Volunteer Stewardship in
Riparian Areas

Kristen Balschunat
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Winooski NRCD promotes the wise use, sustainable
development, and conservation of our District's natural
resources. We connect residents and communities with the
necessary education and technical assistance to implement
on - the-ground projects for water quality, soil health, and
wildlife habitat.
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Who Can Volunteer?

1. Single-day large group volunteer event
2. Ongoing single-person or family stewardship agreement




Division of Labor for Groups

Weeding Site C1
Remove around base lte Lleanup |
bindweed (1 sq. foot) (trash sweep) Survival
Inventory

Allen Brook, Williston - Volunteers from Williston Master Naturalists, Conservation Commission & Sustainable Williston, 2019



3. Tree Inventory

If working as a team it can be helpful to assign two people to complete a tree inventory
while others work on site maintenance. People completing the inventory should count every
tree that they notice that seems to have been planted by WNRCD. You'll probably miss a few

[ ] o
here and there, so it's OK if your total #s don't align perfectly with the planting plan. The most
important thing is to identify trends, so do your best!

We recommend using tally marks to count as you go. Tally the # of trees that are alive
and seem healthy in one column. Tally the # of trees that are damaged or dead in another
column. Write any notes about damage in the third column. This could include chewing at the
base of the tree (probably from field mice), chewing on the top of the tree (may be deer),
beaver damage, excessive vines or other causes of damage.

# damaged or Notes on tree damage
Species Name # alive dead observed
Trees for Streams Stewardship Checklist
Black willow
Site Name: Williston Central School

What to Bring Boxelder

1 Work/garden gloves

2 Long pants and long sleeved shirts

4 Sturdy work boots Silver maple

1 Plastic garbage bags

3 Planting plan maps

o Plenty of water to drink Shrub willow
1. Homework

J Before you go, study the site mzp SHecKEgaIEY

1 Study the tree species in the planting plan

2 Knaw how to identify poisen parsnip and poison ivy. These harmful plants are present Silky dogwood

at some of our sites. If you encounter them, please proceed with caution. Know how to
be “zick smart® and check for ticks when you get hame. TOTAL
A 4. Site Maintenance

2 Getto Know.tpe Trees at Yogr SR,B i 2 e J Pull weeds in a 1 foot circle around the base of the tree. Additionally, remove any vines
This site was originally planted in spring 2018 in partnership with the Town of Williston. Some climbing up tree stems.
species were planted with protective tubes to prevent damage from beavers and field mice. 1 Remove any trash that you notice on site.
Others were plantsd without tubes. Learn how to identify these trees using cluss from ther - Remove tree tubes only if tree diameter is as thick as a baseball bat, or if plastic tube is
bark. leaves and branching pattern. starting to peel away from the tree. Tree tubes can be disposed of in the trash.

Black willow 90 Tubes \

Boxelder 90 Tubes 5:Wirapping Up s
=  Please take a few photographs of the site and send them to kristen@winooskinrcd.org
Silver maple 0 Tubes These photos help us track our progress and can help convince organizations to fund
Shrub willow 100 NO tubes our future tree planting projects!
Speckled alder 100 NO tubes J Please scan or photograph this reporting sheet and send to kristen@winoaskinrcd.org
Silky dogwood 20 NO tubes  Thank you for your hard work. Our streams thank you!

Total 560



Hazard Warnings
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/disease-control/tickborne-diseases/prev
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WILD PARSNIP :Qﬁ o~
stare | Environmental
Pastinaca sativa Conservation

Caution: Do not touch this plant!
| What is wild parsnip?

Wid parsnip is an invaswe plant from Esrope and Asa that has bacome
NENBIzAd in North Ammeca & is well 5ulad for cokonizing deirbed
01085 but Can 350 ba found In open $eids and leens. Wik parsnip sap
can cause paniul, iccaitzed buming and bisenng of the zkin

Identification

Wik parsnip can grow up 1o & a1 and ks hallow, rooved Slems that are Wala pacsnip infestation
harless. Leaves resemble large celory keswoz. They am yeliow-green,
ety and compound, flats. , yedow fowers are dustersd together in 3 Aattoppod

38" across, F D durrg e yar of growth, S1rting in May or Ane and katieg
for 1-2 months. Seads are N, brown, and signty wngod 10 taciitae wind degersal in the fal

J Where is it located?

\Wikd parsnip can be Sund grawing i o broad range of fakiats.
ospocaly Fong roadsides. in fields and in pasres. It s cormen i
the Urited Sates and Canada and 5 witespiead in New York. The
map on the nght seflects ooty what has been positvely sentiiod and
1epOMoc. & SgRificantly uvdes repmsents the gresence of wikd parsnip
n the s1ate. DEC encourages B publi o rapart sightings of this
Inasie plant 1 IMagivRsives (306 Celow).

