
Strawberry Variety Trials 

in Maine

Results and Recommendations



What Makes a Good Strawberry Variety?

ÅYield

ÅHarvest season

ÅFruit quality

ÅSize

ÅColor

ÅFirmness

ÅFlavor

ÅDurability

ÅWinter hardiness

ÅDisease resistance

ÅLongevity

ÅCustomer Appeal



Strawberry Variety Trial 2003-05

Highmoor Farm, Monmouth, Maine

ÅMatted Row

ÅPlanted 2003, flowers removed

ÅPlants 12ò apart, 4ô between rows

ÅRows trained to 18ò wide

ÅMulched for winter

ÅHarvested 2004, 2005

ÅNote: cold, open winters ô03,ô04



Variety Kg/Plot Lbs./Acre g/fruit % Cull

Brunswick 11.7 18,687 12 19.3

Sable 9.0 14,375 11 27.7

Mesabi 8.8 14,055 13 32.2

Honeoye 8.5 13,576 10 17.3

Mira 7.5 11,979 10 26.3

Seneca 7.1 11,340 13 25.8

Jewel 6.2 9,903 12 30.8

Cabot 5.6 8,944 22 36.0

Darselect 5.6 8,944 13 27.9

Idea 5.3 8,465 15 46.5

Canoga 5.2 8,305 14 25.4

Annapolis 4.9 7,826 13 23.6

Eros 4.0 6,389 15 47.2

Ovation 3.2 5,111 15 26.2
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Variety Kg/Plot g/fruit % Cull wt.

Brunswick 12.4 10.7 28.0

Sable 12.4 8.6 26.3

Mira 12.0 8.2 20.8

Seneca 11.6 11.2 25.2

Cabot 11.4 18.6 27.7

Honeoye 11.2 9.1 19.4

Mesabi 10.6 10.7 29.3

Jewel 10.0 9.8 22.9

Idea 9.6 12.7 28.7

Canoga 9.4 12.2 26.7

Annapolis 8.5 12.7 26.2

Darselect 6.8 13.2 30.3

Eros 5.9 12.5 39.1

Ovation 4.9 11.7 19.6
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Strawberry Variety Trial 2006-09

Highmoor Farm, Monmouth, Maine

ÅNarrow matted row, raised beds

ÅTrickle irrigation

ÅPlanted 2006, flowers removed

ÅPlants 12ò apart, 4.5ô between rows

ÅRows trained to 18ò wide

ÅMulched for winter

ÅHarvest 2007-2009

ÅNote: flooding in springs of ô06, ó08



Variety

Kg/Plot

2007

Kg/Plot

2008

g/fruit

2007

g/fruit

2008

% Cull 

2007

% Cull

2008

Mesabi 27.6 17.1 10.8 10.9 18.1 38.0

Sable 20.7 21.1 10.5 10.3 13.2 31.3

Cavendish 20.0 21.5 13.6 14.0 18.3 33.7

Mira 18.4 21.1 11.1 10.7 15.0 27.4

Jewel 21.2 17.0 11.1 10.7 15.7 25.5

Wendy 14.4 22.3 13.1 12.8 11.7 29.1

Brunswick 18.6 16.6 13.5 11.4 14.3 29.0

Cabot 18.7 13.3 21.5 16.0 21.8 36.8

Darselect 16.6 11.7 13.1 9.8 19.7 28.1

Seneca 16.4 13.5 13.9 10.5 17.7 27.8

Annapolis 10.1 17.0 11.9 11.7 16.3 24.7

Honeoye 15.4 11.3 10.9 7.7 20.3 27.1

LSD 0.05 7.6 5.7 3.1 1.7 8.3 9.7

The Best of 2007-2008



Variety

Kg/Plot

2007

Kg/Plot

2008

g/fruit

2007

g/fruit

2008

% Cull 

2007

% Cull

2008

Yamaska 12.4 14.0 15.6 9.35 27.0 20.7

Itasca 20.5 2.1 11.4 7.9 19.0 47.1

Ovation 10.4 11.5 16.2 12.2 35.2 32.2

Allstar 10.0 11.6 11.0 10.3 15.0 32.5

Orleans 14.5 6.4 12.5 9.88 18.7 25.2

Evangeline 10.1 9.5 9.7 7.6 11.3 31.1

Clancy 10.4 7.6 19.2 10.4 25.4 24.0

Canoga 10.5 4.9 12.7 9.2 20.3 34.5

St. Laurent 9.4 4.2 12.3 9.7 25.1 37.7

LôAmour4.7 2.1 12.3 10.7 20.5 32.7

LSD 0.05 7.6 5.7 3.1 1.7 8.3 9.7

The Rest of 2007-2008



Harvest Season
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Strawberry Variety Trial

Mesabi

ÅMid-season

ÅHighest yielding

ÅFair fruit size

ÅGood appearance

ïFirm, glossy

ÅDifficult to pick

ïHidden, hard pulling



Strawberry Variety Trial

<Sable

ÅEarly season

ÅHigh yielding

ïRank: 2nd

ÅFair-good fruit size

ÅGood appearance

ÅFair cull rate (size)

ÅGood flavor



Strawberry Variety Trial

<Wendy
ÅEarly season

ÅHigh yielding

ïRank: 6th 

ÅFair-good fruit size

ÅVery nice appearance

ÅLow cull rate

ÅGood flavor

ïSweet, lacks acid



Strawberry Variety Trial

<Mira
ÅMid-late season

ÅHigh yielding

ïRank: 4th

ÅGood fruit size

ÅGood appearance

ïLight color

ÅLow cull rate

ÅGood flavor



Strawberry Variety Trial

Itsaca
ÅMid-early season

ÅHigh yielding first year

ïTwo year rank: 13th

ÅFair-good fruit size

ÅGood color (dull?)

ÅSlightly soft

ÅHigh cull rate (size, rot)

ÅBland, slightly acid flavor

Å2nd season disaster



Strawberry Variety Trial

<Cabot
ÅLate mid-season

ÅGood yields

ïRank: 8th

ÅVery large fruit 

ÅRough appearance

ïNice color, stem & calyx

ÅFair cull rate

ïRot, splits, misshapen

ÅGood flavor, soft

ÅLarge plant

ïSupplemental N


