegetable & Berry Growers



know what vyoudad

USDA T NRCS is a non-reporting Agency!

Translation: NRCS helps farmers solve resource concerns
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NRCS History in Vermont
Suggest se

NRCS helps livestock operations,
not vegetable, small berry, or orchards!




FY-2004 EQIP Financial Assistance Obligated
for Livestock Related Practices
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NRCS History: Country -wide
EQIP - 2004

O Animal Waste

. Management
Grazing Land 249%

16%

Irrigation Water
O Soil Erosion and Management

Sediment Control 27%
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Distribution of EQIP Irrigation
Management payments in 2004

" Dollars
Lo
[ ] 1.000 - 250,000

[ ] 250,001 - 2,000,000

B 2.000.001 - 4,000,000
I 4.000.001 - 8,000,000
I &.000,001 - 9,200,000




So then what?
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August 2007: Vermont NRCS
Makes Major Adjustments!

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP):
A Apool o was des-livgstoakk ed f or
operations.

Agricultural Management Assistance Program (AMA):
Projects funded to reduce risk from drought.
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August 2007: Vermont NRCS
Begins Outreach!

Facing an October 1stsign-up deadl i neé

31 vegetable, small berry, and orchard operations
signed up for EQIP.

NRCS Programs for Vegetable & Berry Growers



2008: Vermont NRCS Awards
Contracts!

27 EQIP applicants were selected for contract
offers;

$366,100 worth of conservation practices were
awarded via EQIP to vegetable and small berry
operations and orchards in 2008;

Almost $200,000 worth of conservation practices
were awarded via AMA to vegetable and small
berry operations and orchards in 2008;
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What Kind of Projects?
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Cornell Soil . W
Health Tests > ¥




What Kind of Projects?

S e -

““*Mulching,
S@rop™
Rotations,
and Winter
_Cover Crop ..*
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SEPM Training
August 14, 2006




