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The Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund

& The Vermont Biofuels Initiative

The Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund (VSJF) was 

created by the Vermont Legislature in 1995 to identify and 

fund market driven solutions to our pressing economic, 

social, and environmental issues.

ÅCurrent efforts focus on the intersection between the 

biofuels / renewable energy, sustainable forestry and 

agricultural sectors.

The purpose of the Vermont Biofuels Initiative (VBI) is 

to foster the development of a viable biomass-to-biofuels 

industry in Vermont that uses local resources to supply a 

portion of the stateôs energy needs. It is a component of 

sustainable, diversified agriculture.
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VBI Objectives

ÅSupport the expansion of the supply and demand for 
locally produced and commodity level biofuels in 
Vermont

ÅReduce the stateôs dependency on petroleum;

ÅPromote entrepreneurial activity in the emerging 
biofuels sector through grant funding and technical 
assistance

ÅStimulate farm-based biofuels production efforts as 
a means of enhancing farm viability and local fuel 
and food security; and

ÅEducate the public about the benefits of sustainably 
and locally produced biofuels.
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Outline of Presentation

ÅWhy mobile 

processing 

makes sense

ÅHow it might 

work

ÅFinancial 

modeling

ÅEnergy return

ÅNext steps
Piedmont Biofuels Educational Trailer
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Why Mobile Processing?

ÅNew equipment is needed to process oilseeds 

into meal, oil and/or biodiesel

ÅCapital investment required

ÅRisk associated with crop production, and

ÅRisk associated with new equipment / 

processing.

ÅMobile processor allows risk to be:

ïSpread among several farmers, and/or

ïAssumed by an independent contractor 

ÅMaximize use of a equipment 
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How It Might Work
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How It Might Work

ÅStudy explored

ïStand-alone pressing trailer

ïStand-alone biodiesel trailer

ïCombined service provider

ÅCombined service is a reasonable assumption

ïPressing and biodiesel production likely occur at 

different times

ïSame trailer can be used for both operations

ïMaximizes use of resources

ÅApproached as business modeling activity
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Business Modeling

ÅConsider two central 

operations

ïMontpelier

ïRutland

Å1 and 2 hour drive time 

windows

ÅReach entire state and 

beyond


