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Abstract

The objective of this poll was to get student feedback on certain issues that the
University of Vermont Student Government Association felt was pertinent to issues the
Student Government Association was examining. A sample of 278 students were polled online
through the Lynx. The questions were given online with boxes to check of answers. Multiple
answers were allowed for some questions.

The data was collected in an excel document that was then analyzed and transformed
into percentages and graphs.

Introduction

The Vermont Student Opinion Poll was a poll put out by the 2009-2010 Public Relations
/| 2YYAGGSS 2F GKS {(0dzRSyd D2@SNYYSyid ! aaz2o0Al
Rifken, Tyler Buswell, and Jeff Whitmore. The Vermont Student Opinion Poll was created in
1982 to gauge student responses and opinions to current issues pertinent to students. The
results from the Vermont Student Opinion Polls have been essential in the past for acquiring
the attitudes of students in a timely and cost-effective method.
The questions were not concentrated on a particular issue, but ranged a wide variety of
issues including bike racks on campus, a sustainability requirement, and local foods. There
were also ten spaces available for write-in responses. Some blanks were specific to the
guestion and others were for general comments.

Methods

This study seeks to assess overall student feedback on general campus-wide issues. The
sample size was 278 students, approximately 2.8% of the student body. The poll was
conducted online at the Lynx. To access the poll, students had to log in first to the Lynx. If they
were not members of the Lynx, they had to create an account. Most questions allowed you
only one response; however there were several questions that allowed more than one
response.

The poll was advertised via the Lynx, TV commercials, emails sent out, and word of
mouth. The poll was opened for seven days, starting October 2, 2009 and closing October 9t
20009.
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Results and Analysis

The information was compiled into an excel spreadsheet and then put into a word
document. The percentage of people that responded to each question was calculated. These
results were put into pie charts. Questions 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 15, 17 were questions where the
student could put in more than one answer. These questions were calculated by the
percentage of students that chose each specific answer. The percentages for these results
were put into bar graphs.

The following results show the percentages in red next to each answer. The chart or
graph depicts the percentages in red.

Because the poll had difficulties being publicized, the sample that took the poll may
have been closely connected with SGA Senators, which may have influence the data. The Lynx
may have presented several problems as well. First, people had a great deal of trouble finding
the poll unless they were copying a direct link. Second, if you pasted the link into the URL box,
you needed to log into the Lynx firsttT something that may have presented difficulties for
students to order correctly.

Another factor that may have skewed data was the option for write-ins. Because people
were allowed answer in a write-in box below questions, some people did not respond to any of
the answers above. This presented a problem because write-in responses were not
quantifiable.

Both a selection of write-in responses, along with a PDF of the full responses will be
provided for viewing on the SGA website.
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1. How do you feel about the elimination of the University-wide physical education

requirement?
a. Greatldea—36% B Great Idea
b. Okay Idea—32% m Okay Idea
c. Poorldea—22%
d. No Opinion—10% ¥ Pooridea
B No Opinion

2. Do you think college students should have a PE requirement, or otherwise prove they are
physically active?

a. Yes—42%

b. No—-44% '
c. No Opinion -14% \

3. Would you support an environmental sustainability requirement (which could consist of a

course requirement, club participation, research, or internship work) for all University of
Vermont students?

B Yes
B No

 No Opinion

1%

a. Yes —57%  Ves
b. Somewhat—20% o Somewhat
c. No-22%
d. No opinion—1% ©No

B No Opinion
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4. Do you think campus menus should consist of more local food, and if so how much of a
price increase would you support?

i

me a0 o

No [ would not pay
extra—18%

2% price increase —20%
5% price increase—23%
10% price increase—12% 2% mm——
20% price increase —2%
[ will pay as much as it
costs to eat local —24%

5. Please rank your top 3 reasons for purchasing local food

a
b
C
d
e.
f.
g
h
i.

[ don't purchase local food — 6%

. Quality —34%

Support Family Farmers —63%
. Support Local Economies —62%
Freshness —26%

Nutrition —23%

Lower Carbon Footprint —55%

. Social Connection —10%
Write-in —4%

H No | would not pay
extra

W 2% price increase

W 5% price increase

W 10% price increase

W 20% price increase

| will pay as much as
it costs to eat local

Percentage of Students
Responded to each Option
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6. There has been interest around campus about the Keep Local Farms program, which

involves helping local dairy farmers. One option may involve a price increase on the milk
sold on campus. What would be the maximum price increase you would be willing to pay?

