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Dear Friends of Green Forestry, 
 
We know that healthy forests produce higher quality water, grow more soil and sequester more carbon, 
and are biologically more diverse than any other land cover. Healthy forests provide renewable 
resources that serve as a foundation for local economic development.  And healthy forests provide 
recreational opportunities and priceless cultural and spiritual values. Sadly, the long term health of our 
northern forest is threatened by the combined impacts of global warming, peak oil, forest 
fragmentation, acid rain, and invasive exotics.  
  
Facing these challenges will require new and holistic designs to sustain forest health while providing 
for efficient and ethical uses of the forest. These new designs will require the integration of the 
principles and ideals of many disciplines. Success will require students who have real-world learning 
experiences in the integration of sustainable design and land ethics. This integration of sustainable 
design, land ethics, and real world learning is the ‘raison d’etre’ of The GREEN� FORESTRY 
Education Initiative.   
  
The Green Forestry Education Initiative is now six months old. We have been focusing our efforts at 
the Jericho Research Forest. It has been a rich, exciting, and creative time. The importance of our 
mission – “to integrate sustainable design, land ethics, and real-world learning in community-based 
forest conservation” – is now clearer than ever.  In the past six months we have had the opportunity to 
work with others in dusting off the Jericho Research Forest a bit. We have spruced up some of the 
buildings, painted boundaries, and built a parking lot and community conservation circle. We have 
held workshops, dinners, and other gatherings at Jericho. These have been well attended by 
enthusiastic supporters.  
 
The conservation community knows a lot. In fact, we probably already know enough to address the 
major issues that face us. What is lacking and sorely needed is ‘integration.’ Integration literally means 
‘to make whole’ and it requires the active involvement of the whole community. We hope that you will 
continue to be part of this exciting and important conservation effort as it moves forward. We look 
forward to working with you.  
 
Thank you very much for your interest and your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David J. Brynn, Director 
The GREEN� FORESTRY Education Initiative 



SOME HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR FIRST SIX MONTHS 
 
The site of the Jericho Research Forest was first cleared and settled in 
1790. By the early 1800’s, the farm had a reputation for being one of the 
richest and most productive homesteads in town. By 1939, after 150 years 
of exploitive farming and logging, the land was almost completely 
exhausted. The farmland was characterized by sand blows and deep 
gullies. Most of the forest remnants were severely grazed and high-graded. 
Even the sap in the maple trees ran poorly. Today, after 60 years of 
ecological recovery, a forest has returned. This land -- and the forest that 
now blankets it -- has an important and interesting story to tell. 
 
 

Forest Conservation Planning – 
With generous support from the 
HD Thoreau Foundation, students 
in the Green Forestry Seminar conducted analyses of water 
and soil resources at Jericho.  Students set up a ‘Rubenstein 
School Superior Coffee’ and sponsored a Jericho Community 
Gathering attended by 30 residents and Lieutenant Governor 
Brian Dubie. Students compiled “Healthy Forests for the 
Whole Community,” a summary of all of the proposed ideas 
that have come out of meetings with the conservation 
community.   

 
Small Timber Sale Completed - The Silviculture Class marked a commercial thinning primarily in 
Compartment 8. The work was completed by Richard Lavigne of Milton who cut about 25,000 board 
feet of sawlogs and 70 tons of chipwood.  
 
Workshops – There have been numerous workshops for UVM students and other members of the 
community.  

·  Soils and Natural Community Mapping led by Graduate 
Student Jesse Mohr 

·  Wood Identification led by Roy Whitmore, Forestry 
Professor Emeritus  

·  Game of Logging co-sponsored with Vermont Family 
Forests and the Forestry Club 

·  Art and Science of Tipi Raising with Netaka White. Charlie 
Hancock  and the Forestry Club participated. 

·  Tree and Shrub Identification led by Alicia Daniel and 
David Brynn 

·  Deer Hunting 101 by Bill Torrey  
 
 
 
 
 



First Saturday Forest Walk and Fire Series - People stayed long after the tipi was raised and others had 
left. Everyone enjoyed the fire and each other’s company. It was decided that this low-key event – with 
an informal seminar-style program, food, and fire – should be a regular monthly event. So, the first 
Saturday of every month from 1 to 4 PM a Forest Walk and Fire will happen at Jericho. Rain or shine, 
snow or sleet, there will be food, fire and something to learn at Jericho.  

 
Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, - Nick Patch, Wendy 
Lynch, and students from the Hannaford Career Development 
Center came to Jericho in search of white pine heartwood to 
be used in the construction of next year’s rowing gig. They 
found several stellar white pines as well as ‘larch knees’ and 
black locust lumber while being introduced to forest 
conservation principles.  
 
 
 

 
Vermont Town Forest Project  
 
The first project of The GREEN� FORESTRY Education Initiative 
will focus on developing real-world, hands-on learning 
opportunities at the University of Vermont’s Jericho Research 
Forest in collaboration with the Vermont Town Forest Project. The 
Vermont Town Forest Project seeks: to strengthen cultural 
connections to the land; to enhance citizen stewardship and to 
establish and/or expand town forests. With substantial help from the 
HD Thoreau Foundation, student interns are being selected to complete a variety of projects in the 
Spring of 2006.  A Vermont Town Forest Project meeting will be held at Jericho in April, 2006.  
 
