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Winooski NRCD
Winooski NRCD promotes the wise use, sustainable 

development, and conservation of our District’s natural 
resources. We connect residents and communities with the 
necessary education and technical assistance to implement 
on-the-ground projects for water quality, soil health, and 

wildlife habitat. 

vacd.orgwinooskinrcd.org 

http://www.winooskinrcd.org


Planning
● Map of Available Sites
● Targeted Recruitment
● Waivers
● Training Materials
● Follow-Up & 

Communication



Who Can Volunteer?
1. Single-day large group volunteer event
2. Ongoing single-person or family stewardship agreement



Division of Labor for Groups

Survival 
Inventory

Site Cleanup 
(trash sweep)Remove 

bindweed

Weeding 
around base 
(1 sq. foot)

Allen Brook, Williston - Volunteers from Williston Master Naturalists, Conservation Commission & Sustainable Williston, 2019



Training



Hazard Warnings

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/wildparsnipfact.pdf

https://www.healthvermont.gov/disease-control/tickborne-diseases/prev
ent-tick-bites-tickborne-diseases

https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/identifying-p
oison-ivy



Site Map
● Cleary show where to 

park
● Outline access to the 

site (walking trail)
● Define planted area
● Mark any hazards or 

private property lines
● Creating on Google 

MyMaps allows 
volunteers to see the 
site map on their 
phone in the field 



Waiver



Tracking Hours



Building Investment
● Offer t-shirts or stickers as thank-you

● Join newsletter
● Learn about other volunteer opportunities
● Share experience with friends & neighbors



Benefits
● People can sign up any time of year
● Volunteers can create their own schedule
● Able to keep more "eyes" on the trees you've 

planted

Limitations
● Volunteers may not be tree ID experts - will give you ballpark data, but may not be accurate 

enough for certain reporting requirements
● We've limited this program to plantings on public land

Riparian Stewardship Volunteer 
Program



Questions

Kristen Balschunat
Conservation Specialist

Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District
kristen@winooskinrcd.org

(80) 288-8155 x104

mailto:kristen@winooskinrcd.org