M No price
increase
a. No price increase —9% = $0.05
b. $0.05-10%
c. $0.10-27%
d. $0.25-53% 73010
e. Write-in—10%
m 50.25
W Write-in
7. How has the quality your academic experience changed in the past year?
a. Ithasimproved - 23%
b. No change —36%
c. Ithas gotten worse —27%
d. No opinion-15%
e. Write-in—23%
Percentage of Students Responded to
each Option
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%
It hasimproved No change It has gotten  No Opinion Write-in
worse
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8. Inlight of fiscal challenges facing Universities across the country, how do you feel the
University handled the budget deficit last year?

Well —10%

Neutral —18%

Not well —46%

Il don’t know en20€gh to respond
No opinion —3%

Write-in —15%

O A0 T

Percentage of Students Responded to
each Option

50%
40%

30%

20%
10%
0%

Well Neutral Not well Idon't know Noopinion Write-in
enough to
respond

9. Do you know which items are compostable when you throw them away?

3%

a

a. Yes—76% M Yes
b. Some-21% ¥ Some
c. No—3%

" No
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10. Since the Intervale compost facility is retiring this coming summer, would you support
UVM opening its own owned and operated composting facility?

a.
b.
C.

4%3%

Yes —92% | Yes
No —4% m No
No opinion —3%

m No Opinion

11.If you had a campus wide issue that needed to be addressed, to whom would you take your
concern to?

@me a0 o

Your RA —12%

Your Professors —16%

Your Dean —11%

Your Advisor —25%

Student Government Association —61%
Inter-Residence Hall Association —8%
Write-in—12%

Pecentage of Students Responded to
each Option

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%

10%
T ) .
%v

iia BN
R

& Q & N >
Y Nid N ¢ X &
O <@ < NS & & &
© O & & o
KQ *0 (90 Qf’\
© & &
> X2
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12.1f you had a campus issue, in what way would you feel most comfortable communicating it

to the SGA?
a. During SGA Senate Office Hours —14%
b. SGA Tabling Time in the Davis Center —10%
c. Email -66%
d. Tix Me Off on the Lynx—17%
e. Speaking on SGA Senate Public Forum —9%
f. Write-in—9%

Percentage of Students Responded to
each Option

70%

60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0% % e ok

During SGA SGATabling  Email Tix Me Off Speakingon Write-in

Senate  Timein the on the Lynx SGA Senate
Office Hours Davis Center Public
Forum

13. Do you feel comfortable leaving your locked bike in various areas on campus?

M Yes
a. Yes—51% .o
b. No—-12% | .
c. | don’'t ©93%W%H a bi w1 don't own a bike
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14. Do you feel that there are enough bike racks on campus? If so please comment on which
areas need more.

® No opinion

No opinion —39%

Yes, there are enough
bike racks — 18%

No, there are not enough
bike racks, there need

to be more near...—43%

H Yes, there are
enough bike racks

1 No, there are not
enough bike racks,
there need to be
Y2NB ySIN

15. What 5 days of are most important for you to have off during the Academic Calendar? (You
may choose up to five)

S E@ e AN o

Labor Day —36%

Fall Recess Day —34%

Monday of Thanksgiving Week —74%

Tuesday of Thanksgiving Week —83%

A Reading Day after the last day of classes and before exams in December - 73%
Martin Luther King Day —37%

Town Meeting Day —40%

Presi denl8%s Day

A Reading Day after the last day of classes and before exams in May —68%

Percentage of Students Responded to each
Option (Top Five Choices)

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

A A & & e A A A e
N ° & & N i i P N
(o) ] c,% (,,Qo ‘{@/ . \(\% . \(\% R s{@/
X & N N 2 & i & ?
A < @ @ N & & O A
N« Q S @S
« o S N & N Q &
t;z;\ 6’5\ L 3 & L
& & N & N
\ N\ s = v

University of Vermont Student Government Association Page 10



Vermont Student Opinion Poll — October 2009

16. How important to you is having the entire week off for Thanksgiving break?

3%

B Extemely
Important
a. Extremely Important—53% B Important
b. Important—31%
C. Neu‘l}ral - 13% m Neutral
d. Notimportant —3%

B Not important

17. Are you familiar with the current issues surrounding the Academic Calendar?

Yes —15%

Somewhat —25%

A little bit —18%

Not at all —24%

Not at all, but I want to learn more! —22%
Write-in—12%

MmO a0 T

Percentage of Students Responded to
each Option

30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
]
0%
Somewhat Alittlebit Notatall Notatall, Write-in
but | want to
learn more!
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18. On an average week, how many bottles of water do your purchase?

3% 1% 0% __0% %
T —0%
mO
a. 0—-86% Elto3
b. 1-3-10% .ato6
c. 4-6-3%
d 7-10-1% E7to10
e. 10-15-0% m10to 15
f. 16-20—-0% ® 16 to 20
— 00
g. 20+—-0% -~
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