Shelburne Farms Harvest Festival – A forestry exhibit involving several sequential stations: forest 
health, tree felling, horse skidding, forwarding, portable band mill, and fine furniture shop tour was 
developed by David Brynn, Marshall Webb, and Sandra Murphy. 
 
NR 1 Comes Back to Jericho - This past fall, for example, all 240 students in the Introduction to 
Natural Resources course conducted ecological analyses in Compartments 1 and 3.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The 1802 Thompson House - Restoring the house using authentic historic preservation techniques is 
one part of the story. Another is doing it in a way that is ecologically sustainable in design including 
the use of solar energy and composting toilets. Utilizing certified wood from the forests growing there 
and carefully stewarded by students will add to the story as well. And last but not least will be the 
process of attempting to address all of the human dimensions associated with this potential level of 
change. Students assessed history and conditions and made specific recommendations for restoration. 
 
Excuse the Mess -  Much of the summer was spent cleaning up the grounds, pointing blocks, installing 
new roofs and painting.  
 
New Septic System Designed for Thompson House and Bath House -  Vermont Contours conducted a 
detailed site assessment and developed a septic system design for the forest. The system will service a 
small bath house with two shower, toilets, and sinks and facilities for washing dishes. The system will 
also provide a back-up disposal area for the Thompson House.  
 
www.greenforestry.org - Tamarack Media Services has developed a website for us.   
 

Community Conservation Circle - The UVM Forestry 
Club helped to install a tipi donated by Joey Corcoran of 
Charlotte, Vermont. The beautiful 16-foot diameter tipi 
was raised under the expert direction of Netaka White.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Foundation Support 
Anonymous 
HD Thoreau Foundation 
 
Individual Donations and Volunteer Support 
Anonymous Grants 
John Adler, Game of Logging 
Jessica Alexander, Town of Jericho 
Louise Brynn 
Joey Corcoran 
Spencer Harris, Vermont Contours 
Pete Land 
Nick Patch, Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 
Richard and Art Lavigne 
Don Tobi 
Bill Torrey, Torrey Logging 
Art Yandow, A&M Excavating 
Rot Whitmore, Forestry Professor Emertius 
John Wilson 



Organizations 
Beeken-Parsons (Bruce Beeken) 
Burlington Currency Project (Amy Kirschner and Cara Taussig) 
Center for Whole Communities (Peter Forbes and Chris Paterson) 
Envirothon (Barry King) 
Forest Stewards Guild (Bob Perschel) 
Northern Forest Alliance (Jad Daley and George Gay) 
Preservation Trust of Vermont (Ann Cousins) 
Smart Wood (John Landis) 
UVM Environmental Residential Learning Center (Walt Poleman) 
UVM Forestry Club (Charlie Hancock) 
UVM Historic Preservation Program (Tom Visser and Bob McCullough) 
Vermont Audubon Society (Doug Parker) 
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation (Brian Stone) 
Vermont Family Forests (Paul Ralston) 
Vermont Land Trust (Gil Livingston) 
Vermont Natural Resources Council (Jamey Fidel) 
Vermont Woodlands Association (Putt Blodgett) 
 
Faculty Advisors 
Kit Anderson 
Cecilia Danks 
Alicia Daniel 
John Donnelly, Professor Emeritus 
Jennifer Jenkins 
Stephanie Kaza 
Bill Keeton 
Walt Poleman 
Don Ross 
John Shane 
Michael Snyder 
Liz Thompson 
 
Community Advisors 
Kit Anderson 
Ginny Barlow 
Deb Brighton 
Bruce Beeken 
Alan Calfee 
Paul and Sandal Cate 
Ted Ingraham 
Michael Snyder 
 
Undergraduate Students 
Andy Book 
Steffie Gould 
Charlie Hancock 
Kelly Hayes 
Owen Kiley 



Peter Merritt 
Ross Saxton 
Mike Scott 
Christen Scott 
 
Graduate Students 
Brendan Weiner 
Dave Giuliani 
Jesse Mohr 
 
Doctoral Students 
Walter Auch 
 
The Future of the UVM Jericho Research Forest 

 
We are developing a Community-Based Conservation Center in 
Jericho – including a healthy, beautiful, and productive forest, 
associated facilities, and sustainable uses -- as a  place for students 
of all ages to develop Leopold’s intense consciousness of the land 
and to experience Dewey’s real-world learning in the ecology, 
economics, and ethics of ‘triple top line’ forest conservation.  
 
The Center is a place for students to be players rather than 
witnesses on a stage rather than in a museum. It is a place to wear 

gloves and old clothes while applying the principles and ideals of community-based conservation.  
 
We think John Dewey and Aldo Leopold would both approve.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:   
 
David J. Brynn, Director  
The GREEN� FORESTRY Education Initiative 
326 Aiken 
The Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources 
The University of Vermont  
Burlington, VT 05405 
Phone: (802) 656-0719  
 
E-mail: David.Brynn@uvm.edu  
 
Visit our growing website at: www.greenforestry.org 
 
 