VA3 Pacseis Distreason w

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/wildparsnipfact.pdf



Site Map
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Creating on Google

MyMaps allows
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phone in the field

Tial to Site




Waiver

Vownteer Activity: Tree Steward st Macrae Farm Park Dates Fuli Year 0f 2021
Parmicipant Rame:

Street Addressi

City. State, Zip:

Phane:

Emam

n conzicieration of Daing aliowed to PArtCiRate In 30y WaY in the program, raistad averts 3nd actvitas,
|13 UNSEIENad, 3zknowtadgs, 3pRraciats and 3gres that:

1. | am donating my time 2nd zervices without 2ay compensation 2nd shali st no time be
considerad 30 6mEIcyee of INdepandant contactar of tha Winooskd ral Resaurcas
Conservetion Ditrict WNRCD) for this svert. The risk of injury from the sctities involved in this
Program may 8 SIgRIfcang including tha COTRNTSl for CarmManant parsiyals 3nd ceath.

Lch risies, boeh known and unkrawn, even if arfting from the
neglizance o€ the reza: for my perticpation.

3. I wilingy 3§73 to COMPIY with 1arms and coNZicans for £IrDSPATaN. If | Gbsarva 3ny Unuzual
SIZINCant Nazard during my prsence or Carmogatian, | will remove mysalf from participation
2nd bring 3uch to the etzanton of the nearest official immedately.

4. |, for myzelf 3nd on DehaIf of my nairs, 353gns, PErSOnal representatves and naxt of Wnd, hersdy

lemse indemnify and nold hermless WNACD 3, =z=nts ard/or smployees, cther

parbcipants, sponzors, sdvertisers, sertners 2nd, f aoplicenle, swnerz 20d lezzors of premizes

U 10 CONGLCE This Suenc (RELEASEES) fram any and all €i@ims, 8amands, iosies 2nd Hasility

d 10 sy injury. disabifity or desth | may suFfer, or loxs or dermegs to person

of the ralaases or atharwiza, to the fuliast

2 1 enowingy and frasly assema 3l

out of or rel
wingthar arising fram the nagigec:

5. Any dpute between WNACD 2nc me will be governad by the substentive lews of Vesmont. Any
3£000 OF BrECRREIng 3MEINg NGrBUNEr Shati DS BrOUSNE I TG COLITS Of the STats of Yermont

Paz=10f2

PHOTO RELEASE (sleaz2 chack one bax]

D‘!mw,wc,m P and Y993 The Tight 10 taks phs 3t this wolanteer

event of me and sy miror ps 13 for which | am the parent or guardian. | authorize WNACD, its
gns and transfarses t3 LZe such Dhotograchs, with or without namas, for any lawul purpass,
incheding for sxample such purposes = publicity, illustration, sdvertising and web cortent 2nd to
conyrignt, uza 3m¢ puslah tha zama in pAct 306 /o slecironically

D 160 not grant WNRCD, its repr

Tatiues and Gpiopees the right 1o Taks phatographs at this

voluntze

©NLOf Me 20 ary MINOT PRATCPANES 100 Which | 3m the parent or guardian

| have r2ad This reiease of 13037y 300 3ssumanion of sk agreement, uly understand s t2rrs,
underssand that | nave given uo substantis! rights by sigrng it, 3nd sign it freely and voluntanly without
any inducomant

X
Participant Signature tate
X

Emergancy Comtact Phors

(LNER 18 AT TIME OF REGISTRATION) Thizis
o respon2isity for this perticiparts, do comsent end sgree to
thair ralsase 32 Sroviced 300va of 31 tha Raraazs, 3nd, for myse't my hars, 353IGNS anc naxt ot kin,

releass a7 agree to indemrify and Ao'd harmies: the elesses from any and =f liab it
Min0r ChIIS's FVONSMANt CF PIrTCPITION In TGS Programs 35 Provided 350vs, EVEN I RISING FROM
THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASES, to the

extent parrmitted by the (aw

X
Namas & Age: ot it carucipating mnors

X
Parant/guardian Sigrature. Dt

X
Emarzancy Contact Name

Emergancy Contact Fnooe

Page 20f2




racking Hours

Questions  Responses

A

i s WA ) e 5 s

How many hours did you spend at your site? Round up to the nearest half-hour. *
Tree Stewardship Volunteer Log Short answer text

Please complete this form after every visit fo your ripanan tree stewardship site.

Vouir fiasie . What tasks did you complete? Check all that apply ™
shoet ansiver text | | weed around trees
Remove trash
Which site did you visit? * | | count 1rees for survival (remember to email your report to kristen@winooskinred.org)
Ethan allen Homestead (Burlington) Collect photos of the site (please email 1o kristen@wincoskinred.org)

Macrare Farm Park (Coichester) Other
Williston Central School

Essex High School

LaPlatte | s Town Farest {t burg)



Building Investment

Offer t-shirts or stickers as thank-you

Join newsletter

Learn about other volunteer opportunities
Share experience with friends & neighbors




Riparian Stewardship Volunteer
Program

Benefits

e People can sign up any time of year

e Volunteers can create their own schedule

e Able to keep more “eyes” on the trees you've
planted

Limitations

e Volunteers may not be tree ID experts - will give you ballpark data, but may not be accurate
enough for certain reporting requirements
e We've limited this program to plantings on public land



Questions

put a *ree on 1¢t.

winooskinrcd.org

Kristen Balschunat
Conservation Specialist
Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District
kristen@winooskinrcd.org
(80) 288-8155 x104
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